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Agenda: 

1. Introduction and recap of last meetings findings and conclusions

2. walls, colums, beams, (loadbearing structures) weaknesses and stronger solutions
- analysis of solutions proposed in the safer house construction guidance
- experiences and potential solutions from the field

3. Materials? What environmentally friendly „green“ materials to promote?

4. How to rate and select the alternative Solutions identified
- proposed matrix

5. AOB, suggestions for way forward
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Recap: Identified weaknesses and failure mechanisms:
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Recap: foundations

Foundation solutions from safer housing guidance:

- Rubble (field stone) masonry

- Burnt brick with cement mortar

Low cost alternative foundation 
elements

- Damp proof membrane

- Raised plinth, ideally protected
with bricks and/or plaster
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Identified weak elements for loadbearing structures:

Missing wall plate for even distribution of load on the wall

Side Gable CGI covered (burnt brick) Design –

lintel failing due to heavy brick loading and 

lengthy span
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wall solutions from safer housing guidance:
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Lintels and beams from safer housing guidance:

Timber lintel: Concrete lintel: Reinforced concrete ringbeam:
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What environmentally friendly „green“ materials to promote?

Adobe, Wood ?, Burnt brick?,  Stone,  Stabilized compressed earth blocks?, Concrete blocks?... Steel??
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How to rank the different solutions in terms of safety, affordability, 
technical skills, material availability, etc.?


