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Agenda: 

1. recap & conclusions last meeting

2. discuss draft matrix with criteria for identifying contextually appropriate 
construction materials and technologies

3. introduction to how geoscience work can support shelter response with Q&A
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→ Context analysis:

▪ Assessment trainings by CRAterre and 
fieldwork by CRS, Cadecom, CARD; finding 
shared and discussed in the TWG 

▪ Sharing knowledge and experience from 
active agencies CRS/Cadecom, HfH, Care, 
Malawi Red Cross

▪ Identified most common failure mechanisms 

Recap of goals and objectives
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→ Objectives and shared  ambition:

promote stronger, more durable housing 
especially in highly vulnerable communities that 
are facing the realities of poverty, lack of 
resources and limited capacities. 

▪ Focus not only on technical solutions but on 
awareness raising and better understanding 
of weaknesses and risks

▪ what are “green technologies” in different 
contexts? How to decide, identify the 
appropriate

Recap of goals and objectives
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→ Objectives:

▪ Raise awareness of communities about their shelter & 
settlement related vulnerabilities and risks

▪ Promote safer building practices as widely as possible, with 
focus on people who do not receive any external 
reconstruction support

→ Key stakeholders and audiences:

▪ the affected communities 

▪ artisans and builders

▪ VCPCs, housing officers and other community mobilizers

▪ Traditional Authorities.

▪ National authorities (MLHUD, MOPW, district level 
governance)

→ Different kind of messages are needed for different target 
groups

Recap of goals and objectives
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→ Suggested Communication channels: 

▪ “Theatre for change” (or for development) performances 

▪ Community awareness raising about safer building practices

▪ Basic hands on trainings and demonstrations of safe 
construction practices in the communities (for “self-builders”)

▪ Practical trainings for local artisans and builders, ideally with a 
“safer construction” certification

▪ Construction of Model houses

▪ Workshops and/or conferences to bring together 
representatives from the different involved ministries and 
levels (National and district level governance) and 
practitioners (NGOs) to discuss and exchange.

▪ Continue coordination through the Shelter Cluster and the 
TWG

Recap of goals and objectives
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→ Messages identified based on analysis of failure mechanisms:

▪ Foundations:
• Strongly advocate for the importance of building foundations and promote 

deep and strong foundations (except for in areas with black cotton soil)

• Raised plinths

• promote use of damp proof membrane

▪ Walls and loadbearing structures: 
• Focus on proper dimensioning of elements (walls, columns, lintels)!

• Where possible avoid wooden parts for loadbearing elements

• Protect wall base with plaster

▪ Promote materials that have least environmental impact

▪ Focus on good workmanship 

→ different regions/context different techniques and materials 
are appropriate. 

→ If “green materials or techniques” are not affordable they will 
not be used, hence are not sustainable

Recap of goals and objectives
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What is considered „green“ materials and technology can be vary
depending on the region. 
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2. Introduction presentations on how geoscience work can support 

shelter response with Q&A regarding interest in a longer 

session/workshop with geoscientists


