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Agenda: 

1. recap & conclusions last meeting (June 24th and July 15th)

2. presentation communications channels analysis and comms strategy

3. shelter learning day September 9th Q&A

4. first conclusions of geoscience & shelter workshop and outlook on next steps
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→ Suggested Communication channels: 

▪ “Theatre for change” (or for development) performances 

▪ Community awareness raising about safer building practices

▪ Basic hands on trainings and demonstrations of safe 
construction practices in the communities (for “self-builders”)

▪ Practical trainings for local artisans and builders, ideally with a 
“safer construction” certification

▪ Construction of Model houses

▪ Workshops and/or conferences to bring together 
representatives from the different involved ministries and 
levels (National and district level governance) and 
practitioners (NGOs) to discuss and exchange.

▪ Continue coordination through the Shelter Cluster and the 
TWG

Recap of goals and objectives
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→ Messages identified based on analysis of failure mechanisms:

▪ Foundations:

▪ Walls and loadbearing structures: 

▪ Roofing

▪ Promote materials that have least environmental impact

▪ Focus on good workmanship 

→ different regions/context different techniques and materials 
are appropriate. If “green materials or techniques” are not 
affordable they will not be used, hence are not sustainable

→ use the materials selection tool to check which materials is 
most suitable in your area.

Recap of goals and objectives
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Key messages for roofing from Safer Housing Guidance

Ideal shape of roof: hipped roof

detach Veranda roof from 
main roof!

Roof overhang to 
protect walls
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Key messages for roofing from Safer Housing Guidance

Wallplate, ringbeam and tie-down Diagonal bracing
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Meeting on July 15th

Discussion with Ike Phiri from Malawi University of Business and 
applied Science, Dep. of architecture on potential engagement of the 
university on research for alternative materials and dissemination of 
safer construction practices.
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Further agenda: 

2. presentation communications channels analysis and comms 
strategy

3. shelter learning day

4. sneak preview geoscience & shelter workshop on July 27th


