ANNEX 4 - MINIMUM STANDARDS OF RENTED HOUSING[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Different sources were consulted to develop these minimum standards, including NRC Minimum Standards, Guidance Note On Standard Bill Of Quantity (BOQ) of the Shelter Cluster in Iraq and Sphere Handbook 2018. ] 


INTRODUCTION: 
These basic guidelines are intended to provide minimum standards which should be considered to identify a house as an adequate space for a family to live in.   
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1. SAFETY: 

The house should be safe for the whole family. Two factors should be considered here:  

· Safety of Environment & Neighborhood: Targeted houses should be in safe areas; i.e., the areas where the targeted families live should not be exposed to floods/inundation or any natural hazard or prone to violence, including military works or any other form of social pressure. 
Additionally, the houses should not be in areas exposed to health risks due to, for example, overflow of wastewater or garbage.  
· Safety of House: Generally, the houses of the targeted families should provide safety to the family members and their belongings. This requires that at least all external doors and windows are solid, lockable, and fixed to the walls. Protection against the cold, damp, heat, rain, and wind should be there.  

2. SIZE: 

Minimum 5.5 m2 of covered space per person including circulation, kitchen, bathroom and toilet facilities. To calculate, add the complete covered floor area of the housing unit and divide by the number of people in the household. E.g., floor area required for a 7- person household is 38.5m2. Calculation must include all persons living in the housing unit, including hosts, IDPs, and /or returnees.                                                             

3. STRUCTURE: 

The external structure of the rented house should not be collapsible and does not expose residents to risks as a result of its lack of safety. Therefore, families living in houses with major cracks, broken structural elements, damaged slabs, damaged walls, to damaged columns are not recommended to be targeted with cash assistance for rent.
4. HABITABILITY: 

The house should provide minimum habitability standards which allow a person/family to live in a healthy environment, considering physical and mental factors. Therefore, these main factors should be considered in this regard:  
· Ventilation and Natural Lighting: All habitable rooms should have adequate ventilation and natural lighting, at least a window of half a square meter in each room. 
In some cases, it is acceptable to have ventilation and lighting through another space with considering the size of the window/door that ventilate the second space, the distance to the nearest window for ventilation, and/or the internal air flow. In other words, all spaces must be connected to at least another space that has a direct light and ventilation. 
· Basements and Stores: Basements/stores should have proper ventilation and natural lighting for part of the day.  
· Humidity: There should be no critical traces of moisture/humidity in any of the rooms, especially the bedrooms. 
· Risk Prevention: Areas in the house that can present a source of risk should be protected, especially if there are children or elderlies. This includes railings in high steps, balconies, terraces, broken windows, windows without bars, etc. 



5. PRIVACY:  
The house should provide enough privacy. Thus, toilets/bathrooms should have solid lockable doors. Besides, there should be at least one room/bedroom with solid lockable door.  
In the cases where different families sharing the same house, there must be a structure to ensure privacy; therefore, at least the bedrooms should have doors possible to be closed.  
6. WATER & SANITATION SERVICES: 
· Water: The family should have access to enough water for drinking and for executing the daily activities. Besides, the family should have a tank for water saving (at least 250-1000 liter) or enough plastic gallons in case the family gets water from water distribution points. Enough water tank to keep water safe from pollution. 
· Sanitation: The house should have a functional system to evacuate the wastewater. This system can be connected to public sewage system or to private sewage disposal system. The wastewater disposal system should be maintainable and is not a source of pollution to the environment.  
7. ELECTRICITY & LIGHTING: 
· The house should have a source of electricity. 
· There should be minimum 1 plug and 1 light bulb per room. 
· The safety and protection factors should be considered. 
8. TOILET AND SHOWER: 
There should be at least 1 toilet and shower space of at least 3.5 square meter in the house with a lockable door and a small window as a source of ventilation. The cleanability of the toilet and shower space should be considered.  
9. COOKING SPACE: 
There should be an adequate space for cooking (A space of at least 3 square meters). This space should have as a minimum space to locate a stove and a sink connected to the water circuit of the house. Besides, the space should have a window as a source of ventilation. 
The cleanability of the space used for cooking should be considered.  
10. ACCESS TO SERVICES: 
It is preferable that the targeted families are not far away from local areas. However, the reason of living far from local services should be considered, i.e., if the families cannot afford the rent in areas near services and their shelters are not appropriate, they can be encouraged to improve their shelters and their awareness should be raised about the importance of having access to service. 
11. FINISHINGS: 
· All external walls of the house are free from cracks or holes. 
· Interior walls in habitable spaces are free from holes. 
· The house should have a cement floor. 
· The house should contain minimum quantity of mattresses, blankets, and a kitchen set to look populated with residents, rather than used to claim eligibility for rent assistance. 


IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATION:  
Vulnerable HHs that are living in basements/stores and meet the beneficiary selection criteria should not be excluded; rather, they should be encouraged to improve their current shelters. 
