An Explantation of the Administrative Structure in Sumatera Barat

Administrative Level 1: Provinsi / Propinsi (Provinces)
[bookmark: _Toc162689043]Currently, Indonesia is divided into 33 first-level administrative divisions, or provinces, called Provinsi or Propinsi in Indonesian. Each province has its own local government (Pemerintah Daerah Provinsi), headed by the governor (Gubernur); and has its own legislative body (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Daerah). 
[bookmark: _Toc162689044][bookmark: _Toc163371931][bookmark: _Toc163372168][bookmark: _Toc163379501][bookmark: _Toc163450332][bookmark: _Toc164828340]Administrative Level 2: Kabupaten / Kota (Regencies and Cities)
Provinces are divided into regencies (Kabupaten) and cities (Kota). Both regency and city are the same administrative level (2nd) and are also called districts or municipalities. They have their own local government and legislative body with a similar structure. They enjoy greater decentralization affairs than the provinces, such as providing public schools and public health facilities. The difference between Regency and City lies in differing demographics, size and economics. Generally, the regency has a larger area than a city, and the city has non-agricultural economic activities. A Regency is headed by a Regent (Bupati), and the city is headed by a Mayor (Walikota).
[bookmark: _Toc162689045][bookmark: _Toc163371932][bookmark: _Toc163372169][bookmark: _Toc163379502][bookmark: _Toc163450333][bookmark: _Toc164828341]Administrative Level 3: Kecamatan (Sub-District)
[bookmark: _Toc162689046]Sub-district (Kecamatan) is the third level of administration and exists within both Regencies and Cities. They are lead by a Camat who is a civil servant, responsible to the regent (for regency) or to the mayor (for city). 
[bookmark: _Toc162689047][bookmark: _Toc163371933][bookmark: _Toc163372170][bookmark: _Toc163379503][bookmark: _Toc163450334][bookmark: _Toc164828342]Administrative Level 4: Desa / Nagari/ Kelurahan (Village)
[bookmark: Desa]The next level (4th admin level) is that of the village (Desa or Kelurahan). It is the smallest official administrative unit. 
Desa
In Indonesian, as in English, village (Desa) has rural connotations. In the context of Indonesian Government Administration, a Desa can be defined as a body which has authority over the local people in accordance with acknowledged local traditions of the area. 

Nagari
In West Sumatra, 2-10 Desas were combined to form one Nagari.

[bookmark: Kelurahan]Kelurahan
As opposed to the rural Desa or Nagari, the word Kelurahan is used in a more urban context. It is headed by a Lurah. Restructuring at a local level occurs frequently on a yearly basis. These changes are mainly due to restructuring processes in West-Sumatra and make it difficult for agencies like BAKOSURTANAL and BPS to stay up-to-date with boundaries and Pcodes.






Extracted from a 2007 Data Readiness Assessment, OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

image1.wmf
QuickTime™ and a

 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


image2.pcz
image2.pcz





An Explantation of the Administrative Structure in Sumatera Barat

 

 

1)

 

Administrative Level 1: Provinsi / Propinsi (Provinces)

 

Currently, Indonesia

 

is divided 

into 33 first

-

level administrative divisions

, or provinces, called 

P

rovinsi

 

or 

P

ropinsi

 

in Indonesian

.

 

Each province has its own local government (

Pemerintah 

Daerah Provinsi

), headed by the governor (

G

ubernur

); and has its own legislative body (

Dewan 

Perwakilan Rakyat Daerah

). 

 

2)

 

Administrative Level 2: Kabupaten / Kota (

Regencies and Cities)

 

Provinces are 

divided into 

regencies

 

(

Kabupaten

) and 

cities

 

(

Kota

). 

Both regency a

nd city are the 

same 

administrative 

level (2

nd

) and are also called districts or municipalities. They 

hav

e

 

their own 

local government and legislative body 

with a similar structure.

 

They enjoy greater decentralization 

affairs than the provinces, such as pro

viding public schools and public health facilities. The 

difference between Regency and City

 

lies in differing demographics, size and economics. 

Generally, the regency has a larger area than a city, and the city has non

-

agricultural economic 

activities. 

A 

R

egency is headed by a 

Regent

 

(

Bupati

), and the city is headed by a 

Mayor

 

(

Walikota

).

 

3)

 

Administrative Level 3: Kecamatan (

Sub

-

District

)

 

Sub

-

district 

(Kecamatan)

 

is the third level of administration and exists within both Regencies and 

Cities. They are lead b

y a 

Camat

 

who is a civil servant, responsible to the regent (for regency) or to 

the mayor (for city).

 

 

4)

 

Administrative Level 4: Desa / Nagari/ Kelurahan (

Village

)

 

The next level (4

th

 

admin level) is that of the village 

(Desa or Kelurahan)

. 

It is the smalles

t official 

administrative unit. 

 

Desa

 

In Indonesian, as in English, village 

(Desa)

 

has rural connotations. I

n the context of Indonesian 

Government 

Administration,

 

a 

Desa

 

can be defined as a body which has authority over the local 

people in accordance with 

acknowledged local traditions of the area.

 

 

 

Nagari

 

In West Sumatra, 2

-

10 Desas were combined to form one 

Nagari

.

 

 

Kelurahan

 

As opposed to the rural 

Desa

 

or

 

Nagari

, the word 

Kelurahan 

is used in a more urban context. It is 

headed by a 

Lurah.

 

R

estructuring 

at a

 

local level occu

rs frequently on a yearly 

basis. These changes 

are mainly due to restructuring processes in West

-

Sumatra and make it difficult for agencies like 

BAKOSURTANAL and BPS to stay up

-

to

-

date with boundaries and Pcodes.

 

 

 

