Shelter Coordination Group Cyclone Sidr
Technical Working Group Meeting Minutes
8th January 2008, 9.am, Habitat for Humanity 

House No: 7, Road no: 23, Guldhan1, Dhaka
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Agenda
· Review of the Shelter Programme recommendation Document

· Review of he content of the Education materials

· Discussions/ Feedback on the technical content of the Documents

· A.O.B
Proceedings

1. The shelter programme recommendation document was reviewed by the TWIG team with the following comments

a. The life span indicator defining the adequacy of the transitional shall also consider the reusability of the material

b. The roof pitch shall define the approximate slope as 30 degree

c. The structure safety indicators shall elaborate on various structural elements and their minimum standards, mainly the plinth structure, foundation, roofing structure and other structural joinery

d. The site placement indicator may also include the raising of low lying house sites within the embankments.

2. The messages of the IECs materials being produced by the Group were reviewed following suggestions were made.
a. The technology to be promoted shall consider the time factor from the point of quality and cost effectiveness

b. Changes were suggested in the plinth an footing design

c. It was suggested that the concrete pillar or footing may come first followed by the construction of improver solid plinth at later stage, the following options of plinth improvements were discussed 

i. Stabilised earth and rammed earth plinth construction

ii. Brick perimeter wall around the existing mud plinth with adequate foundations

iii. Stabilisation of existing mud plinth using the stabilised earth capping and damp proofing

d. A full 12’long pre-cast concrete pillar with the provision to attach the super and roof structure Or a half length  6’long concrete short column with an provision to of extension with wooden or bamboo post were discussed

e. The tying down technology of roof was discussed.

3. Discussions and feed back on the Messages 
a. The designs shall be specifically developed of the existing rural practice of construction and improving on that rather than introducing new technologies

b. The merits and demerits of pre-cast concrete and in-situ construction were discussed considering the local context of salinity in water and is was suggested that the pre-cast concrete pillars are produced and transported to site from elsewhere with proper quality control measures, the budget shall be designed cost effectively in case of mass production programmes

c. It was agreed that the TWiG will work to compile the discussed and agreed points in its documents and share them in the next meeting.
d. The team agreed to stick to the deadline of 20th Jan to produce the final versions of the IECs.

e. The Shelter programme recommendations documents shall also be finalised soon

4. Next Meeting

Time :9.00 am

15th Jan, 2008

Habitat for Humanity

House No:7, road No:23

Gulshan 1, Dhaka
To contact the Technical working Group, SCG for Cyclone Sidr, email;

Tech. Advisor: 
Sanjay Mukherje, scg.technical@gmail.com, 01731676907

The whole group:
 shelter-coordination-group-cyclone-sidr@googlegroups.com
Or find us on the web: http://groups.google.com/group/shelter-coordination-group-cyclone-sidr

