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BASIC CONCEPTS
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

Used in products to advocate 
for funding

Inform the Shelter Cluster 
Strategy

Inform JIAF Intersectoral 
Analysis

Inform HNO / HRP Sectoral 
Chapters

Outputs



WHY DO WE NEED THIS?
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

Questions:
• H o w  d o e s  t h e  s e c to r  d e f i n e  i t s e l f ?  
• W h a t  d o  w e  p r o v i d e  a f f e c te d  p e o p l e ?
• D o  w e  h a v e  co n s e n s u s  o n  h o w  w e  d e f i n e  “ n e e d s ”  f o r  s h e l te r ?
• H o w  d o  w e  m e a s u r e  o u r  w o r k ?
• H o w  d o  w e  k n o w  i f  o u r  i n te r v e nt i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  w h a t  w e  

i nte n d ?



WHAT IS THE SSC?
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

PIN
(People in Need)

Severity

# 1 2 3 4 5



WHAT IS THE SSC?
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

Coordination

Technical Information

Management



WHAT IS THE SSC?
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

The Shelter Living Conditions The Settlement



WHAT IS THE SSC?
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

Context (macro-

level factors)

Vulnerabilities & 

capacities/ 

resilience: 

Household

Vulnerabilities & 

capacities/ 

resilience: 

Community

Other Humanitarian 

needs and 

conditions: 

Community

Other Humanitarian 

needs and 

conditions: 

Household

Impacts of 

shelter 

conditions

Pillar 1: the 

shelter

Shock / Event

Contributing 
factors to shelter 
needs

Humanitarian 
needs and 
conditions, 
including drivers 
of severity

Shelter needs and conditions

Pillar 2: 

inside the 

shelter

(Living 

conditions)

Pillar 3: 

outside the 

shelter

(Settlement)



WHAT IS THE SSC?
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n



Examples -  Indicators
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

P i l l a r  1  –  T h e  S h e l t e r  E n c l o s u re :
• %  o f  h o u s e s  t h a t  h a v e  d a m a g e d  r o o f s / w a l l s / e t c .
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  r e p o r t  h a v i n g  t h e i r  b e l o n g s  g e t t i n g  w e t
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  h o u s e  i s  u n s a f e
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h o s t  f a m i l i e s / c o l l e c t i v e  c e n t e r s

P i l l a r  2  –  I n t e r i o r  L i v i n g  C o n d i t i o n s :
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  s l e e p ,  c o o k ,  e a t
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  s e p a r a t e  r o o m s  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  h o u s e  i s  u n s a f e
• %  o f  h o u s e s  t h a t  a r e  c o l d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r

P i l l a r  3  –  T h e  S e tt l e m e n t  C o n d i t i o n s :
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  a t  r i s k  f o r  e v i c t i o n
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  b e l o n g  t o  m a r g i n a l i z e d  e t h n i c  g r o u p s
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  h a v e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  e l e c t r i c i t y
• %  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  l i v i n g  i n  f l o o d  p r o n e  l o c a t i o n s



Calculations
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

• For each administrative unit: 

o The proportion of households under each severity phase

o The overall admin phase

o The number of people in need



Calculations
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

• For each administrative unit: 

o The proportion of households under each severity phase

o The overall admin phase

o The number of people in need



Example -  Bangladesh
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n



Example -  Phil ippines
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n



SSC -  Interventions
S h e l t e r  S e v e r i t y  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

Pillar 2: HH NFI

Sleeping

# of households that received assistance to improve their interior living conditions

# households who have been supported to improve sleeping conditions
# of Blankets
# of mattresses
# of sleeping bags
# of bedding (sheets)

Cooking and 
eating

#households who have been supported to improve ability to cook and eat
# of kitchen sets
# of jerry cans
# of cooking stoves
# of cooking fuel

Thermal and 
energy

# households who have been supported to improve their interior thermal comfort
# of generators
# of heaters
# of days of fuel provided
# of air conditioners and fans
# of solar panels

Security

# people who have received clothing assistance

# households whose interior security and protection has been improved
# of interior partitions
# of lighting items
# of locks

Pillar 1: Shelter

# of households that have been supported with assistance for improved living space
# of tents
# of tarpaulins
# of pallets
# of toolkits
# of prefab shelters and RHUs (refugee housing units)
# of containers

Pillar 3: Improved community living

# of settlement sites (formal/informal) that have been assisted with improved community living
# settlements supported with planning/layout activities
# settlements assisted with infrastructure support
# settlements supported with lighting
# settlements supported with site security
# settlements supported with site improvements

# settlements supported with covered communal gathering spaces



THANK YOU
Questions?
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