Shelter Working Group
National Level Meeting, Tuesday 09 June 2009, 1500hrs

IDB Conference Room, IDB Bhaban, Dhaka 

MEETING MINUTES

Welcome

· Mr. Mozharul Huq, SWG Coordinator, welcomed the members and chaired the meeting 
· See attached attendance list of participants. 
Presentation on recent visit to AILA affected areas, SWG Coordinator 

· SWG Coordinator has presented the recent scenario of devastation by Aila in the worst affected upazillas under Satkhira & Khulna district.
· The first hand information gathered from local community and verified with the upazilla/ district administration suggest that about 53,000 families in twelve  unions of four upazillas under these two districts (See attached table for union wise figures)
· The severely affected people are in dire need of emergency assistance like drinking water, clothes, medicine, temporary latrines etc.
· Irrespective of rich and poor, people are living in on the embankment and in some places on the road side.

· The discussion with local administration and the community people suggest that the affected people taking shelter on the embankment and roadside would not able to return to their respective villages/houses (fully damaged though) until the embankments are fully repaired and reconstructed.

· It is apprehended that during the monsoon season the complete repair of embankments may not be feasible, if not impossible. In such circumstance the people may not be able to return to their home and resume their normal livelihood before November/ December next.

Update from SWG members on response to Aila victims
· The GoB has allocated BDT 175.70 million for shelter repairing
· OXFAM-GB planned to provide 6,000 shelter kits out of which 1,000 has been distributed.

· BRAC has planned to provide 5,000 plastic sheet

· Habitat for Humanity is going to provide 1,000 shelter kits
Major Decision
· It was agreed that three advisory groups will be set up to suggest wage and means for facing the challenges in their respective sector.
· There will be a Strategic Advisory group to be led by UNDP (Mr. Osman Qazi). This group will coordinate with other clusters and also with the GoB on strategic issues.
· The Technical Working Group will consist of UNDP (Ms. Shamira Haider), Habitat for Humanity (Ms. Kelly Koch), OXFAM (Abdus Sobahan) and CRS (Ms. Singdha Chakraborty). This group will provide the minimum standard & design suitable for family shelter (both transitional and core) in Aila affected areas in next two weeks.

· Information & Advocacy Group will consist of representative from ActionAid (Mr. Marif), Nabolok (.......) and UNDP (Mr. Shakil Khan). This group will compile the information on shelter related initiatives for periodical dissemination to the groups as well as to the GoB.
· The group members will provide regular updates of their respective initiatives in 3Ws format.

