12-06-25 – Shelter/SGBV tip sheet

Guidance on mainstreaming the prevention of and response to Sexual and Gender Based Violence in emergency shelter programmes:
The background

“Sexual and gender based violence (SGBV) refers to violence that is directed against a person on the basis of their sex or perceived gender. It includes acts that inflict physical, mental, or sexual harm or suffering, threats of such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.”
  
The theme of SGBV is currently at the forefront of numerous humanitarian projects since it pertains to a wide range of cross-cutting issues, notably protection, gender, education, health and human rights. Gender based violence is a widespread human rights violation which is deeply rooted in discriminatory cultural beliefs and attitudes that perpetuate inequality and powerlessness for women, girls, boys and men.
  Such factors are frequently aggravated in times of conflict and displacement during which the rule of law is eroded and community/family ties are frequently severed. Under these circumstances, the provision of adequately planned and implemented shelter projects can effectively contribute to decreasing the threat and likelihood of SGBV.

The commitments 

The right to adequate housing and to security of person is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).
 Subsequently a vast array of international instruments has reiterated the importance and link between SGBV and shelter.
 In fact, in the context of emergency situations, the minimum requirements that need to be fulfilled in relation to the right to adequate shelter would be privacy, security of person, health and food.

Note: Whilst it is undeniable that a majority of victims of SGBV are women and girls, it is essential to highlight that men and boys also suffer from the violence and trauma of sexual violence, notably in times of conflict when they are subjected to torture/detention. Unfortunately, one of the main barriers to effectively addressing SGBV is the fact that cases are severely under-reported, victims/survivors are reticent to come forth due to fear of reprisals, self-blame or mistrust of authorities. In addition, the devastating fear of social stigma and community rejection is a further deterrent to denouncing such blatant human rights violations.  



Note on Urban Settings

Clear guidelines for shelter programs in urban settings are not as readily available as guidance for camps and settlements. Organizations face a need to adapt existing guidelines to urban settings. Factors to consider when mainstreaming the prevention of and response to SGBV into projects in an urban context include:

· Larger population-at-risk may exist in dense urban centers, compared to relatively sparse rural populations.

· Urban settings require greater knowledge of the spatial and social structures of cities. This understanding can facilitate productive partnerships with local and national governments, civil society and communities.

· Urban centers often have greater resources and infrastructure, it is recommended to identify the pre-established facilities which support efforts to combat SGBV or support SGBV survivors to design the most appropriate course of action.
The guidance provided below applies to urban and rural contexts; however, efforts should be scaled up when a larger population is at risk. It must also be reiterated that stigma associated with SGBV and the under-reporting of cases requires additional attention and precautions in a bid to protect women, girls, boys and men from harm.
Key action points to prevent and respond to SGBV through shelter projects
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Action point 1: Understand the risks and threats of SGBV for women, girls, boys and men

· Conduct participatory assessments to identify and understand the concerns and needs of women, girls, boys and men

· Data should always be disaggregated by age, sex and other relevant cultural factors

· Conduct focus group discussions with samples of affected population on SGBV to establish particularly vulnerable groups and specific actions to undertake in order to ensure maximum protection

· Identify existing coping mechanisms for SGBV

· When SGBV prevalence high, consider appointing dedicated advisor to facilitate coordination, implementation, information management and sharing with other relevant actors


	
	Action point 2: Ensure that displaced populations participate and are represented

· Implement appropriate support and referral process for victims/survivors of SGBV whilst ensuring confidentiality to avoid stigma and discrimination

· Build on existing coping mechanisms (if possible) or tailor response to cultural norm

· Conduct awareness raising and prevention campaigns for women, girls, boys and men

· Advocate the inclusion of SGBV within the response of all relevant humanitarian partners

· Establish working group to ensure the effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation of SGBV related actions


	

	
	Action point 3: Ensure safe site and shelter planning / implementation

· Plan location of shelter areas to promote a sense of community and reinforce community-based protection whilst maintaining the privacy of family unit 

· Ensure SPHERE standards for space and density are respected during construction

· Provide culturally appropriate Core Relief Items (CRIs), notably clothes and female hygiene kits

· Provide common areas for affected population, notably for children, close to living quarters Carefully plan water and sanitation facilities in conjunction with WASH cluster, certain steps are required to ensure the safety of SGBV vulnerable groups:

· Identify adequate location within safe walking distance for latrines

· Ensure separate latrines for women and men with doors that lock from the inside and with locks that are at a reachable height for children
· Ensure access routes and communal areas are well-lit

· Explore possibility of community based security patrols

· In partnership with relevant clusters, ensure the provision of confidential sexual violence care at health centres, safety and security, psychosocial support and of legal services.

· Provide secure shelters which protect against attack through distribution of resistant materials, provision of lockable door and internal partitions (if culturally appropriate)


	

	
	Action point 4: Enable equal access to shelter and CRIs for all the affected population

· Ensure all affected populations have access to shelter to decrease vulnerability, specific attention should be given to groups at heightened risk or with specific needs

· Provide technical and construction assistance whilst prioritizing unaccompanied girls, boys, pregnant women, older persons , persons with disabilities  and single headed households (reduce likelihood of survival sex)

· Distribution and allocation of CRIs should benefit women, girls, boys and men equally


	
	Action point 5: Promote coordination and cooperation with other clusters

· Establish a monitoring and evaluation system among partners and local government to promote homogenous SGBV response

· Consistently refer to the affected population to assist with monitoring and evaluation of project success and act accordingly when gaps are identified 

· Disseminate good practice and lessons learned through information sharing platform, such as the shelter cluster

· Promote partnership with other clusters (Protection, WASH, CCCM, NFI etc) to ensure SGBV is being linked to appropriate services
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Endnotes
� UNGA Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, Arts. 1 and 2, (1993)


� Global protection Cluster Working Group, Handbook for the Protection of Internally Displaced Persons, (2010), p. 169.


� Art. 25 and 3 of UDHR


� Art. 11 (1) of ICESCR, Art. 17 (1) of ICCPR


� Inter-Agency Standing Committee, Women, Girls, Boys and Men: Different Needs – Equal Opportunities: IASC Gender Handbook in Humanitarian Action (2006), p.97.





