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This report provides a situational overview of the scale and geographic distribution of damage across the Gaza Strip, 
with an emphasis on analysis at the municipality level. It triangulates data from the Palestinian Central Bureau of 
Statistics (PCBS) 2024 and the United Nations Satellite Centre (UNOSAT)’s Gaza Strip Comprehensive Damage 
Assessment 2025 to assess the extent and distribution of damage.
 
The population impact estimates in this report represent the number of individuals who were residing in residential 
structures identi�ed as destroyed or damaged—categorized as severely, moderately, or possibly damaged. These 
�gures are calculated by applying the average household size published by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 
(PCBS) in 2024 to the number of a�ected housing units identi�ed through UNOSAT’s satellite imagery analysis in 
October 2025. It should be noted that these estimates do not re�ect the current displacement status or shelter 
location and conditions of the a�ected population.
 
In addition, the report outlines the distribution of damage to residential dwellings, public infrastructure, and key 
community facilities across governorates. These �ndings are supported by demographic indicators to inform 
data-driven humanitarian planning and prioritization. The analysis will be updated regularly as new veri�ed information 
becomes available and the situation on the ground evolves.

Severity maps and scales presented in this report were developed by comparing the total estimated building stock 
prior to 7 October with the total number of damaged buildings within each municipality. Damage severity was 
classi�ed into three categories based on the resulting damage ratio: Low (0–33 per cent), Moderate (33–66 per cent), 
and High (≥66 per cent).

This approach provides a standardized metric for assessing the relative scale of structural damage across 
municipalities, enabling spatial comparison and prioritization. While the methodology allows for consistent cross-area 
analysis, it is subject to limitations inherent to secondary data and satellite-based damage assessments.

The Gaza Strip, with a population of over 2.1 million people, has sustained extensive and widespread physical damage 
as a result of prolonged hostilities. Large-scale destruction of residential buildings, public infrastructure, and essential 
service facilities has fundamentally altered living conditions across all governorates. Entire neighbourhoods have 
experienced partial or complete structural collapse, rendering signi�cant portions of the housing stock uninhabitable 
and severely constraining the population’s ability to return to pre-crisis locations. 

Over the past two years, recurrent waves of hostilities, evacuation orders, and shifting frontlines have driven repeated 
displacement, with population movements closely linked to the scale, intensity, and location of structural damage. 
Widespread damage to housing, health facilities, water and sanitation networks, and road infrastructure continues to 
limit mobility, disrupt service delivery, and undermine prospects for stabilization and early recovery. 

Despite the cease�re, humanitarian operations remain constrained by access restrictions, extensive debris, and the 
degraded operational environment in heavily a�ected areas, including locations adjacent to or beyond the “Yellow 
Line” where the military remains deployed, daily detonations of residential buildings continue to be reported  These 
constraints continue to limit humanitarian reach and the pace of assistance delivery. In this context, systematic, 
damage-informed analysis is essential to understand displacement dynamics, identify priority geographic areas, and 
support evidence-based humanitarian planning. Reliable assessments of structural damage enable humanitarian actors 
to align emergency response with early recovery e�orts and to prioritize interventions based on both immediate 
humanitarian needs and longer-term habitability and safety considerations. 
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In Palestine, the Shelter Cluster coordinates humanitarian partners to ensure a coherent, timely, and e�ective shelter 
response for displaced and con�ict-a�ected populations. It provides strategic guidance, technical standards, and agreed 
approaches to support emergency, transitional, and shelter repair interventions adapted to the evolving context. The 
Cluster facilitates information sharing, joint needs analysis, and gap identi�cation to minimize duplication and promote 
equitable geographic coverage. It works closely with national authorities, local actors, and other clusters to strengthen 
area-based and multi-sectoral responses. In addition, the Shelter Cluster advocates for safe access, appropriate shelter 
solutions, and the integration of protection, accountability to a�ected populations, and environmental considerations 
across shelter programming.

Shelter Damage Overview

1Estimated number of damaged buildings is based on the UNOSAT Gaza Strip Comprehensive Damage Assessment, released on 31  October 2025. This includes only the number of buildings. 
Damaged public and community buildings are presented in a separate table. Source:
https://unosat.org/products/4213.   

2The estimated number of housing units is based on satellite imagery analysis conducted by UNOSAT in October 2025.
 
3The estimated number of affected individuals is calculated by taking the number of damaged housing units identified in the UNOSAT Gaza Strip Damage Assessment (May 2025) and multiplying 
it by the average household size reported by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS). The calculation covers all categories of structural damage to private buildings, including destroyed, 
severely damaged, moderately damaged, possibly damaged, and possibly damage caused by debris. Source: 
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2715.pdf
 
4The average household size is based on data from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) 2024. Source:
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2715.pdf

5The average distribution of dwelling types is derived from data published by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) in 2018. Source: 
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2364-1.pdf

6The estimated number of damaged public and community buildings is based on data from the UNOSAT Gaza Strip Damage Assessment (October 2025). Source: 
https://unosat.org/products/4213.   

7The average number of housing units per governorate in Gaza was calculated using data from the PCBS Preliminary Results of the Population, Housing and Establishment Census (2017), by 
dividing the total number of buildings by the number of housing units in each governorate. Source:
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2364-1.pdf

About  Needs and Population Monitoring Programme:

In September 2024, the IOM Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT)  team launched the Needs and Population 
Monitoring (NPM) programme to carry out a comprehensive range of data collection activities and assessments 
across the  OPT. The initiative aims to generate timely, accurate, and evidence-based information to support strategic 
planning and enable the Shellter Cluster  and other humanitarian actors to e�ectively identify and respond to the 
needs of a�ected populations.

About  Shelter Cluster:

GAZA

SHELTER DAMAGE OVERVIEW 
JAN 2026JAN 2026JAN 2026JAN 2026

https://unosat.org/products/4213
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2364-1.pdf
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2715.pdf
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2715.pdf
https://unosat.org/products/4213
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2364-1.pdf

