EMERGENCY SHELTER CLUSTER
26th November 2008
Needs Assessments and Analysis

· The last of the Madrasas and schools have been emptied. The populations from these centres have returned to various areas often close to their original settlements. Agencies are still providing shelter materials where people are known to be relocating. 
· The Government of Nepal informed agencies of a detailed damage and loss assessment planned to begin on November 23, agencies from the shelter cluster are planning to assist.
Overall Achievements

· Over 22,000 plastic sheets of varying quality have been distributed.

· Other items including over 32,000 blankets, 15,000 mosquito nets, 7,000 battery powered LED lights, 9,500 kitchen sets and 17,000 sleeping mats have also been distributed.
· Regular weekly coordination meetings are continuing in Saptari and Sunsari.
· Latest information is available on the groups website at http://groups.google.com/group/ESC-Koshi
· Handover of the cluster is being completed with UN HABITAT assuming the lead as the shelter response focus changes to early recovery.  
Challenges

· More accurate verification of the initial registration remains a priority to assist with distribution plans

· The unplanned settlements in areas where the floodwaters have receded are continuing. 
· Close coordination with the GoN to ensure materials and support provided as part of the planned returnee package is achieved in a coherent manner with support and cooperation from all clusters. 
Gaps and Future Planning
· Whilst affected populations are returning at or near their original location there remains no assessment on the long term safety and susceptibility of the affected area from future similar events.
· The cluster awaits commitments from agencies to ensure gaps identified by the coordination team are covered.
· Continued field presence and input from the shelter coordination team during the handover period.
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