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Shelter Cluster
Shelter Working Group

Philippines Typhoons

SitRep:  08 February 2007

1.
Cluster Name:

Emergency Shelter Cluster
2.
Lead Agency:

International Federation of RC

3.
Contacts:

Martin Fisher

4.
Reporting Period:
02 to 08 February 2007

5.
Overview:

Although some progress has been made towards permanent shelter, the gap between numbers of families needing assistance and the known number of houses planned remains very large. Some 30% of the government’s lists of the affected population is assumed to be in a position to help themselves, but this still leaves many tens of thousands without any assistance. In Albay province work has progressed in identifying additional plots of land is ongoing to secure tenure of them and begin site approvals and planning. However, this remains insufficient area for the planned number of DSWD Core Shelters, and further land will need to be found. No new agencies have indicated ability or capacity to help with shelter support in the future even though some additional funding may possibly be available.
6.
Current Situation:
Overview of the Shelter Categories (updated since last week):
	1.    Evacuation Centres:

Currently in school buildings and tented camps. Very overcrowded, often below Sphere standards especially for sanitation, but no reported critical health issues at this time although an increase in respiratory infections esp. amongst children. Centres being supported by government with Oxfam and IOM and other local groups and church organisations.


	2.    Transit Camps (only Albay Province) (also known by GoP as “staging areas”):

DSWD, Oxfam and IOM are working in these transit camps.


	3.    Transitional housing: 

Red Cross shelter project: 3-5 years lifespan, all affected areas, planning for total of 15,000 units (c. USD 8m), 40% of which is for repairs. Materials procurement process started and material deliveries expected to start in late February.

No other major programmes or agencies involved in this sector.


	4.    Permanent housing on the identified Relocation Sites:  
Government programme (CSAP: Core Shelter Assistance Programme), Bicol (Region 5), 12,000 units (USD 20m), planned and awaiting the release of allocated funds. Will be handled by government agencies. Additional projects are being implemented by some church groups (see further details below) and local initiatives, but the numbers are extremely small when compared to the overall needs.



· A ground-breaking ceremony was held on Wednesday 07 February at Anislag (Albay) for the first of 330 permanent houses being built by the Daughters of Charity Mission, funded by the Mission, other church organizations, the congregations and benefactors. Houses (20m2) will be on plots of 80m2; sufficient land for 692 houses, but insufficient funding secured.
· Site is adjacent to earlier (Y 2000?) resettlement site for families moved from the slopes of Mt Mayon. Land has been approved and cleared by the authorities, and construction work is being overseen by one of the Sisters who is an architect. 
· The intended residents will be the 303 families currently housed at the Tabon Tabon Elementary School in Daraga. Some of the men from this group were previously involved in community housing works and will work at the site. Estimated time of completion: 10 houses per 2 weeks.

· In Albay province, relocation sites have been provisionally identified by the government as shown below, with a further 20 ha in Daraga Municipality still needed*:
	Municipality
	Total No. of families
	Name of Site
	Area
	Notes

	Santo Domingo
	503 
	San Andres
	14.7 ha
	Some of this area is not suitable for housing. Cleared by PhilVolcs; engineering plan prepared by NHA 

	
	
	
	9.2 ha
	A newly-identified site; awaiting further details

	Legaspi City
	700
	Taysan
	10 ha
	Currently in use for temporary shelter and permanent housing also being constructed here

	
	c. 1,300
	Banquerohan
	20 ha
	LGU owned, NHA has developed site

	Daraga
	4,679
	Anislag 

(330 families)
	8.8 ha
	Cleared by PhilVolcs; engineering plan prepared by NHA. Construction process began 07 February for first of 330 houses under management of Daughters of Charity.

	
	
	Gapo
	7.2 ha
	Private land identified, to be confirmed

	
	
	Mayon
	5.4 ha
	Private land identified, to be confirmed

	
	
	Penafrancia
	15.4 ha
	Private land identified but at very high price. On hold

	
	
	Villahermosa
	8.3 ha
	Private land identified, to be confirmed

	
	
	
	
	Daraga needs to find another 20 ha

	Camalig
	1,735
	Tagatay
	18.5 ha
	Private land, under negotiation, should be settled in 2 weeks. Sufficient area.

	Guinobatan
	1,003
	Banao
	9 ha
	Philippines Coconut Authority land; under negotiation, hopefully finalized in 3 weeks

	
	
	Mauraro
	15 ha
	Bicol University owned; under negotiation


*l information provided directly by representatives of the Municipalities concerned; 07 Feb 07.
· Once land is available, NHA (National Housing Authority) will undertake site planning and the installation of sewage, water supply and power. Land will then be transferred to the LGUs for further development work.

· Further verification of damage and demographic data, and the updating of the information, is ongoing through a variety of channels. Ensuring accurate data through cross-checking remains an area of focus.
· The Governor of Albay has indicated he is expecting “better” housing than that being proposed by DSWD; and is indicating he expects these improved models to be up and habitable by the end of June – somewhat over-optimistically perhaps.
· IOM transported tents to Albay for the DSWD; part of a donation from the People’s Republic of China. 

· IOM repeated their offer of transport availability to all agencies for relief goods, including shelter materials and personnel if necessary.
· PhilVolcs Albay and MGB (Mines and Geosciences Bureau) are still working to update the danger areas information. Based on original maps from the 1980s, and lightly updated after the Mt Mayon eruption a few years ago, this work needs major revision which is taking time.
· However, the Agencies are active in assisting the authorities in assessing the suitability of settlement sites on an individual basis.
7.
Ongoing Activities and Planned Actions 

· Oxfam continues to support the transit centres with construction of latrines and bathhouses,
participation in site planning, advice on Sphere minimum standards and is holding trainings on UNGPID. They are also providing emergency shelter repair kits for at least 2,000 families in Camalig and Daraga. (This is correction of details provided last week.)
· The Red Cross Transitional Shelter kits have been tendered for and contracts are to be awarded in the coming days, with materials delivery likely starting the end of February to two warehouses in Manila and Naga.
· The distribution of these RC shelters has been provisionally planned as follows:

· Marinduque – 800; Albay – 1,573; Catanduanes – 1,251; Mondoro Oriental – 800; Camarines Sur – 7,000; Quezon – 800; Isabelle – 416; Aurora – 416; Masbate – 300;  Total 13,356.  40% of the total planned 15,000 is for roofing/repairs. Toolkits will go to each family.
· IOM has possible further funding to purchase more shelter materials.
· IOM/UN Habitat also still expects to use the USD 250,000 from the CERF fund via UNDP for camp management and camp improvement issues throughout Albay province.
· Plans, design sketches and component lists of all types of shelter units still have to be provided in full by most agencies for a wider circulation. To be followed up by the ESWG.
· Meeting scheduled for Monday 12 February between UN Habitat and Federation to start looking at modalities and times for handover of cluster responsibilities.
8.
Challenges and Concerns

As previously noted, there remains concern about the ongoing use of schools as evacuation sites and for the length of time people will have to remain there before more permanent solutions are finalised. An increase in respiratory problems in children is being noted as the weather gets warmer. Deliveries of food rations have been said to be a bit erratic though people said they had sufficient. Both issues will be taken up with relevant clusters directly.
9.
Advocacy Concerns

Specifically regarding permanent construction, good coordination between all agencies with the competent government authorities is important to ensure adherence to building codes, quality of construction, size of units etc. 
Additional funding will be required if further shelter work is to be achieved; there seems to be little spare capacity by those continuing to work on the ground to absorb even funds which may be available already.
10.
Next Meetings
Monday 12 February:
Heads of Cluster meeting, 14:00h at ILO Manila

Tuesday 13 February:
Shelter Cluster meeting, 14:00h at NDCC, Office of Civil Defence, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City
Thursday 15 Feb:
Camp Management Working Group meeting in Albay (CMWGA); 14:00h at the PDCC, Legaspi City (tbc)



Compiled by the Federation’s Coordination Team

Visit the Shelter Working Group online:  http://groups-beta.google.com/group/shelterphilippinestyphoons06
Or send the group a message:  shelterphilippinestyphoons06@googlegroups.com
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