National Shelter Working Group

Philippines Typhoons

Participants Meeting, 14h00, Tuesday 27th February 2007

OCD/NDCC Conference Room, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City 

Minutes
In attendance:

	Name
	Agency
	Organisation 
	Role

	Raj Rana
	IFRC Coordination Team
	IFRC
	Shelter Cluster Coordinator

	Celia C. Yangco
	DSWD- Undersecretary
	Gov’t of Philippines
	

	Ida Mae Fernandez
	IOM
	International Organization
	Project Officer

	Ria Cantos-Moritcho
	Gawad Kalinga
	National Organization
	

	Milosil E Cruz
	DSWD
	Gov’t of Philippines
	

	Honesto S Pardo
	DSWD
	Gov’t of Philippines
	

	Juan Blenn I Huelgas
	UN Habitat
	UN
	

	Agnes Palacio 
	OCD-NDCC
	Gov’t of Philippines
	

	Martes J Galanga
	OCD-NDCC
	Gov’t of Philippines
	

	Rey E. Martija
	DSWD
	Gov’t of Philippines
	


1 INTRO AND WELCOME

Representative from Gawad Kalinga was welcomed.

2 REVIEW MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of previous meeting were approved; OCHA had provided comments electronically.

3 FEEDBACK FROM CLUSTER LEADS

No pressing issues from the Cluster Leads level; a quick discussion on the tentative donors meetings took place.  Some suggestions that the meeting will be held on 07 March.

4 UPDATE FROM DSWD

DSWD introduced its Undersecretary, Operations and Capacity Building Group.  Ms. Yangco made a short presentation on the expectations that the government has for the NSWG.  Primarily, she hopes that the NSWG will continue to identify gaps in emergency response; that it will enforce and suggest relevant shelter standards and policies; and help best marshal resources to where they are needed.  She shared some concern on the question of validating data, and asked how both side of the table could ‘partner’ to speed the process and improve the quality of data collected.  The data validation process cannot continue indefinitely.

No news on the DSWD budget discussed the week before.  There was a meeting of the relevant actors at the level of the President’s Chief of Staff; hopefully this will fast track the release of funds shortly.  Also decided in these meetings was the breakdown of priorities by regions, provinces and municipalities, with Bikol region still considered as the priority.  A total of 5357 housing units are planned.  

It had been hoped that NHA could participate to the meeting; this was ultimately not possible.

In terms of relocation sites, NHA will be addressing the purchase of sites, site development and housing material assistance (2000 PhP/family in material).  DSWD is waiting that NHA share the sites they have identified and allow them to determine and synchronize how many families can be accommodated with this land. 

Finally, DSWD is exploring a possible partnership with Habitat for Humanity.  Gawad Kalinga gave a short brief on their projects in Bikol region, and promised to post their reports on the NSWG googlepages.  They will in future take part in the NSWG meetings and their representative in Legaspi will also contact the PSWG.

5 AGENCY UPDATES

Agencies shared briefed on the ECHO visit of the previous week.

IOM/HABITAT- briefed on their plans for transitional shelter, which will soon be underway.  IOM has transported 24.6 tons shelter material. 

Red Cross- the first two model houses had been constructed and initial training took place.  Drawings and photos will be posted on googlegroups as available.  Material procurement and logistics planning continues.  

UNDP announced by text message that there will be a Local Project Advisory Committee meeting for CERF funding at 14h00, 02 March in their offices.  It was suggested that there be DSWD representatives present to assist in validating the projects.

6 DATA MANAGEMENT 

The question of how to better-validated damage data was again raised.  There are time constraints to confirm the collected data, as the Government cannot make plans on changing data.  Apparently data collected by 16 February is considered to be the finalized data, but all are open to further validation.  IOM was looking at support from Peace Corps volunteers to assist in validation if seen as necessary by participants.  Shelter Coordination Team will look at the question during Legaspi field visit.

Shelter Coordination team will also continue to work on matrix while in Legaspi and post on googlegroups by Friday.  Participants agreed that it was a useful tool, but efforts should be made to avoid duplication of effort in collecting the same ‘who/what/where?’ data.

7 AOB
It was underlined that ECHO may be interested in financing further is capacity exists at the field level.  Shelter Coordination Team offered to facilitate this discussion if there were interested parties.  Will also communicate details on upcoming donor meeting as they are made available.

8 DATE / TIME / PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting to be held at the OCD/NDCC conference hall in Camp Aguinaldo, on Tuesday 06 March at 14:00 hrs.


Upcoming meetings:

01 March 09h00- 
RDCC meeting in Legaspi (Shelter Coord Team to attend)

05 March 14h00- 
Cluster Leads Meeting- IOM Offices

06 March 14h00- 
NSWG

07 March 09h00- 
PSWG Meeting- Legaspi
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   Compiled by IFRC Coordination Team
Visit the Shelter Working Group online: http://groups-beta.google.com/group/shelterphilippinestyphoons06 


Or send the group a message: shelterphilippinestyphoons@googlegroups.com
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