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Current Status of the 

ENSO

 The Meteorology Department has issued 

an El Niño ALERT for Tonga

 This means there is a 70% chance of 

El Niño forming this year. 

 It is predicted that El Niño thresholds 

will be reached and will declared 

during the time frame of July - August 

2023.



Current Status 

of the ENSO

 Global climate models 

monitored by the 

Department are forecasting 

the likelihood of further 

warming and that these 

SSTs will remain above El 

Niño thresholds at least into 

the last quarter of this year 

(2023). 

 A strong El Niño event





Impacts of El Nino to Tonga

 Prolonged Drought periods

 Less rainfall for Tonga

 More Tropical Cyclones (TCs)

 At least 3 to 4 TCs expected

 At most 2 Severe TCs expected

 Category 3, 4 or 5

 Cooler night temperature 

 Coral Bleaching due to warmer ocean temperatures

 Multi-sector impacts



Past Rainfall Observations



Rainfall Outlook



Recommendations

 That the Tonga Meteorological Service continues to update Cabinet of the El Nino

status monthly and conducts public awareness in collaboration with the National

Emergency Management Office (NEMO) Less rainfall for Tonga.

 El Nino bill-boards to be installed

 Government Ministries follow closely the climate outlooks over the following month

make the necessary preparations for lower-than-normal rainfall from September

2023 to March 2024 and more Tropical Cyclone activity than normal in the next

Tropical Cyclone Season from November 2023 to April 2024.



MALO ‘AUPITO
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