Checklist for Protection Mainstreaming in Shelter
Key messages
Every affected person should have equitable access to shelter and NFIs.

Distribution of shelter materials and NFIs should ensure the safety and dignity of disaster affected populations and avoid doing harm.

The needs of vulnerable groups should be prioritised












[bookmark: _GoBack]All agencies providing shelter and NFI assistance to the affected population should identify the most vulnerable individuals/groups within the community – and be aware of the specific needs and safety concerns of any group according to age and gender. 

Prioritising safety and dignity, and avoid doing harm

· Consider the provision of additional NFIs essential for personal hygiene, dignity and well-being, including sanitary materials for women and girls, that are consistent with cultural and religious traditions.

· Check that the distribution site is safe & accessible for all groups within the affected population. Beneficiaries should not have to pass through dangerous areas to access shelter/NFI assistance.

· Check that the distribution time is safe for beneficiaries to travel to the distribution point and return home without exposure to further risk of harm.

· Establish measures to prevent, monitor and respond to safety concerns, including any intimidation, coercion, violence or exploitation associated with shelter/NFI distribution. Ensure that all staff/community representatives involved in shelter/NFI distribution are aware of these processes.

· Ensure that shelter assistance takes into account the land tenure situation of displaced people. Advocate with land and property owners and local authorities to avoid eviction.

· Keep personal data and lists of recipients firmly restricted to concerned actors and safe from unintended use.

· Assess whether access to shelter is causing tension or conflict.

· Are there measures in place to prevent and respond to physical/sexual violence arising in crowded shelter conditions (eg in evacuation centres)?

Meaningful Access

· Treat displaced persons equitably, whether they are living in host-family arrangements, collective centers, are self-settled in urban or rural locations, are self-settled in camps, or are living in planned camps.

· Ensure that agencies consider the needs of different ethnic, racial, national or social groups in shelter allocation, ensuring that the quality of shelter is equitable across all groups.

· Prioritize people and groups on the basis of need – do not prioritize certain groups because their solutions are easier to achieve.

· People with disabilities and older persons may not be able to come to distribution/facility sites (e.g. food, water). Plan additional measures to reach persons with disabilities and older persons.

· Ensure particularly vulnerable groups such as female headed households, older persons and persons with disability have equal access to core relief Items and ability to transport them.

· Recognise the ownership rights of both male and female heads of household and prevent discrimination.

· Support and assist displaced persons until such time as they are no longer disadvantaged as a result of their displacement.

· All efforts should be undertaken to secure safe housing for unaccompanied children and establish monitoring procedures by specialized agencies and the community itself.

· Ensure that unaccompanied older persons are assisted in constructing their own shelters.

· Develop appropriate response to help vulnerable groups to access aid, transport shelter material and construct shelters. Pay particular attention to assistance needed by persons with disabilities and older persons to ensure construction of accessible shelters.

· Are there measures in place to ensure that women, men, boys and girls with special shelter needs or vulnerabilities are prioritised and supported?

· In registering households for shelter/NFI assistance, avoid registering only the male head of household. Do not exclude the registration of other adult family members or unaccompanied minors.

· Disaggregate beneficiaries by age and sex.

· Explore options for home delivery of shelter materials/NFIs where necessary (eg for people with disabilities who cannot access the distribution point; elderly, child-headed households etc).

· Ensure that any differences in amount/content of shelter/NFI packages on the basis of need, are clearly communicated to, and understood by recipients.

Accountability, Participation and Empowerment

· Include host community in shelter and NFI needs assessments to avoid tensions arising between displaced people and host communities

· Engage community representatives (including women, men, youth, ethnic minorities, older people) in the design and implementation of shelter and NFI programs to ensure that the shelter materials and NFIs are culturally appropriate, adaptable and functional in the local context

· Consider the gender balance of distribution teams to ensure that there are enough women available as a contact point for women in the community.

· Provide information on shelter/NFI distributions through a range of different communication methods (ie poster, radio, loudspeaker, TV, newspaper etc) to ensure that information reaches all beneficiaries (eg literate, illiterate, people with disabilities, minority language groups among affected population)

· Provide clear information to the affected population explaining that vulnerable people do not have to pay or provide services/favours to anyone in exchange for receiving shelter/NFI assistance. Ensure that this information is communicated to women and girls in the affected population.

· Set up a confidential complaints mechanism for people to report concerns, including incidents of intimidation, violence and sexual exploitation committed by community members and/or humanitarian personnel.

· Involve women and men in the planning and in the implementation of Core Relief Items distribution.

· Ensure that disaster-affected populations are fully involved in the planning and management of their return, resettlement and reintegration.

· Work with the community to identify skilled women and men and adolescent girls and boys who can support shelter construction, from both the IDP and the other affected communities.

· Ensure consultation with host communities, government authorities, as well as beneficiaries, men, women, boys and girls. Involve persons with disabilities and older persons in your needs assessments in order to have accurate information about their specific needs.

· Consider assistance to host families and host communities, such as support in expanding or adapting the host family shelter.

· Provide information about people’s entitlements and where and how they can access remedies, resolve disputes or apply for compensation – by referring to relevant authorities, legal services, or another agencies specialising in housing, land and property rights.

· Conduct regular structured dialogues and discussions with individuals and groups of different ages, gender and backgrounds, particularly those with specific needs on shelter issues, to ensure that any protection concerns highlighted are discussed and resolved.

· Work with the community to set up monitoring or similar mechanisms to assess the living conditions of persons with specific needs in the community, such as older persons living without adult family members or child-headed households.

On-going Monitoring

· Do affected populations face any barriers/obstacles to access shelter/NFI assistance?

· Are there any barriers to women receiving shelter assistance?

· Is there any group in need of shelter/NFI assistance who is not able to access it?

· Does the location/type of shelter/NFIs create or increase any protection risks for the affected population?
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