Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items
Emergency Shelter and Non-Food-Items (ES/NFIs), or equivalent cash grants to beneficiaries to access NFIs relief items from markets is a key emergency response for disaster affected populations forced to flee their homes with no or limited basic household assets, often having to spend weeks or even months in the open space with no protection against the harsh weather conditions, without privacy, exposed to diseases and with no safe cooking and water storage items. In order to save lives and minimize the impact of disasters on affected communities ES/NFI Cluster in close coordination with the Government of Ethiopia has been providing standard ES/NFI kits for disaster affected communities in Ethiopia. The standard ES/NFI kit comprises plastic sheets, blankets and sleeping mats for thermal comfort, jerry cans, kitchen sets and mosquito nets to protect against vector borne diseases.

As of 30th October 2013, a total of 448,767 individuals were displaced in various regions of Ethiopia by both natural disasters and conflicts. Out of these, 112,548 individuals or 18,758 households were displaced along Ethiopia borders due to cross-border conflict in neighboring countries, particularly in areas of Moyale within the Oromia and Somali region The Government of Ethiopia’s Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), with humanitarian agencies have been carrying out joint assessments to determine the humanitarian needs of the disaster affected communities. In 2013, the total ES/NFI need was approximately 51,000 kits. In the same year, humanitarian agencies through the coordination of the ES/NFI cluster distributed more than 34,000 ES/NFI kits in multiple Regions of Ethiopia. In 2012, agencies provided more than 22,000 kits for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and people-of-concern (households crossing borders into Ethiopia) affected by natural disaster and conflict. This amounted to an increase of 64% in terms of ES/NFI needs signifying an increase in the frequency of displacements caused by natural disasters and conflict. Therefore, it is critical that the HRD considers pre-positioning of relief items; particularly ES/NFI kits to save lives and minimize the suffering of disaster affected communities and . The ES/NFI Cluster proposes propositioning of at least 80% of the total need for year 2013 which is equivalent to 27,200 Es/NFI kits for 2014.
