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The Urban Settlements Working Group (USWG) – GSC consultation summary:

Settlement Approaches Guidance Note 

The Urban Settlements Working Group (USWG), with the support of USAID/OFDA, is developing a Settlements* based Approach and Coordination Guidance note. Settlement-based approaches, also known as Area-, Neighbourhood-, or Place-Based Approaches, aim to provide multi-sectoral support which considers the whole population living in a specific geographic area with high levels of need. 

The guidance note intends to support humanitarian and development agencies understand and apply settlement-based approaches in humanitarian response & recovery. This guidance will complement a growing evidence-base on Settlement approaches, including the ECHO-supported Settlement Approach Case Study Compendium, as well as, Ten principles for area-based approaches, the forthcoming PCI ‘Neighbourhood Approach Guidance’ and other resources.
The consultation started with a panel discussion, with Tom Bamforth, Daniela Raiman and Marina Aangeloni. They discussed the BA principles from CCCM, gFSC, Security/Nutrition and Shelter and Settlements assistance as well as from their coordination experience, especially on how different sectors apply the approach, and what implications it has from a multi-sectoral coordination perspective.
Discussion, suggestions and challenges that we need to overcome:
· As far as coordination is concerned, multi-sectoral approaches can work well, can be managed well, and achieve broader impacts at a hub or sub-hub level 
· The approach entails proactively working with communities, local governments and other stakeholders and therefore we need to be much clearer with our intentions, planning, programming and coordination
· When the four key principles and its underlying scope are applied and followed through it can address to mitigate some of the challenges of early-recovery and Hum-Dev Nexus.
· Information management is key. This entail a multisector 5W and much more intricate coordination of information collection and coherence. This might be harder to get it right the first time but could be made simpler over time.
· More pilot projects must be undertaken. Some of the suggestions are to provide technical support capacity to the clusters (a specialist included in a cluster team – either as surge or as a dedicated short mission). 
· ABA approach should become a key consideration as opposed to default deployment of clusters. Often this can be done in small scale responses. It must be also decided at the earliest possible time.
· To make the multi-sector multi-partner effort succeed, we need some agreed upon, predictable partnerships among agencies willing to work-together in assessment & information sharing, implement programs, and share resources.
· Some challenges include ongoing conflict zones and complex government structures
· Earliest engagement with development actors, possible infrastructure recovery, long-term housing and livelihood assistance and recovery. Often these happens too late. 

The co-chairs of the USWG, CRS, Impact-Initiatives, and InterAction will gather these inputs and incorporate into the guidance. 
