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Gaps remain in the provision of sheltering solutions to displaced people and those on their own land in the urban and rural areas of the earthquake affected cantons. The shelter sector is playing a key role in identifying the types of sheltering assistance for each category of population in an environment with complicated tenure and land issues, rebuilding regulations and recovery politics. The Government plans to provide affected families with financial support for rent, host families, repairs and reconstruction of housing. The added value of the international humanitarian community is the provision of technical support both at policy and operational level to ensure that assistance is provided according to minimum humanitarian principles and to standards that will facilitate recovery and ensure safer construction in the future. 

· Immediate technical support and material assistance is needed for people who have already started to rebuild in rural and urban areas who are not on disputed, temporary or hazardous land.

· Urgent need for public information campaigns to ensure that affected communities are able to make informed choices and decisions regarding their shelter and housing solutions. 
 
· The lack of funding is now starting to limit the immediate emergency and recovery support that shelter actors can offer. Without increased resources most international organisations will be terminating their support in the coming weeks.

· The two additional earthquakes have provoked more damage to the housing stock and will require the urgent re-evaluation of all housing identified as ‘green’ and ‘yellow’ in the former damage evaluation.

· All shelter  interventions need to allow people to remain on their land and close to their livelihoods while they reconstruct permanent housing or repair damaged housing with cash grants planned by the Government. 

· The quality of building materials is substandard, particularly that of blocks and the type of wood being used for framing. Advocacy for minimum standards of building materials  needs to be stepped up with private sector and government.

· The Government is planning for the reconstruction of housing to be contractor led instead of supporting people to build back safer. Instead of affected  people receiving cash grants from Government, this will be given to private sector companies and they will rebuild housing. The assumption of Government is that this will speed up reconstruction and result in safer buildings. This is unlikely to be the case. Global experience shows that recovery and reconstruction is faster and results in better quality housing when affected people are in charge of the process of reconstructing  their homes and are provided with adequate technical and financial assistance and good quality building materials.

· An area of continued concern is the possibility of forced evictions and relocations of entire settlements into military run camps and the registration for financial assistance for rental and host family support through camps as the only distribution modality. All relocations need to be voluntary.

· Camps in general should be a last resort and ones managed by the military should be discouraged.

· Lack of adherence to minimum humanitarian standards in camp environments increases risks and will cause secondary displacement.
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