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	Site Assessment Checklist
Integration / Resettlement with Livelihoods / Resettlement for  Safety Sites

	District Name:
	
	TA Name:
	

	TA Focal point name:
	
	Telephone:
	

	
	
	Email:
	

	TA Priority Ranking:
	1-5:
	Overview:
	

	Assessment Focal Point Name:
	
	Telephone:
	

	Position:
	
	Email:
	



+++

Guidance for use of this document 
1. The National Shelter and Camp Management Cluster encourages all shelter actors to perform an exhaustive examination of the alternatives before considering resettlement. 
These alternatives include: 
· adapting house design and lifestyles to enable households to live safely with floods (including associated early warning systems)
· examining what options there are to move very locally to higher ground
· examine what options there are for integration of IDPs into existing nearby communities
Resettlement is very expensive. It should be the last option to be considered.
2. Decisions taken to resettle communities that do not include all of the relevant stakeholders are likely to result in resettlement proving to be unsustainable.
3. Please ensure that representatives with decision-making authority from the Government Ministries and District Authorities responsible for ensuring an adequate standard of living and fulfilment of human rights and gender equality are included in all decision-making before committing to resettle communities.
4. Resettlement of communities is an inappropriate response to damage caused by heavy rain, strong wind and hailstone. 
5. This document is a checklist aimed to remind those examining alternative sites to do so in a structured manner that includes all of the relevant factors and permits comparison between options.
6. Feedback on this document, suggestions for improvement and amendment can be sent to the Shelter and Camp Management Cluster Adviser using: coord.malawi@sheltercluster.org 
and to Mr Felix  Tukula, Commissioner for Physical Planning, Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development using: felixtukula@yahoo.co.uk

+++

Site Overview
Name of Site: 
District:
TA:
Enumeration Zone (name and identifier): 
GVH:
VH:
Who Offers the Site: 
Is the Site being offered freely?
Type of Move: Integration / Resettlement (includes Livelihoods considerations) / Resettlement for Safety sites (reduced plot size)
Site Location: Village, Nearest Village, GPS coordinates of centre of site
Distance this site is from Site of Origin: 
Map: ensure that a map showing the site outline has been prepared of the site. Is it attached or has it been emailed? 

Details of families intended to be moved to this site 
Number of families to move to the site:
What cultural factors/differences/past relationships/potential for conflict need to be taken into account between those moving or between those moving and the host community? 
Have the families been consulted about moving to this site and what opinions have they shared?
Would the move be voluntary?
District of Origin: 
TA of Origin:
GVH at Origin:
Enumeration zone at origin:
Village of Origin Name and unique identifier (P-code):
Distance between original village and proposed site:

Disaggregated family data (a common basis for needs based decision-making for response)
Total Number of IDP Families to be moved to the site
Total Number of IDP HHs to be moved to the site
Total Number of IDP Individuals
Total number of IDP Male Individuals
Total Number of IDP Female Individuals
Number of Males by age: <1 year
Number of Males by age: 1-5 years
Number of Males by age: 6-17 years
Number of Males by age: 18-59 years 
Number of Males by age: >60 years
Number of Females by age: <1 year
Number of Females by age: 1-5 years 
Number of Females by age: 6-17 years
Number of Females by age: 18-59 years
Number of Females by age: >60 years
Number of pregnant women
Number of breastfeeding mothers
Number of persons with Physical Disabilities
Number of persons with Mental Disabilities
Number of Unaccompanied children
Number of Orphaned Children
Number of single female-headed households
Number of single male-headed households
Number of child-headed households
Number of unaccompanied elderly persons

Details of Community to be moved
Livelihoods
Principle occupation of group:
2nd Principle occupation of group:

Reasons for Moving
Most Cited Reason for Move: Land Lost / Land Eroded / Land Covered in Sand / Loss of Access to fertile land / Fear of Future Flooding
2nd Most Cited Reason for Move: Land Lost / Land Eroded / Land Covered in Sand / Loss of Access to fertile land / Fear of Future Flooding
Does the group come from land which is flooded annually?  Yes / No 

Governance
Does the group have a functioning Village Civil Protection Committee?
Are their pre-existing tensions within the community?
If so please provide details:
Does the Village Chief of the IDPs support the move?
Does the Group Village Head of the IDPs support the move?
Who will represent the IDPs after the move and how will they relate to the host/nearest community and the TA?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Transport for the Move
Will transport to help the IDPs move be required?  (consider distance, access, the elderly, infirm, sick, pregnant, disabled, livestock)
	If so, please estimate how many trucks or boats, what type and for how many days:

Destination Site Details
Has a site Hazard Analysis been performed?
What hazards does the site present? (consider volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides, falling rocks, cyclones, tidal surges, flash floods, avalanches, radiation, soil pollution) 
Terrain Type: (eg: steep, gently sloping, rocky, smooth, undulating) 
What is the overall gradient of the site (aim for maximum 5%) otherwise special erosion and drainage measures will be required.
Ensure the site is not in a basin without any way to establish drainage.
Vegetation Cover: (type, density)
Will the land need to be ‘cleared’ and what are the implications for soil stability, local ecology and the environment?
Elevation AMSL (m):
Elevation compared to highest normal annual flood levels at nearest point on the Shire river or other nearby/relevant rivers:
Area of Site (m):
Perimeter of Site: 
Elections Enumeration Zone: 

Infrastructure:
Site Access
Is the site accessible by road without need for intervention?
Are roads to the site needed?
Are bridges needed?

Water
Distance to nearest piped water supply:
Excess capacity of nearest piped water supply:
Is the piped water potable? (Taste, smell, salinity, #coliforms/100ml, residual chlorine mg/l)
Distance to nearest borehole(s):
Excess capacity of nearest borehole(s):
Is the borehole water potable? (Taste, smell, salinity, #coliforms/100ml, residual chlorine mg/l)
Do local wells exist?
How far is the nearest well?
Is the well-water potable? (Taste, smell, salinity, #coliforms/100ml, residual chlorine mg/l)

Sanitation
Terrain type:
Soil type:
Is the depth of the water table >3m?
Ease of digging a Latrine on site:

Electricity
Nearest High Voltage lines
Nearest Transformer
Nearest Transformer with spare capacity

Cooking Fuel
What access to cooking fuel is available?
Will it be sufficient?
Will collection of cooking fuel be hazardous for women/girls?
What measures are proposed to avoid these dangers?
Will arrival of IDPs place supplies of cooking fuel under pressure or cause conflict?
What measures are proposed to avoid this conflict?

Social/Support Services
Protection
Nearest Police Post:
Distance from Border:
Distance from protected areas (reserves) (Ensure away from forest reserves, protected areas, historic sites): 
Nearest town:
Nearest town in neighbouring country
Nearest large town/city and name:
Nearest large town/city in neighbouring country and name:
Relations with nearest inhabitants of neighbouring country 

Education
Nearest Primary School: 
Is school already over-subscribed (not enough space for pupils)?
Excess Capacity at Nearest Primary School in terms of staff, buildings etc
Nearest Secondary School: 
Excess Capacity at Nearest Secondary School in terms of staff, buildings etc
Is school already over-subscribed (not enough space for pupils)?

Health
Ensure the site is away from and not upwind of local mosquito breeding sites.
Ensure there are no local endemic disease risks or outbreaks  that are new to the IDPs at the time of the move (eg Cholera).
Consider climatic conditions: dust, damp, extremes of cold or heat – is the site suitable?
Nearest Health Centre:
Nearest Under-5s Clinic:
Nearest Maternal Health Clinic:
Local Health risks at site (prevalent diseases):
Local Health risks at village(s) of origin: 


Trading Centres / Markets
Nearest Trading Centre
Nearest Large Market:
Nearest sources of paid employment (large businesses, processors, farms, estates): 

Livelihoods
Nearest Large Employer: 
Local Top Four Occupations: 
Farming Occupations in Surrounding Communities:
Proximity to available fertile Agricultural Land: 
Proximity to available Pasture Land:
What effect will the move have on the local economy?

Security of Tenure
Relations with neighbouring communities at destination site:
Are there reassurances that incoming families will not be chased away?
Have potential Chieftaincy Issues been resolved and how? 
Will the incoming families lose their land in their original villages?

Plot Allocations
What is the proposed size of each plot (ha / m2):
Are the plots >45m2 per person x Average Family Size?
Is there space for expansion of the site?
Does this plot take into account needs for each family according to their livelihood activities?
Does the layout of the plots allocated take into account the need for roads, pathways and drainage, common services and buildings, shops/trading posts, water points?

Construction of Homes, Latrines, Bathing units, Kitchens
What materials are available locally for construction?
Will it be possible to harvest wood and bamboo locally for construction?
Is inorganic subsoil available in abundance (or for example is the terrain very rocky and therefore there is very little inorganic subsoil) ? 

Site Layout
Is there a plan for the site layout?
Name and contact details of the organisation that established the plan:
Has the need for community support services been included in the site layout? (Roads, Pathways, Drainage, Multi-functional Community Building, Places of Worship, Health Clinic, Schools & Kindergartens, Safe Play Areas, Governance, Administration, Extension Workers Offices, Shops/Trading Centre, Water Points)
Would land use planning support be welcome?

Timing
Given the site characteristics (assets and shortfalls) and human factors, what is the most realistic date proposed for the people to move?


Notes
The following eight criteria may be used to determine to what extent a durable solution has been achieved: 
· safety and security; 
· restoration of housing, land and property; 
· adequate standard of living; 
· access to livelihoods; 
· access to documentation; 
· family reunification; 
· participation in public affairs; and 
· access to effective remedies and justice.  
Refer to the IASC Framework on Durable Solutions for Internally Displaced Persons. These criteria will have to be measured in conjunction with an assessment of the benchmarks related to principles and processes in the Framework for Durable Solutions.
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