
6/14/2021 1

The Bureau of Humanitarian 
Assistance

Shelter and Settlements 
UPDATES – 2021 Global 
Shelter Cluster
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• OFDA now BHA
• New Agency – 

New Team
• Communication & 

Outreach
• USAID S&S Issues 

and Challenges
• Looking ahead

UPDATES – 2021  Global Shelter Cluster



6/14/2021 3

• Level 1 bullet goes here. 

– Level 2 bullet goes here. 

https://www.usaid.gov/humanitarian-assistance

BHA Mission: To save lives, 
alleviate human suffering, 
and reduce the impact of 
disasters by helping people 
in need become more 
self-reliant.

Created in 2020, merging 
USAID’s Offices of Food 
for Peace (FFP) and U.S. 
Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA).

OFDA now BHA
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• Alex Miller-acting team lead

• Chuck Setchell-Senior S&S Advisor

• Earl Kesler

New Agency – New S&S Team

Alex Miller – acting Team Lead
Chuck Setchell – Senior S&S Advisor
Earl Kessler – S&S Advisor
Travis Betz – Health Advisor
Frances Fierst – Generalist
Pui Man Wong – Generalist
Brett Burkhart – Awards Manager
Cris Lopez – Program Assistant
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Communication and Outreach

● 2021 USAID/BHA Emergency 
Guidelines

● USAID/BHA Sector Updates
● BHA S&S Newsletter
● World Habitat Day
● Common Comments
● Guidance Notes 

• https://www.usaid.gov/humanitarian-assistance/partner-with-us/bha-emergency-guidelines
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Issues and Challenges

• Sphere Guidelines – 3.5 square meters of covered living space: 
Why it’s still important

• Coverage of Need-programmatic to technical 
• Paint and Plaster-the issue
• S&S Humanitarian Assistance and USAID’s mandate
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Looking Ahead

• Askdjfa;klsdjf

Looking Ahead…

● The GSC Donor Consultation Group (DCG)
● Using the Road Map for Research (“R4R”) for Better 

S&S programming
● IEC, and the improvement of HA S&S technical 

assistance
● A growing SSWG under the leadership of 

INTERACTION
● The power of Diaspora
● Shelter Projects Publication
● Promoting the Settlements Approach
● Addressing DRR and Climate Change Issues via S&S 

activities
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Shelter and Settlements Team Contact:

BHA.TPQ.SANDS@USAID.GOV

Thank you

Questions?

Note: all photos taken from USAID.


