How safe is your damaged masonry house? 

Should I save or demolish my damaged masonry house?
Do not blindly follow others who have dismantled parts or all of their houses that were damaged but not collapsed in the last earthquake.
Once it is dismantled, it is going to need a lot of money to rebuild it all which may take many years.
If your house has hairline cracks then do not worry. House has not lost much strength.
If your house has cracks that are thin (not broader than 5mm) then carry out shoring to brace the house, so that the cracks do not become bigger, and in case of a small earthquake shock it does not become unstable or collapse
If your house has only a couple of large cracks so that one or two parts of the house are out of plumb or leaning or bulging such that they can easily collapse due to small shock then those portions could be dismantled and reconstructed carefully so that they connect with rest of the building well.
If the gable of your house is partly collapsed or still standing then dismantle it. Close the gap created in wall by CGI sheeting, or planks, or plywood. If the roof was supported on the gable walls, then make sure that it is supported on timber frame before dismantling the gable walls.

Seal all the damage and protect it against the rain using poly-ethylene sheets or tarpoline..

DO NOT DISMANTLE ANYTHING OUT OF FEAR AND 
DO NOT BUILD ANYTHING THAT IS NOT EARTHQUAKE RESISTANT.
It is in your hand to get maximum safety for your family

For this strengthen the house to withstand future earthquakes

Consult a suitably trained engineer for this

Prepared By:
National Centre for Peoples’-Action in Disaster Preparedness (NCPDP)

103 Antariksh, Dr. V.S.Road, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 380015 INDIA.
Tel: 079 2630 8843; Email: mitigation@ncpdpindia.org
June 15, 2015
[image: image1.jpg]NCPDP




