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MIKE STERN MEETS THE SNJO
One of the world’s top guitarists, Mike Stern is widely respected among players, fans, 
and musicians of every persuasion who readily acknowledge his originality and flair. 
He is also one of the few contemporary electric guitar players in the world today who 
are able to bring rock eclecticism, authentic blues feeling and elegant funk into perfect 
alignment with innovative ideas about jazz. 

Stern has been nominated six times for a Grammy and is one of Downbeat magazine’s 
top guitarists of all time, and a Guitar Player magazine Certified Legend. He is held in 
high regard for his lightning speed, blistering fretwork, an unswerving commitment 
to sonic creativity. and as a noted composer who has consistently applied his gift for 
melodic virtuosity to sophisticated ballads and emotive contemporary jazz.

SPONSORS
We would like to extend special thanks to our main sponsors Creative Scotland and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland for their continued support of the orchestra.  

For this concert series, we also thank 

• the Apex City Hotel in Dundee 
for accommodation: we are very 
grateful to Brett and his staff.  

• Keith Macintosh and Rainbow 
Music, Dundee who have helped 
us with local publicity.

snjo.co.uk
If you enjoyed tonight’s concert, please do also consider becoming a “Friend of the SNJO” 
and help support the future of the orchestra and jazz in Scotland.  
Membership is available by

• filling in the form in this programme 
• collecting a brochure at the SNJO desk    
• joining online at snjo.co.uk 

We do look forward to welcoming you.

Anyone who is familiar with the opening 
track of the Scottish National Jazz 
Orchestra’s American Adventure CD will 
eagerly anticipate this concert series 
featuring electric guitar master  
Mike Stern. They collaborated 
memorably for that recording on Fred 
Sturm’s arrangement of Marcus Miller’s 
Splatch! in a match that sparked a very 
bright flame indeed.

Mike Stern’s trademark sound is full of 
light and space, and it echoes through 
auditoria like a strong signal from some 
distant pulsar. The SNJO is a big band 
with a bold, thick, brassy personality 
whose performances are marked by 
improvisational fire and powerful swing. 
Both Stern and the SNJO have a history 
of actively seeking creative partnerships 
with those who have similarly enquiring 
minds and with whom they share an 
enterprising approach to music.

Stern is a guitarist who not only sources 
inspiration from diverse genres of music, 
but also actively gathers ideas from 
other forms of instrumentation. Speaking 
in a 2013 interview he said, “I try to get 
ideas from different instruments and try 
to play them on the guitar, like more horn 
lines…. So I’m always listening to people 
like Sonny Rollins and John Coltrane…
and piano players too like McCoy Tyner 
or Herbie Hancock…I have a lot of 
transcriptions..I transcribe them and then 
try to play what I can on the guitar”

His solo work has a searching quality 
to it that draws influences from far and 
wide, not least on Eclectic! - his latest 
recording alongside fellow guitarist Eric 
Johnson. He is nevertheless sanguine 
about personal achievement, and 

untroubled by any of the anxieties 
associated with creative enquiry.

“Music keeps you humble, there are 
so many things to learn because the 
more you know, the less you know!” he 
observes. “The universe grows and you 
see more possibilities, so it’s just an 
endless, kind of beautiful journey.”

In the course of its history the SNJO has 
engaged many arrangers, and several 
have made significant contributions to 
the way that the orchestra sounds. Here, 
Florian Ross provides an arrangement 
for A Wing and A Prayer that brings out 
the all the mystery in Stern’s beautiful 
tune and Bob Mintzer applies sensitive 
swing to Avenue B. 

Elsewhere, Geoffrey Keezer’s stylish 
approach to arranging is a perfect fit for 
the reflective tone of What Might Have 
Been, while Christan Elsässer brings 
considerable depth to Wishing Well, a 
melody that is already high-water mark 
in Stern’s composing career. In contrast, 
Jesper Riis, Rob Bauer and Anders Larson 
bring energy and vitality to Tipitina’s, 
Tumble Home and Chromazone in a 
pulsating programme of finely tuned 
orchestral jazz.

The SNJO and Mike Stern will doubtless 
travel through diverse musical 
landscapes but don’t be surprised if 
you also start thinking of African skies, 
desert stars, streetlights, traffic or even 
heavenly cloud formations. That is the 
power of suggestion at work, and it is 
subtly embedded in many of Stern’s 
most popular compositions.

PROGRAMME NOTES

New Business Partnership: We are delighted to announce that Shermann Manufacturing Ltd have 
supported the SNJO by providing new sound equipment. This donation has successfully brought 
matched funding via the Scottish government and Arts & Business Scotland. Michael S. Clark



Mike Stern (b. Boston 1953) is 
one of the foremost electric guitar 
players of his generation. He grew 
up in Washington DC in a liberal 
household, but returned to his native 
city in order to study at Berklee 
College of Music. 

Stern was initially attracted 
to blues guitarists such 
as the influential Albert 
King and rock innovators 
like Jimi Hendrix. 
During his studies at 
Berklee, Stern became 
increasingly interested 
in jazz, and he still 
counts Jim Hall and 
Wes Montgomery 
among his heroes.

It therefore seems 
apt that his first major 
engagement as a young 
and gifted professional 
musician should be with 
the successful jazz-rock 
ensemble Blood Sweat 
and Tears. Stern spent two 
productive years from1976 
onwards touring with B, S 
&T and he features on two 
notable two albums, More 
Than Ever and New City.

Stern subsequently joined 
Billy Cobham’s fusion project 
Glass Menagerie before 
his recruitment by Miles 
Davis into the trumpeter’s 
celebrated ‘comeback’ band 

alongside bassist Marcus 
Miller, drummer Al Foster, 
percussionist Mino Cinelu 
and saxophonist Bill Evans. 
Mike Stern features on Davis’ 
1981 release Man with the 
Horn, the live album We Want 
Miles (1982) and Star People 
(1983). Stern later toured 
with Jaco Pastorius’ Word 
of Mouth before returning 
to play once more for Miles 
Davis in 1985.

Since then, Mike Stern 
has gone on to combine a 
successful solo career with 
high-profile collaborations 
alongside some of the finest 
jazz, funk and fusion players 
in the history of music. 

His solo output on record 
began in 1985 with Neesh 
on the Japanese Trio label. 
The following year saw the 
release of Upside Downside, 
his first solo album for 
Atlantic Records. The record 
also cemented his working 
relationships with notable 
associates such as Jaco 
Pastorius, Bob Berg and 
drummer Dave Weckl.

Over the years, Mike Stern 
has built a rock-solid 
reputation as brilliant 
guitarist, a sympathetic 
composer and an insightful 
interpreter on a string of 
acclaimed releases. These 
include Time In Place (1988), 
Jigsaw (1989) and Odds Or 
Evens (1991) and

The critically lauded 
Standards (And Other Songs) 
(1993). However, many of 
his most evocative original 
pieces appeared on two 
significant releases, 1994’s 
Is What It Is and Between 
The Lines (1996). Both of 
these outstanding recordings 
received Grammy award 
nominations.

Further solo outings have 
included an eclectic selection 
of covers on Give And Take 
(1997), the guitar summit 
Play (1999) and the Grammy-
nominated Voices, featuring 
singers Richard Bona, Arto 
Tuncboyaciyan and Elisabeth 
Kontomanou. These Times 
(2004) further consolidated 
Stern’s commitment to 
diversity, as did Who Let the 
Cats Out? (2006) and Big 
Neighbourhood (2009) which 
earned the guitarist his fifth 
Grammy nomination.

In 2012 Stern released All 
Over the Place featuring 
an extensive list of guest 
musicians including 
Esperanza Spalding, Kenny 
Garret, Dave Holland and 
many others. In contrast, 
2014’s Eclectic is essentially 
a collaboration with noted 
session guitarist Eric Johnson 
abetted by bassist Chris 
Maresh and drummer Anton 
Fig in a meeting of like-
minds, but quite different 
styles. 

Mike Stern has played 
alongside many of the finest 
contemporary jazz musicians 
of the last thirty years. Aside 
from his work with Davis, 
Cobham, Pastorius and 
Yellowjackets, he has also 
shared the stage with The 
Brecker Brothers, Bob Berg, 
John Scofield, Lee Ritenour 
and Mike Mainieri.

Mike Stern is Guitar 
Player magazine Certified 
Legend (2012), a recipient 
of the Miles Davis Award 
for contribution to jazz 
(2007) and is listed among 
Downbeat magazine’s 75 
Great Guitarists.

MIKE STERN

Michael S. Clark



There will be a 20 minute interval
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E Avenue B  arr. Bob Mintzer

Chromazone  arr. Anders Larson

Coup de Ville  arr. Christian Jacob

Splatch  composed Marcus Miller / arr. Fred Sturm

That’s All It Is  arr. Geoffrey Keezer

Tipatinas  arr. Jesper Riis

Tumble Home  arr. Rob Bauer

What Might Have Been arr. Geoffrey Keezer

Wing and a Prayer  arr. Florian Ross

Wishing Well arr. Christian Elsaesser

Listed in alphabetical order, tunes will be announced from the 
stage but may be subject to change.  

All songs composed by Mike Stern, except Splatch

The Orchestra
REEDS  

Martin Kershaw, Paul Towndrow, Tommy Smith 
Konrad Wiszniewski, Bill Fleming

TRUMPETS  
Tom Walsh, Tom MacNiven, Cameron Jay, Lorne Cowieson  

TROMBONES  
Chris Greive, Phil O’Malley, Kieran McLeod and Michael Owers

RHYTHM SECTION  
Paul Harrison (Piano), Alyn Cosker (Drums) Calum Gourlay (Bass)

CELEBRATION! 
The 20th Year of The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra 

The jewel in Scotland’s jazz crown continues to shine in 2016 as the Scottish 
National Jazz Orchestra (SNJO) directed by Tommy Smith celebrates their twentieth  
year with a superb series of plans for spectacular musical experiences.  

The SNJO was founded by Tommy Smith in 1995 and has grown into a dazzling 
musical enterprise internationally recognized as a “genuinely world class outfit.” 
Year on year, the SNJO has delivered stylish orchestral jazz to the four corners of 
Scotland and introduced the wider world to the potency of jazz talent in our country. 

Each new SNJO concert 
programme seems to transport 
listeners of all ages into the past, 
present and future of the jazz 
narrative. The SNJO has visited 
the repertoires of the jazz giants 
with informed authority and 
added the gleam of modernity to 
dozens of standard works. 

We do look forward to sharing 
further chapters of the SNJO 
story with you as we move into 
our next 20 years. To ensure 
your receive all our information, 
please do sign up at snjo.co.uk 
for our newsletter, like us on 
facebook or tweet our news  
@snjo2. 2016 is destined to 
continue this great jazz party and 
we don’t want anyone to miss it!

snjo.co.uk /theSNJO /snjo2
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BECOME A FRIEND OF
THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Our Friends’ scheme enables you to enjoy a 
closer relationship with the orchestra that will 
enhance your enjoyment of our concerts and 
maximize your jazz experience. 

Support from individuals underpins much 
of our ability to bring exciting projects to 
our audiences. Every contribution plays an 
important role in the future of the orchestra 

allowing them to produce new jazz works, 
original recordings, education projects and 
exhilarating concerts. 

Further details of benefits can be found at 
snjo.co.uk where you can also download 
forms. Alternatively complete the short form 
below and send to our orchestra manager.  
Thank you.

title & full name

address

phone

email

town post code

ANNUAL SUPPORTER
single £40
joint £60

ANNUAL FRIEND
Kenton £250 
Basie £100

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Ellington from £2,500
Gillespie £1,000 
Gil Evans £ 500

Please send the completed form to  
The Orchestra Manager, SNJO Ltd, 25 Dreghorn Loan, Edinburgh, EH13 0DF
THE SNJO is a registered Charity recognised by the Inland Revenue.  Charity No: SC028653

If you are an UK taxpayer, you can help the SNJO further by allowing us to 
treat this and all future donations, to the SNJO as Gift Aid Donations.

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer.
I am including a cheque, made 
payable to SNJO Ltd.

I would like to make a BACS transfer. 
Please send me the details

I would like to remain anonymous.

PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS 
OF THE SNJO/TSYJO

To all our Friends and Supporters listed below and to those who have chosen to 
donate anonymously – your help has been invaluable and we thank you sincerely.

PATRONS 
Gary Burton, Chick Corea, Kurt Elling, Dame Cleo Laine, David Liebman, Joe Lovano

LIFE FRIENDS
Michael Connarty – Ellington

Ian Wilson – Ellington
Carl Bow – Gillespie 

Margaret Doran – Gillespie
David Halkerston – Gillespie

Frederick Hay – Gillespie
Anthony Johnston – Gillespie

Ann Mclean – Gillespie
Andrew McLeod – Gillespie

Albert Clowes – Gil Evans
Gordon Drummond – Gil Evans

George Duncan – Gil Evans
Patrick Hadfield – Gil Evans

Simon Lewin – Gil Evans 
Andrew Mitchell – Gil Evans 

June Mitchell – Gil Evans 
Ian Rankin  – Gil Evans 

Lindsay Robertson – Gil Evans
Douglas Scott – Gil Evans
John Simpson  – Gil Evans

Peter Wilson – Gil Evans

ANNUAL FRIENDS
Jules Riley – Kenton

Stephen Duffy  – Basie
David Fenton – Basie

Robert Fleming  – Basie
George Harrington – Basie

John Neath – Basie
Charles Passmore – Basie

Margaret Robertson – Basie 
John Russell – Basie

Mike Rymaruk / Jan McLardy – Basie
Simon Sanders – Basie

Tony Smith – Basie

SUPPORTER FRIENDS 
Phil Baylis / William Kay

Douglas Brownlie
Geoff and Ellice Cackett

Eric Colledge
Mr + Mrs C Coutts

Mr + Mrs Douglas Crighton   
Martin Currie

Martin Denman
Graham Downie

Isabel Duncan 
Catriona Edwards + Janette Ryder. 
Chris Eilbeck + Frederike van Wijck

Gordon Evans
Iain Farquhar
John Forrest

Mr + Mrs Charles Humphries
Guy and Ms Sallyann Jubb 

Michael Lindsay
Jenne McClure 

Caroline McInnes
Gerard Mehigan
Venetia Menzies

James Milton
Allan Murray

Ian Napier
Bill and Edna Newman

Tony Reeves
Donald Shiach

Mr R Steele
Prof. A Trewavas

If you enjoyed tonight’s concert, 
please do also consider becoming a 

Friend and help support the future of 
the orchestra and jazz in Scotland.  

We welcome new friends at any time.



A WARMER 
WELCOME

•	 Nine hotels in great city centre 
locations

•	 Great short break rates
•	 Kids stay and eat free
•	 Best Rate Guarantee
•	 Free high-speed Wi-Fi

Book online at apexhotels.co.uk or call 
T 0800 049 8000

The SNJO presents

THE MUSIC OF 
STEPS AHEAD 
FEATURING VIBIST  
MIKE MAINIERI

FUTURE CONCERTS
FOR YOUR DIARY

The award-winning jazz vibraphonist and composer Michael Mainieri is 
best known for his work with Steps Ahead, the incredible jazz/fusion group 
widely admired for its ambitious music.

In the 1980’s, advances in music technology took jazz in new directions, 
and Mainieri was among the first to grasp its potential by synthesising 
electronic sounds with the organic cool of the vibraphone to create 
something entirely fresh and new.

Mainieri has taken the vibraphone beyond its limits in a long and colourful 
jazz career that includes performances with Dizzy Gillespie, Frank Zappa 
and Joe Lovano. His primary focus however, continues with Steps Ahead, 
and this vibrant concert series with the SNJO sees the opening of a new 
and exciting chapter.

Fri June 10 – Queens Hall Edinburgh  
0131 668 2019   thequeenshall.net

Sat June 11 – Royal Conservatoire of Scotland Glasgow  
0141 332 5057   rcs.ac.uk

Sun June 12 – Gardyne Theatre Dundee  
01382 434 940    dundeebox.co.uk 



29 APR 2016 
EDINBURGH 

QUEENS HALL 
0131 668 2019  / THEQUEENSHALL.NET

30 APR 2016 
GATESHEAD 

SAGE GATESHEAD 
0191 443 4661  / SAGEGATESHEAD.COM

1 MAY 2016 
GLASGOW 

ROYAL CONSERVATOIRE 
0141 332 5057 / RCS.AC.UK

SCOTTISH NATIONAL  
JAZZ ORCHESTRA 

DIRECTED BY TOMMY SMITH PRESENT

snjo.co.uk

THE MUSIC OF 
DAVE BRUBECK

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 
BILL DOBBINS (PIANO) 

JOHN NUGENT (ALTO SAX)

FUTURE CONCERTS

FOR YOUR DIARY


