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In recent years, there have been 
published two highly informed 
biographies about Billy Strayhorn and 
his incredible contribution to jazz music. 
A film documentary and recordings of 
previously unperformed works have 
also provided further insights. Yet, 
for all this welcome attention, there 
remains the danger that, by attempting 
to dismantle one set of mythologies, 
we inadvertently create another in their 
place. When that happens, there is 
nowhere else to look for the truth but 
in the music itself.
Billy Strayhorn has been widely 
described as a gregarious and generous 
soul, with a deeply empathetic 
nature and an enquiring mind. He 
has also been suggested that in his 
formative years he was tortured by his 
sexuality and frustrated by obstacles 
to his progress as a serious classical 
musician. He played a pivotal role in the 
Ellington Orchestra from the moment 
he joined as an arranger in 1939, yet 
for decades, he went un-credited for 
many of their biggest successes. 
His own commentary upon his 
work for Ellington is sparing but it 
candidly demystifies his working 
relationship with Duke. The two 
men communicated less in spoken 
language than in looks, and used notes 
on a piano to convey understanding 
rather than words. Throughout his 
long association with Ellington, Billy 
Strayhorn seemed less concerned 
about his own career than the job of 
continuously re-inventing the Ellington 
repertoire. In many ways, Strayhorn 
gives the impression of being a man 
who knew his own worth but was too 

busy with artistic imperatives to fully 
cash in on his own achievements. As 
Duke Ellington himself observed, “he 
had no aspirations to enter into any kind 
of competition, yet the legacy he leaves…
will never be (anything) less than the 
ultimate on the highest plateau of culture”.

Strayhorn was fond of classical 
composers like Stravinsky and jazz 
age icons like Gershwin, and it’s true 
that the latter can be heard in his early 
compositions. However, in order to get 
at the real Billy Strayhorn it involves 
listening beneath some of the most 
delightful music in jazz. A Strayhorn 
melody is often a sunny affair designed 
to lift the spirits and put smiles on the 
faces in the crowd. Nevertheless, his 
classically informed arrangements are 
full of intriguing layers and rich textures 
that revel in the joy of variation for it’s 
own sake, but never are they misplaced 
or unresolved. 

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra 
again visits the Billy Strayhorn 
repertoire and, despite the timespan 
between them, they appear to be made 
for each other. Strayhorn’s vision for an 
orchestral jazz of the future, capable of 
endless mutation, dovetails beautifully 
with the modern reality of this very 
21st century big band.  His work has 
sailed from the past into our present, 
but let us not fret about where it will 
go from here. It’s time now to enjoy 
inspired and enigmatic music that is 
testimony to the jazz genius of Billy 
Strayhorn.

 

Michael S. Clark

PROGRAMME NOTES
2015 marks the centenary of Billy Strayhorn who was the jazz composer, arranger 
and pianist best known for his extremely successful collaboration with Duke Ellington.  
Lasting nearly three decades, their music created an important and dynamic chapter in 
the history of jazz. 

A jazz genius, Billy’s contribution was often undermined by the fact that he worked in 
the shadow of the Ellington - a name much more familiar to the public.  But it was in 
fact Strayhorn who wrote the Duke’s rollicking signature tune Take the A Train and the 
reflective Chelsea Bridge and it was Billy’s versatility that was pivotal to Ellington’s lush 
classical excursions such as Grieg’s Peer Gynt, and the film score to Anatomy of a Murder. 

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra are delighted to pay tribute to Billy and his 
musical legacy in this centenary year.  The concert offers a wonderful opportunity to 
explore his extensive repertoire – from familiar tunes to rarer pieces – and to create a 
wonderful evening to remember.

“…..Billy Strayhorn was my right arm, my left arm, all the eyes in the 
back of my head, my brainwaves in his head, and his in mine.”   
— Duke Ellington

www.snjo.co.uk

SPONSORS
We thank our main sponsors Creative Scotland and the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.
For these concerts we also extend our very grateful thanks to the Menzies Hotel Group for 
accommodation, The Wind Section for the loan of a tenor saxophone and to Suruchi in Edinburgh for 
providing a meal for the orchestra.

If you enjoy tonight’s concert, please do consider becoming a Friend of the SNJO.  
2015 is our 20th Anniversary year and your support will help ensure some really special 
concerts as well as the future development of the orchestra and jazz in Scotland. 

We do look forward to welcoming you. 
gr

ap
hi

c d
es

ig
n 

by
 N

ad
ja

 v
on

 M
as

so
w

 / 
na

dw
or

ks



Billy Strayhorn (b. Dayton, Ohio 1915) was 
a jazz arranger, composer and lyricist best 
known for his long and prolific career as Duke 
Ellington’s principal collaborator. He wrote 
many of Ellington’s greatest hits and over 
a thirty-year period, composed or arranged 
most of Duke’s most memorable works, often 
un-credited.

Billy’s early life was marked by upheaval, but 
eventually the family settled in Pittsburgh in 
1920. As a young boy, Billy spent long periods 
during school holidays with his grandparents 
in North Carolina, where he received his first 
exposure to the piano and basic tuition from 
his grandmother. 

Until the age of twelve, Strayhorn had few 
opportunities to express himself musically 
beyond the basic school curriculum. However, 
he was so passionate about music that he 
found a part time job, saved up for a piano 
and tirelessly taught himself piano exercises. 
Later, he received private lessons from a local 
teacher who imposed discipline to temper his 
boundless enthusiasm. 

Strayhorn attended Westinghouse High School 
in Pittsburgh becoming a bookish young man 
who preferred classical music and who played 
piano with distinction in the school orchestra. 
Despite his obvious musical ability, Billy 
graduated from high school and went straight 
to work in a local drugstore that gave him a 
steady income while he pursued opportunities 
in music. He played house parties and local 
events as a piano accompanist, and began 
writing some of his first serious 
pieces.

Throughout the 1930’s, 
Strayhorn arranged music for 
the dance orchestras working 
locally around Pittsburgh. 

His reputation for producing lively and 
distinctive charts grew, until connections 
opportunely introduced him to Duke Ellington. 
Strayhorn and Ellington met for the first time 
when the hard-touring orchestra visited 
Pittsburgh to play the city’s Stanley Theatre. 
Backstage, Strayhorn impressed Duke in an 
extended audition that included impromptu 
re-arrangements of tunes in the Ellington 
repertoire. 

We could say here that “the rest is history”, but 
Strayhorn had to doggedly follow up the vague 
offer of a position in the Ellington organization. 
He met up with Duke a month later and 
found himself adopted both musically 
and paternally by the famous bandleader 
becoming indispensible to Ellington’s sound. 
The reason was obvious to Duke, who said of 
his collaborator, “Billy Strayhorn successfully 
married melody, words and harmony, equating 
the fitting with happiness”.

Billy Strayhorn delivered a constant stream 
of inventive and innovative music, but he also 
lived life to the full. He was unapologetically 
gay, proudly black, and generous to a fault. He 
was also a cultured, self-educated bon viveur 
who liked expensive clothes, expensive gifts, 
fine dining, good food and good company.

When Strayhorn died in 1967 of oesophageal 
cancer, he left behind a huge known repertoire 
and an enormous undiscovered jazz legacy. In 
the late 1990’s, a hitherto unknown archive of 
unperformed works was discovered among 
his personal papers. These compositions have 

formed the basis of several posthumous 
recordings and numerous performances 
that acknowledge Billy Strayhorn as one 
of the 20th Century’s most significant jazz 
composers.

STRAYHORNBILLY 

Michael S. Clark
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REEDS
Martin Kershaw
Paul Towndrow
Tommy Smith
Konrad Wiszniewski
Bill Fleming

TRUMPETS
Tom Walsh

Tom MacNiven

Cameron Jay

Lorne Cowieson

TROMBONES
Chris Greive

Phil O’Malley

Michael Owers

RHYTHM SECTION
Brian Kellock (piano)

Alyn Cosker (drums)

Calum Gourlay (bass)

Listed here in alphabetical order, 
tunes will be announced  

from the stage.  

Anatomy of a Murder 
Anitra’s Dance  

Ase’s Death  
Blood Count 

Blue Heart 
Blue House 

Boll Weevil Ballet 
Cashmere Cutie 
Chelsea Bridge 

Eighth Veil 
Flame Indigo  

Fol-de-Rol-Rol
Hipper-bug 

Isfahan
Jo 

Matinee 
Morning Mood  

Orson 
Potrait of a Silk Thread 

Raincheck 
Remember 

Rhapsody In Blue 
Solvejg’s Song  

Swing Dance 
Take The A Train  

Tiffany  
Tonk

There will be an interval  
of 20 minutes   

CELEBRATION! 
The 20th Anniversary of 
the Scottish National Jazz 
Orchestra 
The jewel in Scotland’s jazz crown is set 
to sparkle particularly brightly in 2015 
as the Scottish National Jazz Orchestra 
(SNJO) directed by Tommy Smith hits a 
twenty-year high with a superb series of 
spectacular musical experiences. 

We kick off the concert year in February 
with this stunning tribute to Duke 
Ellington’s enigmatic musical partner, 
Billy Strayhorn. That’s followed in May 
by guest vocalist Kurt Elling swinging 
the Sinatra songbook. Later, the SNJO 
welcomes Eddi Reader as their very 
special guest when they unveil Alba – 
their suite of Scottish songs.  Over the 
next twelve months, there are many 
more wonderful surprises in store 
for fans of uplifting, all-embracing 
orchestral jazz. 

The SNJO began as a twinkle in Tommy 
Smith’s eye in 1995 and since then 
it’s grown into a dazzling musical 
enterprise internationally recognized 
as a “genuinely world class outfit.” Year 
on year, the SNJO has delivered stylish 
orchestral jazz to the four corners of 
Scotland and introduced the wider 
world to the potency of jazz talent in our 
country. 

Each new SNJO concert programme 
seems to transport listeners of all ages 
into the past, present and future of the 
jazz narrative. The SNJO has visited 
the repertoires of the jazz giants with 
informed authority and added the gleam 
of modernity to dozens of standard 
works. 

We look forward to sharing every 
chapter of the SNJO story in the coming 
months through further communications 
and publications. In the meantime, put 
these dates in your personal diaries and 
make them a feature of your listings. 
2015 is destined to be a year-long jazz 
party and we don’t want 
anyone to miss it!



BECOME A FRIEND OF
THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Our Friends’ scheme enables you to enjoy a 
closer relationship with the orchestra that will 
enhance your enjoyment of our concerts and 
maximize your jazz experience. 

Why not consider becoming a Friend of the 
SNJO? Support from individuals underpins 
much of our ability to bring exciting projects 
to our audiences. Every contribution plays an 

important role in the future of the orchestra 
allowing them to produce new jazz works, 
original recordings, education projects and 
exhilarating concerts. Further details of 
benefits can be found at snjo.co.uk where 
you can also download forms. Alternatively 
complete the short form below and send to our 
orchestra manager. Thank you.

title & full name

address

phone

email

town post code

ANNUAL SUPPORTER
single £30
joint £50

ANNUAL FRIEND
Kenton £250 
Basie £100

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Ellington from £2,500
Gillespie £1,000 
Gil Evans £ 500

If you are an UK taxpayer, you can help the SNJO further by allowing us to 
treat this and all future donations made by you, to the SNJO as Gift Aid 
Donations.

Please send the completed form together with a cheque payable to SNJO Ltd to  
The Orchestra Manager, SNJO Ltd, 25 Dreghorn Loan, Edinburgh, EH13 0DF
THE SNJO is a registered Charity recognised by the Inland Revenue.  Charity No: SC028653

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and the tax I pay exceeds the amount I would like the SNJO to claim.

PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS 
OF THE SNJO/TSYJO
To all our Friends and Supporters listed below and to those who have chosen to 
donate anonymously – your help has been invaluable and we thank you sincerely.

PATRONS
Gary Burton, Chick Corea, Kurt Elling,  
Dame Cleo Laine, David Liebman, Joe Lovano

LIFE FRIENDS
Ian Wilson – Ellington
Michael Connarty MP – Gillespie
Margaret Doran – Gillespie
David Halkerston – Gillespie
Frederick Hay – Gillespie
Ann Mclean – Gillespie
Mr and Mrs Andrew McLeod – Gillespie
Albert Clowes – Gil Evans
Gordon Drummond – Gil Evans
George Duncan - Gil Evans
Simon Lewin – Gil Evans 
June Mitchell – Gil Evans 
Lindsay Robertson – Gil Evans
Douglas Scott – Gil Evans
John Simpson  – Gil Evans
Peter Wilson – Gil Evans

ANNUAL FRIENDS
Jules Riley – Kenton
Simon Best – Kenton
Stephen Duffy  – Basie
George Harrington – Basie
Andrew Mitchell – Basie
John Neath - Basie
Margaret Robertson – Basie
Charles and Anne Passmore – Basie
Mike Rymaruk / Jan McLardy – Basie
Simon Sanders – Basie
Tony Smith – Basie

SUPPORTER FRIENDS 
Phil Baylis / William Kay
Geoff and Ellice Cackett
Eric Colledge
Mr and Mrs C Coutts
Martin Currie
Martin Denman
Chris Eilbeck + Frederike van Wijck
Iain Farquhar
Ian Forrest
Guy and Ms Sallyann Jubb
Jenne McClure
Isabel Maguire
Venetia Menzies
Allan Murray
Ian Napier
Bill and Edna Newman
Mrs A Quigg
Tony Reeves
Donald Shiach
Mr R Steele
Prof. A Trewavas

We welcome new friends  
at any time.

Please visit snjo.co.uk  
or speak to Lindsay at  
the CD desk



The Wind Section is a specialist brass and woodwind 
shop that takes pride in its expert staff, fantastic range 
of instruments and high-quality repair facility.

As a Yamaha Pro Custom centre, this makes The Wind 
Section the ideal choice for both the amateur and 
professional player.

The Wind Section
11/13 Cumberland Street
Edinburgh
EH3 6RT
T. 0131 557 6543 
W. www.thewindsection.com
E. info@thewindsection.com

Brass & Woodwind Specialists

THEWINDSECTION

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra

STS017

STS018

STS020

STS018

B O B BY  W E L L I N S

SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA
1. Gathering [7:56]

2. March [10:36]

3. Battle [8:12]

4. Aftermath [6:33]

5. Epilogue [5:11]

STS020 
Spartacus Records 

PO Box 3743  
Lanark ML11 9WD 

Scotland

© 2014 Spartacus Records 
 2014 Spartacus Records

Manufactured in the UK  
for Birnam CD, Scotland

www.birnam.com

Culloden Moor Suite  
composed by Bobby Wellins
orchestrated by Florian Ross

Tenor Saxophone Soloist: Bobby Wellins 

Saxes:  Martin Kershaw 
 Paul Towndrow  
 Tommy Smith 
 Konrad Wiszniewski 
 Bill Fleming
Tpts:  Ryan Quigley
 Cameron Jay 
 Lorne Cowieson 
 Tom MacNiven
Bones:  Chris Greive
 Kieran McLeod
 Michael Owers
 Lorna McDonald
Rhythm:  Steve Hamilton
 Brodie Jarvie
 Alyn Cosker

Directed by Tommy Smith

Culloden M
oor Suite

SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA
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LAMENT FOR CULLODEN
                                    Robert Burns (1759–1796)

T
he lovely lass o’ Inverness,
Nae joy nor pleasure can she see ;
For e’en and morn she cries, ‘Alas !’

  And ay the saut tears blins her e’e :

Drumossie moor, Drumossie day,         
  A waefu’ day it was to me ;
For there I lost my father dear,
  My father dear and brethren three.
 
Their winding-sheets, the bluidy clay,
  Their graves are growing green to see ; 
And by them lies the dearest lad
  That ever blest a woman’s e’e !

Now wae to thee, thou cruel lord,
  A bluidy man I trow thou be ;
For monie a heart thou hast made sair,
  That ne’er did wrang to thine or thee !

Recorded May 2013  
by Kevin Burleigh 
Gorbals Sound, Scotland

Mixed August 2013  
by Jan Erik Kongshaug 
Rainbow Studios, Norway

Photography  
by Venture Photography
Graphic design  
by Nadja von Massow 

Produced by Tommy Smith

snjo.co.uk 
spartacusrecords.com

Bobby Wellins joins the SNJO 
on a gleaming recording of the 
veteran saxophonist’s evocative 
and rarely performed Culloden 
Moor Suite.

NEW 
ALBUM

spartacusrecords.com

10 June  Islay, Port Ellen  Ramsay Hall, 
11 June  Arran, Lamlash  Arran Community Theatre 
12 June  Lerwick, Shetland  The Mareel 
13 June  Lerwick, Shetland  The Mareel 
16 June  Tobermory, Mull  Aros Hall 
17 June  Portree, Skye  Aros Centre 
18 June  South Uist  Lochdar Hall 
19 June  Stornoway, Lewis  An Lanntair 
20 June  Ullapool  Macphail Centre 
21 June  Inverness  Eden Court 
22 June  Orkney  St Magnus Festival 

Ellington/Rhapsody 
23 June Orkney  St Magnus Festival

18-20 September 

The Music of Benny Golson
13-15 November  

The Glenn Miller Sound

THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA PRESENTS 
ALBA: Songs of Scotland Tour  
featuring Eddi Reader

Autumn Concerts

For more info and ticket details,
please visit snjo.co.uk

MORE CONCERTS  
FOR YOUR DIARY
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“AN OUTSTANDING ALBUM” 
OBSERVER HHHHH

“STELLAR PERFORMANCE”  
SCOTSMAN HHHH

“MASTERLY EPILOGUE”  
THE HERALD

“ANOTHER TRIUMPH FOR SMITH’S INSPIRING JAZZ ORCHESTRA”   
THE GUARDIAN HHHH



WED 20 MAY 2015 
GATESHEAD SAGE
tickets: 0191 443 4661 
sagegateshead.com

THURS 21 MAY 2015 
DUNDEE CAIRD HALL
tickets: 01382 434 940 
dundeebox.co.uk

FRI 22 MAY 2015 
ABERDEEN MUSIC HALL
tickets: 01224 641 122 
aberdeenperformingarts.com

SAT 23 MAY 2015 
EDINBURGH USHER HALL
tickets: 0131 228 1155 
usherhall.co.uk

SUN 24 MAY 2015 
GLASGOW CITY HALLS
tickets: 0141 353 8000 
glasgowconcerthalls.com

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra 
presents Kurt Elling Swings Sinatra. An 
unforgettable centenary celebration of 
Frank Sinatra: the man, his sensational 
music and his timeless jazz legacy. 

Join us as we turn the pages of the 
Sinatra songbook and salute his 
unquestionable genius in scintillating 
style. Grammy award winner Kurt Elling 
and the SNJO are the ideal partners to 
explore the music of Sinatra. Together 
they will create an evening of music 
and song to remember.

THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
DIRECTED BY TOMMY SMITH AND FEATURING SPECIAL GUEST KURT ELLING


