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The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra presents
AN AMERICAN JOURNEY featuring Bill Evans
Saxophonist Bill Evans joins the SNJO to invite you on a musical expedition across 
America from north to south and east to west. Along the way, jazz will meet up 
with bluegrass, soul, funk and country to create a road trip to remember. 

Well known for conducting experimental marriages between firmly established 
but quite distinct forms of American music, Bill Evans’ portmanteau projects have 
included such unlikely bedfellows as soul and bluegrass, and jazz and country music. 

Here he is re-united with the SNJO  to perform new wild-at-heart, cross-genre 
music in the true spirit of the west and the music and performance are guaranteed 
to raise the bar again for jazz music in Scotland.

If you enjoyed tonight’s concert, please do 
consider becoming a “Friend of the SNJO” and 
help support the future of our orchestras and 
that of jazz in Scotland. We welcome new 
friends at any time.
Membership is available by
• filling in the form in this programme 
• collecting a form at the SNJO desk    
• joining online at snjo.co.uk 
We do look forward to welcoming you.

We would also like to 
encourage everyone to please 

sign up for our irregular 
email updates at  

snjo.co.uk/news 
 

and to join us on social media
  theSNJO     snjo2

SPONSORS
We are very grateful for the continued support of our regular partners Creative Scotland 
and the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.

The SNJO welcomes tenor and soprano 
saxophonist Bill Evans to perform in a 
concert series that explores the origins, 
evolution, and future possibilities of 
American music.

Bill Evans is widely recognized as a 
saxophonist who speaks every dialect 
currently heard in American music. His 
discography demonstrates versatility 
and artistry, but it also comes hallmarked 
with free-spirited optimism. He is further 
noted for his ability to contrast raw 
power with intellect and sensitivity, often 
seamlessly in the course of a single piece 
of music.

Evans brings with him an eclectic 
repertoire that plays to the considerable 
strengths of the SNJO, a jazz orchestra 
with a successful track record of cross-
genre innovation. Together, they’ll create 
a musical panorama that stretches from 
east to west, north to south, and all points 
in between.

But what is American music? If asked, 
most of us would give different answers, 
yet all of them would be correct. Several 
archetypes, such as blues, country, 
bluegrass and ragtime are intimately 
associated with a unified American 
identity, while jazz has often been 
described as the quintessential American 
art form. 

If these styles share anything then it is 
a capacity for re-invention and, more 
recently, willingness to plant old ideas 
into fresh, new idioms. Nevertheless, 
the enduring nature of the original seed 
persists and it can still be heard, even in 
very daring jazz music.

First, though, we have to consider origins. 
It is no mystery that the source code for a 
lot of American music, both contemporary 
and historical is to be found in Europe 
and, importantly, in the folk traditions of 
Scotland. We also know that the code 
can be recombined endlessly, but it takes 
great skill to create something that is 
more than the sum of its constituent 
parts.

The tenacity of original themes remains 
perceptible partly because of their 
inherent strength, familiarity and 
emotional appeal, but it is also due to 
the work of skilled musicians who fully 
understand their mutability. Bill Evans 
and the SNJO have shown time and again 
that they are trailblazers when it comes 
to forging powerful, sympathetic and lucid 
new music from vintage stock.

The SNJO’s exceptional arrangers are 
central to an artistic vision that favours 
ambitious orchestral jazz. On this 
occasion, Mario Caribe, Bill Dobbins, 
Gil Goldstein, Geoffrey Keezer, Martin 
Kershaw, Joe Locke, Florian Ross, 
Mehmet Ali Sanlikol, Tommy Smith 
and Paul Towndrow have all provided 
expansive, impressive charts expressly for 
these performances. 

If some of Bill Evans’ tunes have a familiar 
ring, then it is no accident. They are as 
much a homage to heritage as they are 
a signpost to the future zone. Dixie Hop, 
and Celtic Junction come clearly marked, 
but the music they contain will take you to 
out-of-the-way places you’ve never been 
before. Remember, though, that a road 
trip with Bill Evans and the SNJO means 
you’ll be travelling first class all the way, 
and in considerable style. 

PROGRAMME NOTES

Michael Clark



American roots music, 
blending banjo, fiddle, 
mandolin and dobro, 
and the best musicians 
from Jazz and Americana 
together.  

3 more CD’s followed in 
the Soulgrass genre, The 
Other Side of Something, 
Dragonfly, and in 2014 Live 
in Moscow recorded during 
the first of two sold out 
U.S. State Dept sponsored 
tours of Russia. Each 
subsequent release found 
Bill pushing the boundaries 
of Jazz and Improvisational 
groove. 

“Miles always told me to 
play what I’m inspired 
to play. I’ve kept true to 
his advice from the very 
beginning regardless of 
the challenges they may 
create. Miles gave me the 
confidence to believe in 
myself as a player and a 
composer.“

In 2015, after 10 years 
of touring Soulgrass, Bill 
introduced the “Bill Evans 
Band”, a hard-hitting 
montage of contemporary 
jazz featuring Bill on 
saxophone. With a 
seamless blend of Jazz and 
groove, Evans was also 
seen singing on stage for 
the first time. 

“People really relate 
to this band. We’re not 
afraid to play anything. 
The Bill Evans Band takes 
people on a musical 

journey. For 
me, that’s 
the definition 
of jazz – 
Improvisation 
and Exploration 
that people 

can still relate to. It 
doesn’t have to be 
mass confusion. I like 
to connect with the 
audience and inspire 
people with new kinds 
of music you can feel as 
well as hear.” 
 In 2016, Rise Above 
became Bills’ most 
accessible release to date. 
On this 24th solo album, 
Evans explored rich and 
haunting vocals from 
special guest singers, 
including legend Gregg 
Allman, Warren Haynes, 
JJ Grey, Anders Osborne, 
Murali Coryell, and Josh 
Dion. 

“This recording was an 
epic journey for me. My 
vision from the beginning 
was to record with 
some of my favorite 
singers, and co-write 
music with each one 
of them. The goal 
was to still make a 
cohesive and solid 
performance out 
of all this music. It 
went far beyond my 
expectations. Sheer 
pleasure start to 
finish!” 

This year, Evans once 
again teamed up with 
guitarist Robben Ford, 
drummer Keith Carlock, 
and bassist James Genus, 
to record The Sun Room 
which was released on July 
25, 2019 and rose quickly 
to the top of the iTunes 
download charts.  As if all 
of that is not enough, Bill 
created yet another group 
called “Bill Evans and the 
Spykillers!” with Wolfgang 
Haffner. This group 
released a CD Spykillers! 
recorded live in Nov 2018 
in Melbourne, Australia 
and toured European jazz 
festivals in July 2019.

“I’m super excited about 
this band. Everyone 
pushed the envelope of 
jazz, soul, and funk. It is 
sheer joy to play with 
these guys. Gary Grainger 
on bass, and 21 year old 
Simon Oslender on B3 
and Rhodes. Wolfgang 
Haffner is a true master 
of the drums.”

Bill has two abiding 
passions; Playing music 
and relating to young 
people. 

Bill Evans is a world-class saxophonist, 
composer and producer. 

Aged just 21, he made his debut on the 
international music scene in the 80s with 
Miles Davis, with whom he recorded six 
records. He subsequently toured and 
recorded with John McLaughlin, Herbie 
Hancock and Mick Jagger to name but a few.

With 26 solo albums, several Grammy 
nominations, and countless collaborations 
and tours. Bill continues to explore 
dazzling varieties of musical settings and 
as a pioneering band leader is consistently 
winning fans in the worldwide arena. 

Recent highlights include tours with his 
own Bill Evans Band, Robben Ford, Phil 
Lesh, the Stern/Evans Band, Medeski 
Martin & Wood, the Allman Brothers and 
Zen Amadeus. 

Bill toured extensively with the Randy 
Brecker/ Bill Evans Soulbop band for 
over 15 years incorporating the many 
influences they experienced in the Jazz 
arena. Deeply intrigued and ultimately 
inspired by Jazz, as well as American 
roots music, Evans wrote, produced and 
recorded Soulgrass in 2005, garnering a 
Grammy nod in the process. Soulgrass 
was a breakaway new fusion of jazz and 

“The music and soundscape 
change, but its still me and 
my saxophone!“

“If I can change 
someone’s life 
in a positive way, 
whether its playing 
music or giving a 
clinic, I’m all for it .“ 

BILL
EVANS



FLUTE
Yvonne Robertson 

VIOLIN
Greg Lawson

REEDS
Tommy Smith 
Martin Kershaw 
Paul Towndrow 
Konrad Wiszniewski 
Bill Fleming 

TRUMPETS 
Jim Davison 
Sean Gibbs 
Tom MacNiven 
Lorne Cowieson

TROMBONES 
Chris Greive 
Kieran Macleod
Liam Shortall
Michael Owers 

RHYTHM 
Piano & Nord Keys:  
Pete Johnstone 
Drums:  
Alyn Cosker
Electric Bass:  
Kevin Glasgow 
Guitar & Banjo:  
Kevin Mackenzie 
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There will be a 20 minute interval.  

In alphabetical order.  
Tunes will be announced from stage. 
All music composed by Bill Evans

CELTIC JUNCTION 
arranged by Tommy Smith

DENNIS THE MENACE 
arranged by Paul Towndrow

DIXIE HOP 
arranged by Bill Dobbins

EYES OF A CHILD 
arranged by Geofrrey Keezer

FORBIDDEN DAFFODILS 
arranged by Florian Ross

GIMME SOME 
arranged by Mario Caribe

HOW THE WEST WAS WON 
arranged by Gil Goldstein

SPYKILLER 
arranged by Martin Kershaw

THE HOBO 
arranged by Mehmet Ali Sanlikol

WHATCHA WALLABY 
arranged by Joe Locke
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Reeds
Martin Kershaw (alto)
Paul Towndrow (alto)
Tommy Smith (tenor)
Konrad Wiszniewski (tenor)
Bill Fleming (baritone)

Trumpets
Ryan Quigley
Ewan Mains
Lorne Cowieson
Tom MacNiven

Trombones
Chris Greive
Kevin Garrity
Michael Owers
Lorna McDonald

Tuba
Andy McKreel

Rhythm Section Steve Hamilton (piano)
Kevin Glasgow (electric bass)
Alyn Cosker (drums)

Commissioned by the SNJO 
 with support from Creative Scotland

Mixed and mastered by Jan Erik Kongshaug
Rainbow Studios, Oslo, Oct 2015

Recorded by Mark McKellen
Caird Hall, Dundee, 22 May 2011
Orchestra Manager Lindsay Robertson

Photography by Colin Robertson
Cover art by Bill Evans
Design by Nadja von Massow, nad.works

BILL EVANS
SCOTTISH NATIONAL  
JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
BEAUTY & THE BEAST

STS023 Spartacus Records PO Box 3743 Lanark ML11 9WD Scotland 
© 2016 Spartacus Records  |  2016 Spartacus Records
Made in the EU for Birnam CD Scotland www.birnam.com

spartacusrecords.com      
snjo.co.uk

Part 1  [6:15]        

Part 2  [9:24]        

Part 3  [9:35]

Part 4  [8:12]       

Part 5  [3:40]        

Part 6  [5:29]        

Part 7  [9:41] Total duration 53:00

Produced by Tommy Smith

Music composed & orchestrated by Tommy Smith

Scottish National Jazz Orchestra

Bill Evans (soprano & tenor saxophone)

T0724

AND 
MORE...

AVAILABLE 
HERE  TONIGHT

AND AT  
SPARTACUSRECORDS.COM

BILL EVANS 
WITH THE SNJO 

BEAUTY &  
THE BEAST 

Music composed &  
orchestrated by Tommy Smith

“... the ultimate jazz concerto”
Lance Liddle (Bebop Spoken Here)

“Bill Evans is on top of his game”
Dan McClenaghan (All About Jazz)



PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS 
OF THE SNJO/TSYJO

To all our Friends and Supporters listed 
below and to those who have chosen to 

donate anonymously – your help has been 
invaluable and we thank you sincerely.

PATRONS 
Gary Burton 
Chick Corea 

Kurt Elling 
Dame Cleo Laine 

David Liebman 
Joe Lovano

LIFE FRIENDS
Michael Connarty - Ellington  

Colin McIntyre - Ellington 
Ian Wilson - Ellington

Carl Bow - Gillespie
Margaret Doran - Gillespie

Robert & Sylvia Fleming - Gillespie
David Halkerston - Gillespie

Frederick Hay - Gillespie
Mark McKergow - Gillespie

Ann Mclean - Gillespie
Andrew McLeod - Gillespie

Ian Smith - Gillespie
Tom Bowden - Gil Evans 

Albert Clowes - Gil Evans
Gordon Drummond - Gil Evans

George Duncan - Gil Evans 
Larry Foster - Gil Evans

Patrick Hadfield - Gil Evans
George Harrington - Gil Evans 

Jack Hunter - Gil Evans
Alan Lawson - Gil Evans 
Simon Lewin - Gil Evans 

Robin McClure - Gil Evans
Andrew Mitchell - Gil Evans

June Mitchell - Gil Evans
Ian Rankin - Gil Evans
Jules Riley - Gil Evans

Lindsay Robertson - Gil Evans
John Simpson  - Gil Evans

Peter Wilson - Gil Evans

ANNUAL FRIENDS
Simon Best – Kenton 
Alec Mason - Kenton

Martin Eckersall - Basie
David Fenton - Basie
Flora Harrold - Basie

Charles Humphries - Basie 
Gerard Mehigan - Basie 

James Milton - Basie
John Neath - Basie
Moira Pate - Basie
Stuart Rae - Basie

John Russell - Basie   
Mike Rymaruk & Jan McLardy - Basie

Tony Smith - Basie

SUPPORTER FRIENDS 
Alan Barclay

Robin Bennie
Fiona Boyd 

Douglas Brownlie 
Phil Baylis / William Kay

Eric Colledge
Martin Denman

Chris Eilbeck & Frederike van Wijck 
John Forrest

Graham Henderson
Graham Jackson

Guy and Ms Sallyann Jubb
David & Maureen Lightbody 

Nadja von Massow
Bill + Liz McBain 

Bill/Liz McBain
Jenne McClure

Grant McLeman
Venetia Menzies

Jill Morgan 
Allan Murray

Ian Napier
Bill and Edna Newman

Stuart Rae
Paul Sloan

Mr R Steele
J.W. Welsh

If you enjoyed tonight’s concert, please do  
consider becoming a Friend of the SNJO and help 

support our future and that of jazz in Scotland.   
We welcome new friends at any time.

BECOME A FRIEND OF
THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Our Friends’ scheme enables you to enjoy a 
closer relationship with the orchestra that will 
enhance your enjoyment of our concerts and 
maximize your jazz experience. 

Support from individuals underpins much 
of our ability to bring exciting projects to 
our audiences. Every contribution plays an 
important role in the future of the orchestra 

allowing them to produce new jazz works, 
original recordings, education projects and 
exhilarating concerts. 

Further details of benefits can be found at 
snjo.co.uk where you can also download 
forms. Alternatively complete the short form 
below and send to our orchestra manager.  
Thank you.

title & full name

address

phone

email

town post code

ANNUAL SUPPORTER
single £50
joint £75
ANNUAL FRIEND
Kenton £250 
Basie £150
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Ellington from £2,500
Gillespie £1,000 
Gil Evans £ 500

Please send the completed form to  
The Orchestra Manager, SNJO Ltd, 25 Dreghorn Loan, Edinburgh, EH13 0DF

THE SNJO is a registered Charity recognised by the Inland Revenue.  Charity No: SC028653

If you are an UK taxpayer, you can help the SNJO further by allowing us to 
treat this and all future donations, to the SNJO as Gift Aid Donations.

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer.
I am including a cheque, made 
payable to SNJO Ltd.

I would like to make a BACS transfer. 
Please send me the details

I would like to remain anonymous.



TOMMY SMITH  
YOUTH  

JAZZ  
ORCHESTRA

          
          

    NOVEMBER

tsyjo.com   

THE DRYGATE 

GLASGOW 
AFTERNOON JAZZ

ASSEMBLY ROXY 

EDINBURGH 
AFTERNOON JAZZ

sun 3
NOV 

2.00pm

sat 2
NOV 

2.00pmtsyjo_at_the_drygate.eventbrite.co.uk 
0141 212 8815

tsyjo_at_the_roxy.eventbrite.co.uk 
0131 623 3030

Founded by Tommy Smith in 2002, the TSYJO are looking forward to sharing their fabulous 
sound and improvisational talents with you in the coming year. They will start the autumn 

season with two relaxed afternoon concerts in the Drygate, Glasgow and then at Assembly 
Roxy, Edinburgh. Each concert will feature a fantastic line up of gifted players as under the 

direction of Tommy Smith they play tracks ranging from Ellington, Basie, and Gillespie classics to 
present day charts. Both concerts are ideal for the whole family - especially with free tickets on 

offer for all schoolchildren.

19 December / 7.30pm      
EDINBURGH - The Queen’s HallLIVE&  

ALIVE  
TOMMY SMITH / TSYJO ALL-STARS

For the first time ever, current TSYJO players are joined for a unique and potentially moving 
event when they are joined on stage by past members of TSYJO including some Scottish 
National Jazz Orchestra regulars in a concert of explosive jazz and creativity.

thequeenshall.net   /  box office: 0131 668 2019

                                          DECEMBER



Jazzmeia 
Horn

  
      NEXT CONCERT SERIES

FRI 22 NOV  
PERTH CONCERT HALL

SAT 23 NOV  
GLASGOW CONCERT HALL

SUN 24 NOV  
EDINBURGH USHER HALL

SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
DIRECTED BY TOMMY SMITH

THE ARTISTRY OF

The SNJO is delighted to announce 
three exclusive concerts as Jazzmeia 
Horn visits Scotland for the first 
time to join us in a wonderful mixed 
programme of jazz.   

“Jazzmeia Horn IS the 
future of Jazz!”  
- Larry Rosen

“Jazzmeia has one of the 
best voices I’ve heard in 
over 40 years”  
- Jon Hendricks


