
SCOTTISH NATIONAL 
JAZZ ORCHESTRA

DIRECTED BY TOMMY SMITH

WITH FLORIAN ROSS 

Imagined”Imagined”

SEPTEMBER 2018



 

de
si

gn
 b

y 
Na

dj
a 

vo
n 

M
as

so
w

, n
ad

w
or

ks

snjo.co.uk

“Jazz Re-Imagined”
Coltrane, Shorter, Corea, Parker, Brecker, Scofield and more...
Selected tracks from the Songbooks of Jazz Masters
Arranged and Conducted By Florian Ross

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra once more breaks new ground with Jazz 
Re-Imagined: a concert series designed to showcase the jazz arranger’s art. 

Florian Ross conducts the SNJO through his fabulous arrangements of iconic 
works by acknowledged jazz masters including John Coltrane, Chick Corea, John 
Scofield, Michael Brecker and many more. The creative flair of Florian combined 
with the polish and power of the SNJO offers you an unforgettable evening of 
exceptional, and uplifting music.

“Original voices in composition are very rare, and Florian Ross stands among 
them” Jazz Now

The art of the arranger has been 
integral to the evolution of the SNJO 
from its inception in 1995 to the 
present day. As a result, the orchestra 
has developed lasting creative 
relationships with some of the most 
gifted and sought after musicians 
in the world. One of them is Florian 
Ross, who here conducts the orchestra 
through his own arrangements of jazz 
music by some of the most highly 
regarded composers of the 20th 
Century. 
Iconic figures such as John Coltrane, 
Charlie Parker, Chick Corea and Wayne 
Shorter are particularly prominent 
in the jazz repertoire for a variety of 
reasons, but one feature common 
to them all is their commitment 
to invention. Kenny Wheeler and 
Michael Brecker were also noted as 
original thinkers who expressed the 
shape-shifting nature of jazz in highly 
distinctive ways.
Nevertheless, it is a salient feature of 
jazz that composed music challenges 
performers to bring something new and 
exciting to the table. This commonly 
arrives in the form of imaginative 
instrumentation or inventive 
improvisations, often guided by the 
hand of a creative arranger. Yet, a new 
arrangement is much more than an 
updated road map through composed 
music.
The SNJO has routinely commissioned 
surprising new arrangements that go 
beyond re-interpretation of standards, 

or the creation of oblique, alternative 
versions of familiar pieces. The aim 
has always been to show jazz as an 
art form that constantly encourages 
the imagination to roam. Coltrane, 
whose Giant Steps is included here, 
is a particular case in point, given his 
capacity for constantly re-crafting his 
own work.
Florian Ross is perhaps best known 
to SNJO followers and friends for his 
splendid arrangement of the Culloden 
Moor Suite, composed by the late, great 
saxophonist, Bobby Wellins. If Ross, like 
many a jazz arranger, has the weight 
of history on his shoulders, it’s doesn’t 
appear to have been an overwhelming 
burden. His work for SNJO, showcased 
in this concert series, demonstrates 
his precise understanding of weight, 
volume, balance, and momentum 
in music that must be handled with 
extreme care.
The diverse musical themes under 
examination, from the exotic Nefertiti, 
through Coltrane’s Giant Steps to the 
wry good humour of Wheeler’s Gnu 
High, were composed by some of the 
most enquiring minds in jazz history. 
Yet, the authors largely considered 
them to be signposts, offering points 
of departure for a journey that never 
really ends. Florian Ross and the SNJO 
embrace the same spirit of enquiry, 
as curious explorers set on arranging 
historic jazz in a new light, with 
surprises around every musical corner.

Michael S. Clark

PROGRAMME NOTES

If you enjoyed tonight’s concert, please do consider becoming a Friend of the SNJO and help 
support our future and that of jazz in Scotland.   We welcome new friends at any time.

Membership is available by

• filling in the form in this programme 
• collecting a form at the SNJO desk    
• joining online at snjo.co.uk 

We do look forward to welcoming you.

We also encourage everyone to please 
sign up for our newsletter at snjo.co.uk, 
to like us on facebook /theSNJO and 
follow us on twitter @snjo2.

SPONSORS
We are very grateful to Creative Scotland for their on going support of the SNJO/TSYJO, and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, who provide us with essential rehearsal space. 

We are delighted to acknowledge and thank three sponsors who have chosen to support these concerts:

Dundee City Council has offered regular support to the SNJO and this year is no exception. We are grateful to 
them for encouraging the SNJO to keep visiting Dundee and look forward to playing again in the Caird Hall.

Two Hotels, The Abode Hotel in Glasgow and Double Tree by Hilton Dundee have offered the orchestra 
accommodation for our guests.  This will ensure that they enjoy comfortable nights whilst on tour and we thank 
David McLaughlin and his team at the Abode and Richard Ellison and his staff at the Hilton for all their support.



Florian Ross (b. 1972)  is a musical 
explorer. 

His journey into the many lands of jazz 
began with studies in Cologne and 
later London and New York, where he 
honed his skills both as a pianist and 
a composer. Florian’s special area of 
devotion and expertise was post-bop, 
which flowered into his remarkable 
ability today to handle all forms of 
contemporary and improvised music. 
His first album as a leader appeared in 
1998 and he now has 18 to his name, 
with more on the way.

Florian’s music comes from a deep 
synthesis of heart and mind, of 
feeling and intellect that allows him 
to effortlessly span the realms of 
improvised and composed jazz. His gifts 
as a pianist prevent him from being 

seduced into the abstract theory of 
purely intellectual composition, while 
his instincts as a composer enable 
him to steer clear of self-indulgence 
on the keyboards. And it’s music of a 
breathtaking variety. The diversity of 
formats he works in is simply dazzling. 
He casually excels in every combination 
from solo, duo, trio and quintet right up 
to big bands and symphony orchestras.

He has taught at many German 
universities and academies and 
is currently teaching Piano and 
Composition at the Hochschule für 
Musik und Tanz, Köln and since early 
2018 became Professor of Composition 
at the Jazz Institute, in Berlin. 
Additionally he has been involved 
in teaching clinics and workshops 
all over the world. He has played, 
composed and arranged for many 
orchestras across Europe including the 
Netherlands Metropole Orchestra, the 
BBC Big Band, and the German WDR 
and NDR Big Bands and for artists 
including David Liebman, John Scofield, 
George Duke and Gary Burton.

Florian’s international awards for 
playing and composing are too 
numerous to list, but among them are 
the coveted first prize in the Danish 
Radio Big Band International Thad 
Jones Competition and the prestigious 
WDR Jazz prize for composition.

FLORIAN ROSS



REEDS 
Tommy Smith 
Martin Kershaw 
Paul Towndrow 
Konrad Wiszniewski 
Allon Beauvoisin

TRUMPETS 
Russell Bennett 
Sean Gibbs 
Tom MacNiven 
Lorne Cowieson 

TROMBONES 
Chris Greive 
Liam Shortall 
Kieran McLeod 
Michael Owers

RHYTHM 
Pete Johnstone (Piano) 
Alyn Cosker (Drums) 
Calum Gourlay (Bass)
GUESTS CONDUCTOR 
Florian RossPR
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E Tunes – alphabetical by title  
Exact running order will be announced from stage 

Both Sides of the Coin 
by Michael Brecker
Epilogue from Culloden Moor 
by Bobby Wellins
Giant Steps 
by John Coltrane
Go Blow 
by John Scofield
Heyoke 
by Kenny Wheeler
Humpty Dumpty 
by Chick Corea
Nefertiti 
by Wayne Shorter
Ramblin - A Movement from ‘A Day in the life of… 
by Florian Ross
Rising - A Movement from ‘A Day in the life of… 
by Florian Ross
West Side Story* 
by Leonard Bernstein
Yardbird Suite 
by Charlie Parker
 
All music arranged and orchestrated by Florian Ross 
 
© Copyright by Amberson Holdings LLC and Stephen Sondheim. 
By permission of Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd

NEW RELEASE
AVAILABLE AT TONIGHT’S CONCERT

featuring  Laura Jurd  & Irini Arabatzi

or order online at spartacusrecords.com

THE ORCHESTRA

PLUS OTHER SNJO RECORDINGS



PATRONS AND SUPPORTERS 
OF THE SNJO/TSYJO

To all our Friends and Supporters listed 
below and to those who have chosen to 

donate anonymously – your help has been 
invaluable and we thank you sincerely.

PATRONS 
Gary Burton, Chick Corea, Kurt Elling 

Dame Cleo Laine, David Liebman, Joe Lovano

LIFE FRIENDS
Michael Connarty - Ellington  

Ian Wilson - Ellington
Carl Bow - Gillespie

Margaret Doran - Gillespie
Robert & Sylvia Fleming - Gillespie

David Halkerston - Gillespie
Frederick Hay - Gillespie

Anthony Johnston - Gillespie
Mark McKergow - Gillespie

Ann Mclean - Gillespie
Andrew McLeod - Gillespie

Douglas Scott - Gillespie
Tom Bowden - Gil Evans 

Albert Clowes - Gil Evans
Gordon Drummond - Gil Evans

George Duncan - Gil Evans 
Larry Foster - Gil Evans

Patrick Hadfield - Gil Evans
George Harrington - Gil Evans 

Jack Hunter - Gil Evans
Alan Lawson - Gil Evans 
Simon Lewin - Gil Evans 

Robin McClure - Gil Evans
Andrew Mitchell - Gil Evans

June Mitchell - Gil Evans
Ian Rankin - Gil Evans
Jules Riley - Gil Evans

Lindsay Robertson - Gil Evans
John Simpson  - Gil Evans

Ian Smith - Gil Evans
Peter Wilson - Gil Evans

ANNUAL FRIENDS
Alec Mason - Kenton

Martin Eckersall - Basie
David Fenton - Basie
Flora Harrold - Basie

Charles Humphries - Basie 
Gerard Mehigan - Basie 

James Milton - Basie
John Neath - Basie

Charles Passmore - Basie
Moira Pate - Basie
Stuart Rae - Basie

John Russell - Basie   
Mike Rymaruk & Jan McLardy - Basie

Simon Sanders - Basie
Tony Smith - Basie 

Robert Wilson - Basie 

SUPPORTER FRIENDS 
Alan Barclay

Robin Bennie
Fiona Boyd 

Phil Baylis / William Kay
Douglas Brownlie

Eric Colledge
Martin Denman
Graham Downie

Chris Eilbeck & Frederike van Wijck
Gordon Evans

John Forrest
Guy and Ms Sallyann Jubb

David & Maureen Lightbody 
Joan & Michael Lindsay

Heather Macintosh
Susan McGann

Nadja von Massow
Daisuke Matsunaga 

Jenne McClure
Caroline McInnes

Grant McLeman
Venetia Menzies

Jill Morgan 
Allan Murray

Ian Napier
Bill and Edna Newman

Tony Reeves
Paul Sloan

Mr R Steele
Prof. A Trewavas

If you enjoyed tonight’s concert, 
please do consider becoming 

a Friend of the SNJO and help support 
our future and that of jazz in Scotland.   
We welcome new friends at any time.

BECOME A FRIEND OF
THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Our Friends’ scheme enables you to enjoy a 
closer relationship with the orchestra that will 
enhance your enjoyment of our concerts and 
maximize your jazz experience. 

Support from individuals underpins much 
of our ability to bring exciting projects to 
our audiences. Every contribution plays an 
important role in the future of the orchestra 

allowing them to produce new jazz works, 
original recordings, education projects and 
exhilarating concerts. 

Further details of benefits can be found at 
snjo.co.uk where you can also download 
forms. Alternatively complete the short form 
below and send to our orchestra manager.  
Thank you.

title & full name

address

phone

email

town post code

ANNUAL SUPPORTER
single £45
joint £70
ANNUAL FRIEND
Kenton £275 
Basie £150
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Ellington from £2,500
Gillespie £1,000 
Gil Evans £ 500

Please send the completed form to  
The Orchestra Manager, SNJO Ltd, 25 Dreghorn Loan, Edinburgh, EH13 0DF

THE SNJO is a registered Charity recognised by the Inland Revenue.  Charity No: SC028653

If you are an UK taxpayer, you can help the SNJO further by allowing us to 
treat this and all future donations, to the SNJO as Gift Aid Donations.

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer.
I am including a cheque, made 
payable to SNJO Ltd.

I would like to make a BACS transfer. 
Please send me the details

I would like to remain anonymous.



Unwind to the soulful sounds of unique jazz 
artists at our new monthly Jazz Supper Clubs.

Enjoy exceptional brasserie-style dining with
a five-course tasting menu to the backdrop of

the award-winning pianist and composer,
Euan Stevenson and his series of guests.  

Introducing Jazz Supper Clubs

To book a table call 0141 221 6789 or visit
www.abodeglasgow.co.uk/brasserieabode

20180802 AGL JazzOrchestra 210x148.indd   1 03/08/2018   09:51

       We offer: 
 

 95 Bedrooms including 3 luxury suites  
 Quad Club Leisure facilities; fitness centre, swimming pool, 

sauna and steam room 
 The award winning Maze Restaurant  
 Large function suite with private bar  
 5 spacious conference suites including a 24 hour business centre 
 Contemporary Bar with Sky TV and Starbucks 
 Complimentary DoubleTree Cookie on arrival 
 Complimentary Parking and Wi-Fi 
 Complimentary use of hotel minibus for shuttles to City Centre 
 3 minute drive to Dundee's main business and medical 

parks & Ninewells Hospital 
 10 minute drive to Shopping centre, RRS Discovery & Sensations 

Science Centre 

Not forgetting a short distance away from the incredible V&A 
Museum set to open on 15th September 2018! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with the cookie...it is how we say ‘Welcome’ when you 
check in at DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Dundee. Built in 1870, our 
historical Scottish mansion is set among six acres of beautifully 
landscaped gardens including the listed Maze and Walled Garden 
and enjoys a quiet suburban location - only a short drive from 
Dundee city centre!  

 

DoubleTree by Hilton Dundee 
   “Where the little things, mean everything” 

 



BASIE AND ELLINGTON

THECOUNT
             THEDUKE& 

THU 6 DEC 2018
EDINBURGH USHER HALL

FRI 7 DEC 2018
GLASGOW ROYAL CONCERT HALL NEW AUDITORIUM

SAT 8 DEC 2018
INVERNESS EDEN COURT

 
 

NEXT CONCERT SERIES
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