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Gathering

A gathering refers to a planned or spontaneous event, indoors or outdoors, with a small number of people participating, or a large 
number of people in attendance. 

Examples of gatherings, small or large, include a community event, concert, festival, conference, parade, wedding, or sporting 
event.

General guidelines for 
gatherings during the pandemic

What is a gathering?

Gatherings pose risks to attendees during the pandemic because 
the more frequently one attends gatherings and events, and the 
longer the period of interactions, the higher the potential risk of 
being infected, and infecting others, with COVID-19.
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Potential risk levels (from the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention)

Lowest risk More risk Higher risk Highest risk

Virtual-only activities, 
events, and gatherings.

Smaller outdoor 
gatherings in which 
individuals from 
different households 
remain spaced at least 
1.5m apart, wear a mask, 
do not share objects, and 
come from the same 
local area (e.g., a 
community, town or 
city).

Medium-sized in-person 
gatherings that are 
organised/laid out to 
allow individuals to 
remain spaced at least 
1.5m apart, some wear a 
mask and come from 
outside the local area (e.g., 
a community, town or 
city).

Large in-person indoor 
gatherings where it is 
difficult for individuals 
to remain spaced at 
least 1.5m apart, do not 
wear masks and there is 
little to no ventilation .

Protecting oneself at all types of gatherings:

Wear a mask, covering 
the nose and mouth.

Maintain social 
distancing.

Maintain proper 
ventilation.

Sanitise or wash your 
hands frequently.



Owners or operators of 
indoor or outdoor 
facilities where 
gatherings occur, must 
display a certificate of 
occupancy, which sets 
out the maximum 
number of persons the 
facility may hold.

Under Level 1 of the 
COVID-19 regulations, 
although all faith-based, 
religious, social, political 
and cultural gatherings 
are permitted, a 
maximum of only 100 
people may gather in 
indoor venues.

In outdoor venues, the 
number of attendees 
can increase to a 
maximum of 250 people 
if social distancing can 
be maintained.

At outdoor events in 
smaller spaces, only 
50% of the capacity 
can be used.

Managing gatherings to minimise the risk of infections or creating 
super-spreader events

Attendance at 
workplaces is 
permitted as long as 
all Covid-19 
protocols are 
followed.

Only a maximum of 100 people can use a 
conference venue, and up to 250 persons 
at outdoor venues.

All rooms at these facilities may be 
occupied, but customers must keep 1.5 
metres from each other in common areas.

Gatherings at hotels, lodges, B&Bs, timeshare resorts and guest houses



If the venues are too small to 
accommodate the people allowed 
(100 people) only 50% of the capacity 
of the venue may be used. 

The maximum number of 100 people 
must include customers and employees 
who must adhere to all COVID-19 safety 
precautions.

Gathering in supermarkets, shops, grocery stores, produce markets and pharmacies:

Gatherings at sporting activities

Only journalists, radio 
and television crew, 
security personnel, 
emergency medical 
services, and the 
necessary employees 
employed by the 
owners of the venue 
are allowed access to 
the sporting event.

Only the required 
number of players, 
match officials, support 
staff and medical crew 
required for the sporting 
event, are allowed at the 
venue.

No spectators are 
allowed at the venue.

An enforcement officer must, 
where a gathering in 
contravention of the regulations 
takes place:
   -   order the persons at the    
 gathering to disperse   
 immediately; and
   - if the persons refuse to   
 disperse, take appropriate  
 action, which may, subject  
 to the Criminal Procedure  
 Act, include the arrest and  
 detention of any person at  
 the gathering.

International 
sporting events 
involving countries 
with a low or 
medium COVID-19 
infection and 
transmission rate 
are allowed.



Funerals

From 1 March 2021, the following guidelines are applicable:

If the venue is too small for 100 
people, then only 50% of the 
venue capacity may be used.

Only 100 people or less 
may attend a funeral. 

Mourners may not attend 
after-funeral gatherings. 

Night vigils are not 
allowed.

All those attending must wear 
masks and maintain a 1.5 metre 
distance from each other.

A funeral is restricted to two hours.



Initiation practices

After initiation (“imigidi”) celebrations are 
permitted but are limited to 100 persons or less 
for indoor venues.

If a venue is too small for 100 people, only 50% of 
the venue’s total capacity can be used.

Only a maximum of 250 people may attend 
outdoor events if a social distance of 1.5 metres can 
be maintained. 

If the outdoor venue is too small to allow people a 
space of 1.5 metres from each other, only 50% of 
the space can be used. 

These important cultural events are allowed only if:

100 50%

250 50%

https://www.gov.za/documents/disaster-management-act-regulations-alert-level-1-duri
ng-coronavirus-covid-19-lockdown-18 
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