
#UnityinAction

ARE
VACCINES
SAFE?
Was the production of COVID-19 
vaccines rushed?
● COVID-19 vaccines have undergone rigorous  
 testing in clinical trials to prove that they meet  
 internationally agreed benchmarks of safety and  
 effectiveness.

● The technology that underpins the Covid-19  
 vaccine has been around for more than 30 years  
 (this is one of the reasons that it could be   
 developed so fast). 

● The speed at which the vaccine has been   
 developed is a great human feat, worthy of  
 celebration.

● Unprecedented scientific collaboration has  
 allowed the vaccines to be developed in record  
 time.

● Every step was followed in developing the   
 COVID-19 vaccine in the same way and to the  
 same standard as previous vaccines 

Will I get a blood clot 
if I have the vaccine?
You are far more likely to get a blood 
clot from the Coronavirus itself than 
you are from the vaccine. 

Do I need to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine if 
I have already had the 
virus?
Yes. You still need to be vaccinated 
even if you have already contracted 
the virus. 

Can the COVID-19 
vaccine alter my DNA?
● All COVID-19 vaccines work with  
 the body’s natural defences to  
 safely develop immunity to   
 disease.

● Current vaccines deliver material  
 to our cells to start building   
 protection against the virus that  
 causes COVID-19. This material  
 never enters the nucleus of the  
 cell, which is where DNA is kept.  
 This means the genetic material in  
 the vaccines cannot affect or   
 interact with DNA in any way.
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Will having a COVID-19 vaccine 
result in testing positive for the 
virus on a viral test? 
● None of the recommended COVID-19 vaccines  
 can cause positive results on viral tests, which  
 are determined to see if you have a current  
 infection.

● However, If your body develops an immune  
 response to vaccination, which is wanted, you  
 may test positive antibody tests. Antibody   
 tests indicate you had a previous infection and  
 that you may have some level of protection  
 against the virus.

You should not stop taking precautions just 
because you have been vaccinated.

When I have been vaccinated and 
waited about 14 days for the 
vaccine to ‘take’ can I stop taking 
the COVID-19 safety pre-cautions?

Continue wearing a mask in 
public places

Maintaining social distance

Avoid crowds and large 
gatherings

Avoid badly-ventilated areas 
where air circulation is limited 

Keep a mask on indoors when 
visiting people with an increased 
risk of getting the virus 

You should:


