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GLORIA SEROBE      • Solidarity Fund Chairman  INTRO (5 MINS) 

 
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  
 
I am Gloria Tomatoe Serobe, the Chairman of the Solidarity Fund. 
 
Together with my Deputy Chairman Adi Einthoven and the Executive team under the 
leadership of the CEO Tandi Nzimande, we are here today to present our very first 
fully audited Annual Financial Results for the year ending February 2021, the fund 
having been established in March 2020. We will also be giving the status and impact 
of our work of the 6 months after the year end up to August 2021. 
 
According to PwC, our external Auditors, Solidarity Fund is very unique, with no 
points of reference in the whole world. That meant that they had to be very thorough 
in their audit. The CFO in her report will explain what this meant and why the audit 
took longer than normal. 
 
I am, however, pleased to report that the Audit shows that we operated to the highest 
levels of governance standards and integrity of our controls and processes, despite 
the fact we had to make quick decisions and activate rapid responses to a crisis. 
 
What seemed to be a COVID pandemic that would obviously have led to serious 
health challenges, quickly translated into a massive humanitarian crises of food 
security and gender-based violence, amongst other challenges.  
 
COVID also showed itself to be non-discriminatory …rich or poor, rural, urban and 
semi-urban and townships and suburbs. This forced us to be consciously inclusive in 
all our interventions. We had to find innovative ways to get to the deepest rural and 
remote areas of this country, to provide them access to help. We managed to touch 
the lives of all South Africans. 
 
We could do all of this thanks to the support of the infrastructure from B4SA under 
the leadership of Martin Kingston and, especially, of our first executive team led by 
Nomkhitha Nqweni as CEO and consisting of Nic Kohler, Paul Bondi, Nicola 
Galombik, Jonathan Broomberg, John Hunt, Itumeleng Matabane, Mike Easter and 
Grant Brewer …… with over 200 volunteers ..all working pro bono or seconded. I 
cannot thank this team enough. 
 
We were privileged and honoured to have been joined by Solidarity Fund board 
members ……Prof Michael Katz, Sizwe Nxasana, Ayanda Ntsaluba , Thulani 



Tshefuta, Kgomotso Makhupola, Tryphosa Ramano , Minister Tito Mboweni and 
Minister Patel. I would like to express my appreciation for this kind of support. 
 
Our current executives have received the baton from the initial executives with a lot 
of enthusiasm and energy. I wish to thank Tandi Nzimande, Wendy Tlou, Wongakazi 
Majola, Jennisha Gappoo, Gugu Ngubane, Boris Kamstra, Rick Menell and 
especially our CFO, Zanele Ngwepe, who made sure we reach this reporting 
milestone. 
 
I also thank PwC, whose pro bono external audit work has put us in a position where 
we can report back to our donors. We really appreciate the support. 
 
To all the South Africans and our international friends who trusted us with their hard-
earned financial resources and otherwise when there was no track record to show, 
please see this reporting as our own way of saying your trust was not misplaced and 
we are so grateful. 
 
Lastly, as a COVID Rapid response fund and as Chairman, I will be failing in my duty 
if I do not add my voice to the matter of South Africa continuing to be on the red list in 
the United Kingdom, despite all our efforts and ignoring what our scientists, who are 
highly regarded in the world, are saying. 
 
As of the 25th of September 2021, 44.4% of the world population has, at least, 
received one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, with 6.11 billion doses administered 
globally - according to Our World in Data reports.  
 
The same database reflects that 65.5% of the UK population have been fully 
vaccinated, 13.9% of the South African population have been fully vaccinated, whilst 
1.6% of the Kenyan population is fully vaccinated. 
 
South Africa uses the same Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine that is used in the UK as one of 
the 2 available vaccines available, withthe second being the single dose Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine, while the UK uses Moderna and Oxford/AstraZeneca as their 
two other vaccines. 
 
South Africa has, globally, been in the forefront of SARS-CoV-2 genome sequencing 
surveillance, with the establishment of a national genomic surveillance network that 
ensures appropriate sampling that is representative of the COVID-19 caseload 
across all nine provinces.  
 
The surveillance report has shown how, during the third wave, the Delta variant 
completely overtook the Beta variant that drove the second wave. The sequences 
analysed for the month of August showed 96% Delta occurence, with Beta 
accounting for only 0.27%. According to Prof Mendelson of the University of Cape 
Town, in the first three weeks of September, not one Beta variant was sequenced … 
Beta is simply not circulating in South Africa. 
 



It is therefore very clear that the Delta, as in most other countries, is the dominant 
variant currently circulating in South Africa. 
 
There is no scientific data to support the reason given for South Africa’s continued 
presence on the red list of countries published for travel regulations by the UK. How 
does a South African, fully vaccinated with Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine differ from any 
other similarly vaccinated individual?What rationale is there to quarantine a fully 
vaccinated individual whose COVID-19 test is negative? 
 
I will now handover to Tandi Nzimande our CEO 
 
 

 


