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Billy Beynon! Our school had some great nicknames for 
teachers, but this wasn't one we used to make fun. For 

that there was Bongo Harry, Herman Thomas, Commander 
Jones, Cruncher Castle, Tadpole Bailey and Creeping Jesus. 
Bongo Harry later became Boxing Bongo Harry after he 
clouted a kid. Creeping Jesus became Creeping Willy for… 
well, he just disappeared one day. His new name had only 
lasted a short while after he was seen exposing himself to a 
boy in our class under his desk . Calling Mr Beynon by his first 
name may suggest we didn’t much care for him, but like other 
respected teachers such as Tom Martindale and Ken Wilby, it 
showed the great respect we had for him.

He was also my introduction to Wales. 

Billy Beynon came from Swansea and taught me English so 
well that I went from scoring the lowest mark in the end-of-
year English exam in the whole fourth form to being awarded 
a Grade 1 at O-Level a year later. He encouraged us to write, 
to experiment with blank verse, to think, to take a chance and 
risk being wrong; all transferable skills which have been so 
useful to me since. We learnt to listen and think as he read 
Dylan Thomas poems to us in his beautiful lilting Welsh 
accent (try to say that as they do in Swansea - bew-ti-full). He 
was an inspiration.

Billy had left our school by the time I turned seventeen when 
our family moved to Swansea, so I couldn’t tell him we were 
to live a corner-turn and a hundred steps from the gates of 
Cwmdonkin Park, often mentioned in Thomas’ poems about 

his childhood. I walked through every day, up the many, many 
steps to the college from which I left a trained teacher. On the 
way home I could look out over Swansea Bay, to the terraced 
houses by the city centre, to the dirt of industry away to the 
east. Always to the east in any industrial town I was told, so 
the prevailing wind didn’t blow the smoke over the bosses’ 
houses. I could see the hills of the Gower peninsular away to 
my right and the Vetch Field off to my left.

From that view I came to bond with Wales in a way only an 
outsider, a Sais, can manage. When taking the images in this 
book, I photographed the amazing grandstands that so many 
clubs built and also the many home-made structures, each 
evidencing the industrial skills of those involved with the 
clubs. Once inside, I tried to look back outside the ground, to 
appreciate the settings in which they are set, and to see the 
houses where club members, players, spectators or their 
families might live. Each image has been carefully cropped to 
draw the eye into and around the key features.

I could add captions, I could add detail to the images, but I 
prefer to let you appreciate them with minimal interference, 
just club names and the year in which I visited the ground. I 
hope those with the book get as much pleasure from looking 
at the images as I have from putting it together.

Odd though, only when I was staring at the blank screen 
earlier looking for a way to start this introduction did I make 
the connection and realise how much I had gained from being 
taught by Billy Beynon.
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Aber Valley YMCA
A crowd of 318 watched an evening fixture against Taff’s Well 
Reserves on August 26th 2006.
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