Football Grounds in Kent Update

Football
Grounds
in Kent

@ vasiial hissary by Mike Floass

In 1995 | published my first book covering grounds in
Kent. | thought I'd been to every ground but | soon found
there were grounds | knew nothing about and so research
continued. | finally committed to putting the images, maps
and information into a book and published Football
Grounds in Kent in 2020. Of course, within weeks even
more information came to hand, too late to be included!
Five years on |'ve found that my online store allows me to
share pdfs so have put all this new information together in
this document. No doubt further images and discoveries
will continue to be found so updates will be made so they
can immediately be shared.

The main new source has been the historical layer to be
found on Google Earth Pro. Each newly-found vertical
arial has been hyperlinked so when clicked you should be
taken to the online resource. Where appropriate | have
added annotation, with other items of interest | leave you
to explore the years available and see what has happened
to the grounds. Other aerials are from Britain From Above.



Ramsgate

One aerial view that | missed when compiling the book
shows the stand seen on page 105. The image is found in
the Britain from Above archive, image code EAWO009021,

taken in1947.
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A vertical aerial photo from Google Earth also shows the
stand. We can now see that it had the angled ends as did
other grounds in East Kent.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/ramsgate/@51.33253611,1.39967933,45.2463715a,512.12310348d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CokBGkkSQwolMHg0N2Q5NGNkMzI1NWM2Yjc1OjB4NTc5NDAxZmRmYTU5OTg1NRkMq3gj86pJQCEOEMzR47f2PyoIcmFtc2dhdGUYASABIiYKJAkEgbW3JLBJQBGonPiitK9JQBnggmppZwbgPyGoYbQhA0nfPyoQCAESCjE5NDAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EAW009021

Looking again at maps on the National Library of Scotland
website, which has Ordnance Survey maps from the
whole of the UK, | now see that one corner was sold for
housing. This explains the former use of the buildings at
the entrance as pavilions. Luckily | took a photo of them a

number of years ago.
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https://maps.nls.uk/view/101465549
https://maps.nls.uk/view/101429280

| do not intend to write a complete history of grounds in
Ramsgate here but feel it is important to expand on the
two meagre pages in the book now that online resources
can be linked and properly credited. Previously images for
print had to be paid for with some reproduction fees being
~£35 or more.
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Ramsgate Town were noted as playing at Ehatham
House, a local Grammar School, from 1897 to 1899,
Cuttings are from The British Newspaper Archive. Even
buying a month's subscription, as | did for this research,
allows so much to be explored and discovered.

Although not yet available, Screen Archive South East has
a film of a game at Chatham House click here.
Ramsgate Town asked to use what is now Boundary Park.
To add to later confusion the map notes it as being St.
Lukes rec.
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https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/18981231/043/0003
https://maps.nls.uk/view/101429319
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
https://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk/detail/966/
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/18980507/168/0008
https://maps.nls.uk/view/101429319

Exnst Kout Thoes and Bladl - #ed

B[R el e il b ey Ramsgate Town had a new
e E‘% = = - ground, know as the Dumpton
e | SNRILTS NS IO o, Ground in on the east side of
e e =i e Dumpton Road. Somebody
Foi |5 wituhde grond e mert was e et With access to field ownership

e hﬁ-ﬁ-&%‘:ﬁ may be able to precisely locate
Bl B il ey e mly  thee ground, difficult as there is
now no Dumpton Road.

By 1902 Ramsgate Town had yet another new ground!
This is likely to be the ground on the 1907 OS maps. Later
part of the greyhound stadium car park, newspaper
reports referring to the Dumpton ground.
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https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/18991007/058/0003
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003349/18990927/137/0001
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003349/18990628/053/0005
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/19020920/037/0003

Thares Sdvrrism

Around the same time a stand was
being built at Southwood.

FEoETes

An auction was advertised at
Dumpton Football Ground in 1916.
Looking at what was being sold it
would seem like the club facilities
and stand had been taken apart.
After The Great War there is no
— further mention of the ground staging
football.
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Football was soon being played at Chatham House again
as well as at Southwood, the history of which is well
documented elsewhere.


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/19160415/015/0001
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/18990909/033/0003
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003349/19200512/016/0002
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003349/19191008/017/0002

There is confusion over three
grounds found in the Dumpton
Park area in the late 1920s and

1930s. The grounds are seen

on pages 104 and 105 and in
the photo, right, taken in 1940,
The problems have arisen
because the name Dumpton
Stadium seems to have been #
used for both the football gruund
and the greyhound stadium,
separated by a couple of mads

The greyhound stadium npenad S
in the early summer of 1928. : Pt
There was a suggestion of it
being used for Senior football
but | found no further mention

before WW2.

The new stadium clearly impressed
one local resident who also mentioned
a derelict football ground, presumably

the old Dumpton ground.



https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001697/19280525/175/0008
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.34617989,1.43148696,42.16796012a,1489.74752297d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003286/19280525/251/0016
https://britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003286/19280521/078/0006
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T The only mention

— in local
== newspapers of
i football being
T‘E‘ played at the

greyhound stadium
were for '‘Ladies
football and a TV
Allstar match.
| visited in the late 1990s with the stand
glassed in but found a great turnstile.
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dedicated to

home to Press
Wanderers.
' 1945 the stands
:were long gone.
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on a later page.

Yet another ground
some details noted

- was Warre Rec
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https://maps.nls.uk/view/103678007
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001698/19330505/122/0005
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001698/19390822/184/0008
https://earth.google.com/web/search/ramsgate/@51.34686064,1.43164639,41.47381184a,579.61747805d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CokBGkkSQwolMHg0N2Q5NGNkMzI1NWM2Yjc1OjB4NTc5NDAxZmRmYTU5OTg1NRkMq3gj86pJQCEOEMzR47f2PyoIcmFtc2dhdGUYASABIiYKJAl8HMzyRGozQBF6HMzyRGozwBmXcYG7Sb1IQCG2oF7gT35JwCoQCAESCjE5NDAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003350/19450530/096/0006
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003350/19390322/035/0002
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003350/19390823/103/0005
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001699/19461008/070/0004
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The final ground in the
23 B 'u Dumton area is the St Luke's
e et *  ground, still in use for adult
football. | had perviously
believed that there had never
been a stand, maps never
showing one. Could the
advert have been for the old
Dumpton Stadium not St
Luke's?
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The old ground is still in
use for junior football, a
decision being made soon
after WW2.


https://britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003349/19261208/024/0002
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.34519378,1.4270341,41.2814531a,485.35028762d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBOgMKATBCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001699/19450821/084/0006
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001699/19461008/053/0003
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003350/19471220/070/0005
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It's interesting to read of
how the ground could
have been developed had
Grenville not been able to
move into the old Press
Wanderers ground.

Warre Rec has hosted
football since it opened
around the turn of the 20"
century. Maps show a
pavilion, a term which was
often used to note a stand.
The aerial photo shows an
actual pavilion to have been
in use.


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0003350/19390125/076/0005
https://maps.nls.uk/view/101429277
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.34001312,1.40377193,44.16697584a,620.66500652d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

1940 and above right in 1860. The story | was told about the stand
being removed was clearly true. Pages 96/7.

A distant view of the Garrison Ground. Pages 96/7.

Brtain From Abowe


https://earth.google.com/web/@51.38587459,0.53301778,57.05305834a,391.01653112d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.38620249,0.53264064,55.89169968a,392.17791427d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW013283#comment-1179379

The Royal Navy Barracks. Page 98.

Brigain From Above


https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EAW223251
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.39875029,0.53651068,5.98188582a,337.0141848d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

The stand marked on a map in 1939 at Borstal is not there in the
photo. Page 95,

Brilain Fram Abova



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.37441046,0.49480652,62.08356517a,541.03637064d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW060957
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.39177009,0.48746595,7.7732097a,383.4568326d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

_;_ : W,
Rochester and Borstal briefly used Rochester Greyvhound Stadium.
Page 95.

Criginal buildings at Chatham Town. Pages 92/3,
Chatham Town in 1936 from Facebook, Kent Non-League Football,



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.36026781,0.50686773,110.77514595a,573.83044869d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://shorturl.at/qm3ny
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1124830622779712&set=a.2244113779173359

The stand at Milton Barracks would appear to have had a pitched
roof. Page 71.

Change dates to locate the old APCM ground within the
Ebbsfleet development. Page 71.



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.42590431,0.37088302,37.58650219a,442.97857654d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/northfleet/@51.443684,0.31897702,11.73129241a,749.55929862d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CosBGksSRQolMHg0N2Q4YjVkMGNiNjAzNTUxOjB4YmQ0NDVlNGZmY2ZmZGJmNhk1lxsMdbhJQCEbti3KbJDVPyoKbm9ydGhmbGVldBgBIAEiJgokCfjiqJ1ftklAEQBx_WedtUlAGYjx8ajP8-g_IWhG5Dj_Seg_KhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/gravesend/@51.43936278,0.37606608,16.90223775a,274.86762408d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CooBGkoSRAolMHg0N2Q4YjQxMjU2OGUwYjNmOjB4NGFjYjQ3NjBjZDg1MGU3NRkVUKinj7hJQCGHpuz0g7rXPyoJZ3JhdmVzZW5kGAEgASImCiQJieSsWyOjSUARBrMrKoKiSUAZoDHBpdUr8T8h3Eo2upfl8D8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

"

Thameside Amalsurs had been mentionad in earlier books but not
the most recent due to lack of either a map or photo. At last the
location and pitch alignment can be seen. | was told that the
tumnstile at Crockenhill came from this ground and had previously
been at Gravesend United and likely to originally have been at
Rosherville Gardens.

Imperial Paper Mills was a ground | didn’t visit but
should have as the pavilion is said to still be part of
the rugby club facilities. Page 71.

Harmsworth Athletic had a stand shown in the map extract on page
71 but this is the only known photo.

b



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.43726253,0.38167956,10.43376761a,353.68546118d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.43590397,0.37887609,17.75837431a,372.65349859d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/gravesend+thong+lane/@51.42569313,0.3988732,48.9812666a,390.59201021d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpUBGlUSTwolMHg0N2Q4Y2EzZGFjZTg2YWI1OjB4ZmIyMTdmN2IxZTQ5MGUzMBlzNWieErVJQCE0sQrljsjZPyoUZ3JhdmVzZW5kIHRob25nIGxhbmUYASABIiYKJAlu_xR4LLhJQBHsf9BVmbRJQBkoMfp8iMbcPyH4WV3orYXWPyoQCAESCjE5NjAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0

Cray Wanderers had more grounds featured in the book than any
other club and again there is more of interest and new discoveries
to be shared.

The Topham archive have many interesting photos click here. ..

The precise location of the Footscray Amateurs / Cray Wanderers
ground was always a topic myself and the late lan Fordyce could
not agree on. My photographic evidence, as seen in the book, did
not convince him as he had passead the ground so many times on
the bus. The vertical pholo proves where the pitch was beyond
doubt, also that there was no stand and the players most likely
changed in the club opposite, Page 184,

Cray Wanderers - St Mary Cray
Rec. The changing room block
pre-dates WW2. Page 184,



https://www.topfoto.co.uk/search/?searchQuery=cray%20wanderers&page=1
https://earth.google.com/web/search/footscray+london/@51.41751114,0.1188347,29.15746396a,447.38806847d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpEBGlESSwolMHg0N2Q4YWMzZDZlZTk0MWU3OjB4MjYwZWFlMmVjOGE2MWFmMRm7MfPTbrVJQCHHJMit7v2-PyoQZm9vdHNjcmF5IGxvbmRvbhgCIAEiJgokCbksZnHU40LAEYRGacYt6ULAGYx7GRmUHmJAIRwKHvfiGmJAKhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/st+mary+cray/@51.38828099,0.11783711,49.35450922a,628.25937872d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Co0BGk0SRwolMHg0N2Q4YWM1ZTFmODgzYjFiOjB4Mjg4MDFiYjBmNWZlNTgzYxkSvvc3aLFJQCF6-3PRkPG8PyoMc3QgbWFyeSBjcmF5GAEgASImCiQJFLFDpZixSUARuw0EYUWxSUAZ1MFboMMv4T8hcKSsMwTn4D8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

Cray Wanderers had a short-lived ground beside the River Cray al
Tothills. By the time of the photo in 1960 a church had been built
over part of the ground but it is interesting to see what looks like the
foundations of the small stand. This can be seen in the photo taken

from the Cray 150 book. Page 185.
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Cray Wanderers played at Grassmeade, seen top left, for a number
of years but the ground was well-established by the time it became
their regular home ground. Pages 186-189.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/footscray+london/@51.38743727,0.11299825,51.25308842a,368.43823495d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpEBGlESSwolMHg0N2Q4YWMzZDZlZTk0MWU3OjB4MjYwZWFlMmVjOGE2MWFmMRm7MfPTbrVJQCHHJMit7v2-PyoQZm9vdHNjcmF5IGxvbmRvbhgBIAEiJgokCbksZnHU40LAEYRGacYt6ULAGYx7GRmUHmJAIRwKHvfiGmJAKhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/footscray+london/@51.38288986,0.11837407,59.85521936a,789.07265543d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CpEBGlESSwolMHg0N2Q4YWMzZDZlZTk0MWU3OjB4MjYwZWFlMmVjOGE2MWFmMRm7MfPTbrVJQCHHJMit7v2-PyoQZm9vdHNjcmF5IGxvbmRvbhgBIAEiJgokCbksZnHU40LAEYRGacYt6ULAGYx7GRmUHmJAIRwKHvfiGmJAKhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

Perhaps the most important evidence provided by these images is
that the precise location of Cray Wanderers' one-year Morthfield
around has only now been proven. Previously it had been thought
that the ground was to the west of Grassmeade but the image
above shows tha houses already built. The actual location was at
the Trotting track on the sast side of the ground. The track is clear to
see so it is now assumed the pitch was inside the track.
Pages 186/7. A Pathé film shows the track,



https://earth.google.com/web/search/footscray+london/@51.38145556,0.11830219,63.17626194a,545.19985553d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpEBGlESSwolMHg0N2Q4YWMzZDZlZTk0MWU3OjB4MjYwZWFlMmVjOGE2MWFmMRm7MfPTbrVJQCHHJMit7v2-PyoQZm9vdHNjcmF5IGxvbmRvbhgBIAEiJgokCbksZnHU40LAEYRGacYt6ULAGYx7GRmUHmJAIRwKHvfiGmJAKhAIARIKMTk0NS0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/78826/
https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/78826/
https://earth.google.com/web/search/footscray+london/@51.38288986,0.11837407,59.85521936a,789.07265543d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CpEBGlESSwolMHg0N2Q4YWMzZDZlZTk0MWU3OjB4MjYwZWFlMmVjOGE2MWFmMRm7MfPTbrVJQCHHJMit7v2-PyoQZm9vdHNjcmF5IGxvbmRvbhgBIAEiJgokCbksZnHU40LAEYRGacYt6ULAGYx7GRmUHmJAIRwKHvfiGmJAKhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

Cray Wanderers had to quickly find a ground when they lost the use
of Grassmeade, This photo shows that a pitch had bean long-
established at their new Oxford Road home but that there were no
other faciliies. Pages 190/191.

Finally, the location of Cray Wanderers new ground at Flamingo
Park and Sangley Sports playing Kent Police at Flamingo Park.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/footscray+london/@51.41930316,0.11137322,40.35639917a,398.35326113d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpEBGlESSwolMHg0N2Q4YWMzZDZlZTk0MWU3OjB4MjYwZWFlMmVjOGE2MWFmMRm7MfPTbrVJQCHHJMit7v2-PyoQZm9vdHNjcmF5IGxvbmRvbhgBIAEiJgokCbksZnHU40LAEYRGacYt6ULAGYx7GRmUHmJAIRwKHvfiGmJAKhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.42992285,0.08085211,47.34536776a,1003.0615103d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

The aerial view confirms that the current Crabble football ground
was built and in use with a stand in the 1930s. The post-war aeral
from Britain from above is also of great interest. Pages 49-54

Britain From Abowve

During my research | unexpectedly came across a ground to the

narth of The Crabble in Dover, Research showed it to be the the

works ground of a company called Stanlee’s. A stand was shown

on the map but this is the QI'IIP'!," phuj‘cé | know of showing the stand.
age 48,



https://earth.google.com/web/search/dover/@51.14917628,1.279846,59.45755137a,443.41918271d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CoYBGkYSQAolMHg0N2RlYTRkMTU1MzMzMmZmOjB4MzI3ODVjODc1YWQ3NDg1MRmUefU7XpBJQCFLpq-MsgP1PyoFZG92ZXIYASABIiYKJAlTnYW0JYtJQBE1_67GsIpJQBk0VsKavjjyPyGQwBOE_wXyPyoQCAESCjE5NDAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/dover/@51.13843829,1.28592225,27.45073997a,753.38647653d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CoYBGkYSQAolMHg0N2RlYTRkMTU1MzMzMmZmOjB4MzI3ODVjODc1YWQ3NDg1MRmUefU7XpBJQCFLpq-MsgP1PyoFZG92ZXIYASABIiYKJAlTnYW0JYtJQBE1_67GsIpJQBk0VsKavjjyPyGQwBOE_wXyPyoQCAESCjE5NDAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EAW012161

Hythe Town's ground befora being used
for Senior football was completely
undeveloped. Pages 72/T73

The stand at Shornecliffe Barracks
seems o have a barrel roof in the aerial
from the book but does the photo above

show a pitched roof? Page 61.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/hythe/@51.06845011,1.07069383,3.91584032a,343.94199243d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CoYBGkYSQAolMHg0N2RlYmY1Nzc1YmY4N2MxOjB4YWFiMTkxMzIzZjNjMWNjYRmDbFm-LolJQCFQUfUrnU_xPyoFaHl0aGUYASABIiYKJAm5FafpmLFJQBE1_vFdQbFJQBncNHaPii_hPyGYplUPDuPgPyoQCAESCjE5NjAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/shornecliffe+kent/@51.08530276,1.13265656,63.93659516a,565.27049769d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCTEZH5LiUjvAERVPSbZFVTvAGf-edsP0ImNAITfuGzk5ImNAKhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0

Tunbridge Wells Rangers’ pre-war ground is one of Kent's
most elusive lost venues. Quite why such a well-
developed ground was lost remains a mystery, as it still
seemed to have goalmouths worn in 1960 (right).
Pages 133/6.

Tunbridge Wells' then-Chairman Peler Wager took me
round the various grounds in fown in the mid 1990s and
had been to matches at the pitch diagonally south east of
the pre-war pitch. Facilities were clearly limited so maybe
the old changing rooms weare used? Pages 133/6.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/tunbridge+wells/@51.14797752,0.25764534,102.90440769a,332.14049192d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CpABGlASSgolMHg0N2RmMzg5ZjAxMDlmOGQ5OjB4NzM1MDdhM2JmMTc2YTc2NBkN38K68ZBJQCEcmUf-YODQPyoPdHVuYnJpZGdlIHdlbGxzGAEgASImCiQJu_nGkeq2SUARFpHHpzmtSUAZqOsSmM-i0j8hgKlifoL9mj8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/tunbridge+wells/@51.14786646,0.25766334,102.90437285a,332.14053827d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpABGlASSgolMHg0N2RmMzg5ZjAxMDlmOGQ5OjB4NzM1MDdhM2JmMTc2YTc2NBkN38K68ZBJQCEcmUf-YODQPyoPdHVuYnJpZGdlIHdlbGxzGAEgASImCiQJu_nGkeq2SUARFpHHpzmtSUAZqOsSmM-i0j8hgKlifoL9mj8qEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/tunbridge+wells/@51.14676077,0.25936125,107.88207825a,367.62289336d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpABGlASSgolMHg0N2RmMzg5ZjAxMDlmOGQ5OjB4NzM1MDdhM2JmMTc2YTc2NBkN38K68ZBJQCEcmUf-YODQPyoPdHVuYnJpZGdlIHdlbGxzGAEgASImCiQJu_nGkeq2SUARFpHHpzmtSUAZqOsSmM-i0j8hgKlifoL9mj8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

Tunbridge Wells' Eridge Road ground also seemed to have few
photes showing facilities until | came across a film on the Screen
Archive South East website (click fo link here...). showing an
Agricultural Show. This top aerial confirms the position of the pitch
and the two stands both used for spectators. Tunbridge Wells
historian Roger Bassett provided the photo above and says players
changed in the smaller stand and made their way to the pitch
between the two stands. Pages 133/7.



https://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk
https://earth.google.com/web/search/tunbridge+wells/@51.12182886,0.24950712,79.1098652a,370.29858496d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpABGlASSgolMHg0N2RmMzg5ZjAxMDlmOGQ5OjB4NzM1MDdhM2JmMTc2YTc2NBkN38K68ZBJQCEcmUf-YODQPyoPdHVuYnJpZGdlIHdlbGxzGAEgASImCiQJu_nGkeq2SUARFpHHpzmtSUAZqOsSmM-i0j8hgKlifoL9mj8qEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk/detail/795/
https://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk/detail/795/

TUNBRITNE WELLS RANGERS' NEW FOOTBALL GROUND,
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Another image from Roger Bassett showing the
Tunbridge Wells Rangers ground from 1906-08 known
as Combley Park. The girls grammar school was built
on the ground. Page 133.

Down Farm, again from the Facebook group
Kent Mon-League Football



https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=825350952727682&set=pb.100057583542797.-2207520000&type=3

only recently demolished was always
the main facility. Page 47.

A small pavilion but no stand or cover were
in place at Timanstone CW. Page 47,

Betteshanger Welfare's stand is clearly seen but it was not



https://earth.google.com/web/search/deal/@51.21316936,1.37772251,26.43018202a,387.04495676d,35y,300.98317088h,0t,0r/data=CoUBGkUSPwolMHg0N2RlYWRkMGNiY2Q1YzA3OjB4NDAyOTk3M2I0ZjIzODMxMBnBU8iVepxJQCEtQrEVNG32PyoEZGVhbBgBIAEiJgokCQNG0nLCuklAEV1tGMoUtklAGUCbzuqYH9w_ITBC0F6X79M_KhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/eythorne/@51.2043758,1.26225511,61.33340811a,553.89145529d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CogBGkgSQgokMHg0N2RlYjA1MmRlMGIzMjI5OjB4ODVjYjZlZjg4Mjg5ZjFmGZ-Sc2IPmUlAIdXllICYRPQ_KghleXRob3JuZRgBIAEiJgokCW8t8XZPk0lAERfoGk7fkklAGfR-lokBk_Q_IVp2byRDYvQ_KhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/hersden/@51.31520336,1.15671368,34.37918175a,616.79601621d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CogBGkgSQgolMHg0N2RlYjUxNzNlZTA2M2JkOjB4MWQyNjdkNWZjYmQ4NjcxMxkSntDrT6hJQCH0iTxJuqbyPyoHaGVyc2RlbhgBIAEiJgokCcjIdiVimklAEeAL1dDvmUlAGRQcSwQSS_Q_Idq3ddJSGfQ_KhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0

The cover at Deal RM had been assumed to be from the
1930s but it would seem that an earlier pitched roof stand

was in use before WW2. Page 36.

Deal Town's Mill Read ground could have become an
excellent venue with that bank! Page 36.

Britain From Above


https://earth.google.com/web/search/deal/@51.21273028,1.39856387,6.80400501a,317.95144372d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CoUBGkUSPwolMHg0N2RlYWRkMGNiY2Q1YzA3OjB4NDAyOTk3M2I0ZjIzODMxMBnBU8iVepxJQCEtQrEVNG32PyoEZGVhbBgBIAEiJgokCQNG0nLCuklAEV1tGMoUtklAGUCbzuqYH9w_ITBC0F6X79M_KhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW035435

The Sheamess Steel / current Sheppey Utd ground on the left and
the earlier reformed Sheppey United ground on the right. Page 110.

Callender's Athletic, of interast to locate within modern
redevelopment. Page 200.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/sheerness/@51.42182899,0.76939983,9.48350006a,1035.55872965d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CooBGkoSRAolMHg0N2Q4ZDVmZDY3M2E5MTM5OjB4YjA4ZGIwMzI4MmFjODNhNxk_UkSGVbhJQCGvQV96-3PoPyoJc2hlZXJuZXNzGAEgASImCiQJjRvafj-kSUARRua-rsujSUAZMI8dbQodxj8hkFLc4DqJxD8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.49491664,0.16903192,0.8277619a,701.34567363d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

The alignment of the pitch at Holmesdale FC is now confirmed.
Page 161.

London Paper Mills Pages 31-33

The expansion of the cemelery al Swanscombe is interesting to
follow in the timeline. The entrance block on 158 is clearly seen.
Pages 157/8



https://earth.google.com/web/search/montreal+park,+sevenoaks/@51.28142073,0.16659959,93.56549065a,529.63568036d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CpkBGlkSUwolMHg0N2RmNTIxNjIxYWJjMDJkOjB4N2RhOWFjMTNjN2M1Mjk0YhnZSp6hbqNJQCFQRTu4hfjEPyoYbW9udHJlYWwgcGFyaywgc2V2ZW5vYWtzGAEgASImCiQJzSa2ZBmmSUAROc3XwEKhSUAZoBJ3HfMAzz8h4CsX7INBvD8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.44406601,0.30636295,32.04638066a,363.47600363d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/dartford/@51.43661073,0.23452268,39.41201286a,681.50513867d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CokBGkkSQwolMHg0N2Q4YWQ2MWIyMzViNmQxOjB4OGYxNzkyYTY5YTUyOTcyZhn3ksZoHblJQCGxhLUxdsLLPyoIZGFydGZvcmQYASABIiYKJAlJA9yVOatJQBH8egiFmaVJQBnMDhX2TeXzPyHyZxwO6nDxPyoQCAESCjE5NDAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
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Thames Poly's stand dtea back
to before WW2. Page 204,
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Greenwich Borough. Page 206

Lewisham Borough did not feature in the recent
book and was a basic athletic track in the past.

pE


https://earth.google.com/web/@51.45757882,0.04471804,33.80685936a,871.94703596d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.45524031,0.03273854,24.19105086a,1270.61157225d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.45099443,-0.0213693,13.30425141a,493.14945709d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

: -v-u--P- e
By the end of WW2 the ground at Bostall

Heath 1245 was unused and without the
old stand and changing rooms. Page 172.

Bexleyhaath Town also had a cover
on the far side pre-WW2. Pages
166-170.

s In an update to the update the ground
John Heath tells me the ground was
used by Phoenix Sports and junior
club Upton Athletic between the end
of the war and the establishment of
Bexleyheath & Welling in 1951. I'm
then reminded that | recall reading
that as well as Welling United applying
to lease the ground in the late 19705
three other clubs were also interested.

These were Alma Swanley, Penhill Sandard (both reasonably
locally-based) but also Corinthian Casuals. How would they have
fitted in at Welling? Play Up lads?!

Danson (Bexley Boro) must have become a football ground when
the adjacent Youth Club opened.Pages 204/5.

s T E
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https://earth.google.com/web/@51.46139387,0.12507918,45.93966035a,731.17547578d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.46044079,0.11646981,43.25191408a,539.99240521d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/welling+/@51.47142425,0.10842344,50.81324158a,756.67802013d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CogBGkgSQgolMHg0N2Q4YWVkMGZmMDYzNmU3OjB4MWY3ZTZlZTdiMzRlMWJkMBmW_V8aK7tJQCE7pu7KLhi8PyoHd2VsbGluZxgBIAEiJgokCU4PXuISpElAESNMtuOHo0lAGXT8fptPfuA_IfDLG5EnBeA_KhAIARIKMTk0NS0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0

VCD Athletic featured in Football Grounds Frenzy Kent and do not
appear to have had anything other than the pavilion which lasted
until early Kent League days.

Phoenix Sports was also a cricket ground until the early 2000s.
Again, in Football Grounds Frenzy Kent.

Another local club were Bakers' Sports, a works team from
Crayford. Now home to Crayford Armows, this is how the ground
looked when Crocks played thare.



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.45621274,0.17025803,29.42995556a,449.11915701d,35y,0.18394466h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.45916634,0.17129475,31.47119376a,497.74946888d,35y,0.18394466h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/dartford/@51.45726638,0.17745017,25.47369931a,618.58393622d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CokBGkkSQwolMHg0N2Q4YWQ2MWIyMzViNmQxOjB4OGYxNzkyYTY5YTUyOTcyZhn3ksZoHblJQCGxhLUxdsLLPyoIZGFydGZvcmQYASABIiYKJAlJA9yVOatJQBH8egiFmaVJQBnMDhX2TeXzPyHyZxwO6nDxPyoQCAESCjE5NjAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
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Slade Green’s ground had been
in use pre-WW2. Page 197.

RASRA feature in my South East
London book.

Darenth Training Colony.
Page 30.



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.46850645,0.19505104,2.2122882a,435.26706475d,35y,0.18394466h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.49134995,0.10100772,0.48597188a,577.18137329d,35y,0.18394466h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/stone/@51.43462892,0.25418545,64.32948882a,434.35613874d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CoUBGkUSPwokMHg0N2Q4YjEzZmU2N2NjMzY1OjB4NTBlYWUyZGEyZWM2ZTMwGQVC_A0kuUlAIVIxhFJq5dA_KgVzdG9uZRgBIAEiJgokCbD13_77uElAESv-hn6yuElAGQAU1e2x29M_IZgPrLoZW9M_KhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

Britainm Fram Ahosa

Woolwich Garrison Stadium Top 1940, above 1947,
Page 202

Mot included in the recent book, Bexley FC appear to have had
some form of cover pre-WwW2,



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.47789401,0.05315888,53.57565825a,804.46119074d,35y,0.18394466h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/dartford/@51.44466278,0.15392584,11.58648414a,422.80215182d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CokBGkkSQwolMHg0N2Q4YWQ2MWIyMzViNmQxOjB4OGYxNzkyYTY5YTUyOTcyZhn3ksZoHblJQCGxhLUxdsLLPyoIZGFydGZvcmQYASABIiYKJAlJA9yVOatJQBH8egiFmaVJQBnMDhX2TeXzPyHyZxwO6nDxPyoQCAESCjE5NjAtMTItMzEYAUICCAFCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EAW005424#comment-1182659

In my time with Crockenhill | found they had often played a team
called Brentstonians, previcusly Brent School Old Boys, from
Dartford. I'd be told they played near an old hospital and this pitch is
nearby so could have been their ground.

Crockenhill United had played at Wested Meadow before WW2 with

the goalmouths of the pitch, smaller than currently used, just visible,
Pages 144-150.

Swanley Athletic / Town / Alma Swanley all used Swanley
Recreation ground for their home matches, | knew of a pre-war
pavilion in the sotuthern corner but until seeing this photo the actual
pitch used was not know, When the new facilities were built the
clubs used the pitch nearer the road to the north east. Pages
154/155,
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e

i e b,



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.39537637,0.17248275,79.88820345a,417.83690741d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTYwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/st+mary+cray/@51.38214309,0.17700141,96.08172997a,498.41536131d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Co0BGk0SRwolMHg0N2Q4YWM1ZTFmODgzYjFiOjB4Mjg4MDFiYjBmNWZlNTgzYxkSvvc3aLFJQCF6-3PRkPG8PyoMc3QgbWFyeSBjcmF5GAEgASImCiQJFLFDpZixSUARuw0EYUWxSUAZ1MFboMMv4T8hcKSsMwTn4D8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/st+mary+cray/@51.44664173,0.24305069,38.19694351a,475.14736931d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCRSxQ6WYsUlAEbsNBGFFsUlAGdTBW6DDL-E_IXCkrDME5-A_KhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://www.topfoto.co.uk/asset/306502/

The rarely-seen cover opposite the main stand at Sittingbourne,
from Kent Non-League Football onFacebook. Page 113.

Brilain Fram Abdoee

Sittingbourne has numerous aerial photos taken over the years,
these being too good not to share. Page 113.

Brtain From Abowe


https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW032092#comment-1179617
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW032095#comment-1179615
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=768058811790230&set=pb.100057583542797.-2207520000&type=3

The alignment of the pitch at New Town Rangers, Ashford is
confirmed b},r this image. Page 9.

The location of the stand at Canterbury
Waverley is confirmed in this image.
Page 15.

Brett's Sports / Canterbury City - just a
nice view of a great lost ground! Pages
16/17.



https://earth.google.com/web/@51.27591429,1.07095956,11.45200248a,331.04743633d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/canterbury/@51.27156752,1.06378568,12.14774555a,563.65242312d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CosBGksSRQolMHg0N2Q5NGFjNTBkODMyYzg5OjB4OWVmMWU1NTMzNzgzZjk4YRlqNBTSdaNJQCFqEOZ2L1fxPyoKY2FudGVyYnVyeRgBIAEiJgokCSOHqGHppklAEYGnGNgOpklAGcDxzyLtBN4_IUia18_Ch9w_KhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/ashford/@51.13713677,0.88189666,43.99766154a,458.69994219d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CogBGkgSQgolMHg0N2RlYzMyMmRjMzZmMzg3OjB4MjgwZDRmMzQ2MThlYzYxZRk4kOSokpJJQCEXJY12gffrPyoHYXNoZm9yZBgBIAEiJgokCTNrQ7RPr0lAET_RJSUPr0lAGfDj_SjM_ss_IeAdWYVFHcs_KhAIARIKMTk2MC0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0

In the 1930s a keen photographer took action photos in the Sideup
and Dartford area, also at Millwall and Charlton Athletic. His
company have an amazing archive, the image above links to a
search of his football photos. Hours can be spent browsing! |
included a number in the book, not cheap to use but amazing.

Photos listad in the Topfolo
archive as being taken in
Sidcup show a Cossack

display in front of a stand.
The actual location has
never been established

despite the efforts best
brains of Kentish football
history but I'd suggest that it M————
is at Sidcup RFC. el



https://www.topfoto.co.uk/search/?searchQuery=football%20topham&page=1
https://www.topfoto.co.uk/asset/2993938/
https://earth.google.com/web/search/sidcup/@51.42503209,0.09389553,65.84932425a,327.67882722d,35y,13.40654721h,0t,0r/data=CocBGkcSQQolMHg0N2Q4YTkzNDM3ODBhN2E5OjB4MmMzMTNjZTI0MjU0NmRmZhmVWGMal7ZJQCE_aOLCJte5PyoGc2lkY3VwGAEgASImCiQJsoCjo-y2SUARygxHBPu1SUAZYFVHv6cauD8hwJYancxZtj8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBOgMKATBCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW045620
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The Facebook page Kent non-League Football includes some
excellent archive images, such as this showing a pre-war stand at
Chatham Town included earlier. The old photos are to be found in a

separate History folder, (click herg)
Richard Ralph has a great interest in results and League tables. He
has published this massive colume which includes a large number
of archive photos and is highly recommended for anyone interested
in football in Kent



https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/185693467710#:~:text=Hundreds%20of%20photographs%20consisting%20of,photographs%20consisting%20of%20418%20pages.
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1124830622779712&set=a.2244113779173359
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=1893192224265518&set=a.2244113779173359
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2244113779173359&type=3

Twao films from the Pathé archive show Charlton Athletic’s Valley
ground both with a crowd and also the undeveloped bank which
clearly shows the old quamy sides.

Charlton Athletic briefly played in Catford. The pitch was levelled
with the banks and position of the pitch possibly visible here. It's not

s m e | | T PlEased to say that another photo of the
== | stand on page 6 appearad on Facebook
confirming my identification was correct. The
Unofficial Maidstone United History page on
Facebook found the image balow, right and
confirmed my suggestion that my card
showed the stand at Postley Fields, home of
Maidstone Church Institute FC.



https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/51485/
https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/49963/
https://earth.google.com/web/@51.4467008,-0.01080163,28.21409642a,501.91100685d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChYqEAgBEgoxOTQ1LTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

Mk Luraal aed Kasies lsorien e The first mention of football
. being played on Postley Fields
i in 1889, left.

A report from 1905 mentions
both ‘sun at their backs’ and
‘with the slope’, below.

An interesting pair of reports note, left,
that the Postley Fields ground was small,
maybe just within FA reguirements.

The report botlomn, left is one of many to
mention an enfrance end.

05 maps show a slope going to NNW so |
suggest the position of the ground is
roughly as shown below. The houses in
the image of the stand match those on
Postley Road.

DA o e



https://maps.nls.uk/view-full/103679966#zoom=5.4&lat=3553&lon=8742&layers=BT
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0004328/19071005/121/0007
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001429/18890212/106/0005
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0004328/19071012/098/0007
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0004328/19050204/036/0003
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0004328/19050204/036/0003

In 1918 the Church Institute
ground was turmed over to
& allotments, Although the vertical
' § aerials show allotments further
south | suggest that the playing
fialds of South Borough schoaol
are the old ground and that the
allotments only lasted until the
school was built. Maybe some
on Maidstone m_;ld check this
out

The 1940 vertical aerials actually
confuse matters due to incorrect
alignment, an anti-tank ditch baing
aligned with a road. The image
below has been amended to show
the area corractly,

The cutting suggests this area was

used for the Church Institute rugby

and cricket teams, no football baing
played by the club after WW1.



https://earth.google.com/web/search/maidstone/@51.26268016,0.52581313,50.68605267a,841.08476447d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCR-uiV4dsElAEXOxW1pMqUlAGc7xNt_s2fc_IU4O8J7U3_Q_KhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgAQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/maidstone/@51.26268016,0.52581313,50.68605267a,841.08476447d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCR-uiV4dsElAEXOxW1pMqUlAGc7xNt_s2fc_IU4O8J7U3_Q_KhAIARIKMTk0MC0xMi0zMRgAQgIIAUICCABKDQj___________8BEAA?authuser=0
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001744/19450504/146/0005
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001098/19180115/067/0004

Maidstone Utd's London Road ground was
previously shared with cricket. The pitch
used by the reformed club had been the
north east corner of the ground. Page 74.

Maidstone Utd's London Road ground is again seen, this time in a

film in which it was not identified on the Screen Archive South East

website (click to link here...). Mixed with films from Canterbury the

vertical aenial below shows the tree behind the cover. I've also not
sean this cover with a roof gable before, Page 74.



https://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk
https://earth.google.com/web/search/maidstone/@51.27970573,0.5080391,31.59790947a,716.34292471d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CooBGkoSRAolMHg0N2RlZDYwMmY4MzQ3MDY3OjB4YTZmNTYyNTIwY2I0MDBjZBmSiDq9nKJJQCGpLAq7KLrgPyoJbWFpZHN0b25lGAEgASImCiQJzrDYibCUSUAR4wtVPDCSSUAZgEHk3iu67D8hpATNy3-N6j8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/maidstone/@51.27858643,0.50970714,32.04063286a,311.83835189d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCY0Pgyyry0lAEc5xTFJHuklAGUDTK5-pB6a_IV727C5jo-C_KhAIARIKMTk0NS0xMi0zMRgAQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk/detail/841/

had always bean a pitch as part of
the barracks but without facilities.
Page 79.

While around the Maidstone area it's interasting to look in at the
Kent Police ground.



https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW009211
https://earth.google.com/web/search/maidstone/@51.27982884,0.5161856,5.72130921a,508.45710259d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CooBGkoSRAolMHg0N2RlZDYwMmY4MzQ3MDY3OjB4YTZmNTYyNTIwY2I0MDBjZBmSiDq9nKJJQCGpLAq7KLrgPyoJbWFpZHN0b25lGAEgASImCiQJzrDYibCUSUAR4wtVPDCSSUAZgEHk3iu67D8hpATNy3-N6j8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGAFCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0
https://earth.google.com/web/search/maidstone/@51.24683663,0.54102184,92.28342363a,816.8344131d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CooBGkoSRAolMHg0N2RlZDYwMmY4MzQ3MDY3OjB4YTZmNTYyNTIwY2I0MDBjZBmSiDq9nKJJQCGpLAq7KLrgPyoJbWFpZHN0b25lGAEgASImCiQJjUAabyywSUARpPp90HquSUAZMLoxV6jFzj8hoJetuqjayD8qEAgBEgoxOTQwLTEyLTMxGABCAggBOgMKATBCAggASg0I____________ARAA?authuser=0

Although | didn't include any pholos or
mention of Metrogas FC in the recent
book it did feature in the earlier Football
Grounds of South East London and also in
Football Grounds Frenzy Kent, with a map
of the ground by the Blackwall Tunnel and
the then-current ground in Mew Eltham. |
knew that the club had also played at a
ground off the Old Kent Road but was only
prompted to look by a post on Twitter by
Kent Non League Attendances, whose
screenshot of a report from 1921/2
mentions a crowd of 5,000 attending a
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game. The aerial photo below is from Britain from Above, which was
not online when | published the SE London book. What a ground!

The eariler around is now part of the
car park for the 02, and by 1945
had baen coverad over as par of
the gasworks site which heavily
polluted the area prior to the work
undertaken to create the Dome.



https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/image/EPW012292
https://maps.nls.uk/view/102345885
https://maps.nls.uk/view-full/104194830#zoom=5.4&lat=4269&lon=11110&layers=BT
https://earth.google.com/web/search/new+cross/@51.49833405,0.00366578,3.16664421a,1135.52269588d,35y,-0h,0t,0r/data=Cj4iJgokCUKPEFTEqklAEYEq6L9cqklAGQwjewWve_Y_IZJ07Eh9TvY_KhAIARIKMTk0NS0xMi0zMRgBQgIIAToDCgEwQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA?authuser=0

