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Executive Summary
• The national average price of new home 

property coming to market has stayed 
virtually level at £336,461 (from £336,302 
in December). This demonstrates a £7,148 
(+2.1%) rise in the average price of new home 
property in the past six months. 

• New home buyer searches are up by 42%. 
The highest month on month search growth 
recorded by whathouse.com since May 2021.  

• Top three new home search areas during 
January 2022:

1. South East of England  — 9,969 new home 
buyer searches, this demonstrates a regional 
43% month on month increase. 

2. East of England  — 8,181 new home buyer 
searches, this demonstrates a regional 50% 
month on month increase.     

3. South West of England   — 7,203 new 
home buyer searches, this demonstrates a 
regional 43% month on month increase.      

•  Buyer interest in retirement new build 
homes across Britain hit a new record after 
experiencing an up tick in search of 83% 

during January.  This is led by Scotland, where 
search for retirement properties experienced 
a 6-fold month on month increase.  Scotland 
now joins South East of England and South 
West of England for the first time within the 
top three most popular regions for retirement 
home hunters.

•  Luxury home hunters were also quick to start 
their search.  Buyer interest in luxury new 
build homes across Britain has grown faster 
than the average, up ticking by 50% during 
January.  This has been led by searches in 
South East of England where luxury new build 
home searches tripled during January.

•  Buyer interest in Help to Buy properties 
increased by 27% in January, with notable 
increases coming from Scotland (73% growth) 
and East Midlands (66% growth).

•  Scotland experienced the strongest surge 
in new home demand across multiple home 
types.  Overall search grew by 42%, search for 
retirement properties increased six-fold and 
search for Help to Buy properties doubled. 
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New Homes Index – Regional summary
Note: The WhatHouse? New Homes Index is based on data sourced from the 
WhatHouse? New Homes audience platform.  The Index uses data from approx. 
400,000 new home buyer searches across England, Scotland and Wales per year.

New Homes Index
January 2022 

North West
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

West Midlands
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £342,348    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

    6,652

Wales
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £312,804    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

2,670 

South West
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

    £330,242    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

    7,203

Scotland
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £268,192    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

     4,927

North East
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £267,946    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

   1,442 

Yorks & The Humber
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £309,101    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

      3,489

East Midlands
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £314,982     
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

    5,222 

Greater London
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £489,527    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHESS

    3,950

South East
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

       £404,642    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

    9,969

East of England
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

         £392,834      
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

8,181 

Nationwide
AVERAGE NEW HOME ASKING PRICE

        £336,461    
NEW HOME BUYER SEARCHES

    60,167  For full WhatHouse? New Homes Index Report 
visit www.whathouse.com/newscentre

        £268,457         6,462 



Overview
2021’s new build housing market was defined by 
several variables; home hunters ‘race for space’, 
desire to improve energy efficiency and lower 
running costs, combined with some of the lowest 
levels we’ve seen of second-hand homes on the 
market across the country, and this continues as 
we enter a busy New Year. 
The average price of new build property coming 
to market levels this month (+£159) to £336,461, 
in addition whathouse.com has reported a 42% 
increase in new build home search (+17,901).  
Search figures traditionally see a rise in January, 
this year that rise is amplified by record breaking 
jumps in demand for retirement properties and 
luxury new homes.  The result is that nationally 
we are seeing demand outstripping supply in the 
most popular regions of East of England, South 
West of England and North West of England.  

This sets housebuilders up for strong market 
conditions that look set to continue into the 
spring/summer peak of 2022.
Looking to 2022, as the economic outlook remains 
uncertain, it could soon become even tougher to 
get a foot on, or to step up the housing ladder as 
the cost of living soars. Borrowing costs are rising 
and banks will tighten lending criteria, leaving 
new home buyers stranded if they cannot get past 
stricter mortgage affordability tests.  However, 
there are signs that Help to Buy and Part By Part 
Rent Schemes continue to act as a catalyst for 
enabling home ownership and Build to Rent is 
becoming an established lifestyle choice with 
several players expanding their activity.   
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South East of England East of England South West of England 

9,969
New home buyer searches

8,181
New home buyer searches

7,203
New home buyer searches

Top 3 Demand Growth Regions – January 2022

WhatHouse? Awards 2021 Best House Winner:  
Hill – Davenport Villas, Mosaics, Oxford.
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Daniel Hill, Managing Director,  
WhatHouse? comments:

“New Year new home hunters have been quick out of the blocks, with whathouse.
com recording an up tick of 42%, the highest ever month on month increase of 
buyers searching for new homes, and a seismic jump of 83% in search for retirement 
properties. It seems for many people in their 50s and 60s, the past two years 
have provided an opportunity for contemplation.   Now, as health experts agree 
the coronavirus pandemic is reaching its end, we’re seeing a surge of interest in 
retirement properties as 50+ home hunters consider a change of lifestyle, or a move 
to be nearer children or grandchildren.”

Craig Hall, 
New Homes Finance Director, LSL comments:

“These figures are a further indication of the strength of the new build market, with 
the number of searches by buyers looking for new homes rising by 42% in January. 
As demand has surged, a race for space has begun too. Remote and hybrid working 
practices are firmly here to stay, and homebuyers are seeking larger properties with 
office space in order to work more comfortably.
2022 promises to be a year of significant change for the new build sector, 
particularly as we edge closer to the end of Help to Buy in April 2023. With many 
developers forward selling their new homes due to demand, it is possible that a 
post-Help to Buy market will come into fruition from as early Q2 2022 on some 
developments. We may well see growing importance placed on Shared Ownership 
and the Bank of Mum and Dad for home buyers, while the Government’s expanded 
First Home Scheme could also begin to play an important role. It is important 
that borrowers seek independent mortgage advice in order to secure the most 
appropriate solution for their individual circumstances.
The statistics also point to the pandemic having had an impact on older generations, 
with retirement developments becoming much more popular as retirees look to live 
in specifically developed communities with likeminded people and with access to 
local amenities.”

Housebuilder’s View
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Amy Taylor,    
Sales Director, Sunningdale comments:

“The new year has brought a further increase in activity, and a fresh surge of buyers. 
The exodus to the suburbs continues, and currently shows no sign of slowing despite 
the decline of the pandemic and the return to desks. 66% of all new buyers registered in 
January were moving out from the capital and surrounding areas.
Our luxury coastal schemes have reaped the greatest reward to date, enquiries and 
sales being at an all-time high, 39% up year on year. An increased demand from the 
downsizing market has aided this. The buyer demographic for our luxury product is now 
predominantly ‘empty nesters’. With inflation increases, interest rates creeping up, and 
the growing concerns over energy prices, this seems to be the driver to move now.
Buyers are becoming increasingly aware of the cost of living. Futureproof, sustainable, 
intelligent homes are high on the priority list for buyers. This increased demand is 
certainly changing our approach to current schemes and future development planning.”

Housebuilder’s View

Danica Clements, 
Group Marketing Manager, Acorn comments:

“With climate change and rising energy prices being highly debated subjects, we 
are finding that purchasers are much more focused on sustainability and energy 
efficiency. As housebuilders it is our responsibility to commit to the implementation 
of the best possible design and technologies to further drive down the carbon 
footprint of our homes, moving towards long-term sustainable housing in 
communities. We have directly recognised with the launch of Acorn Green, our 
holistic approach to carbon reduction.”



Marcus Evans,    
Sales & Marketing Director, Newland Homes comments:

“2021 was our best ever trading year in terms of turnover, with the average house 
price far exceeding the UK average. This is in tune with house price inflation we 
have seen in the South West and we would echo that it’s a region very much in 
demand. We offer a healthy mix of homes in premium locations, with more than 
adequate provision for homeworking, which appeals to buyers of all ages looking 
for a better quality of life post-pandemic.
We are also seeing clear evidence of an increasing appetite for highly energy 
efficient homes, which offer the dual benefit of dramatically lower running costs 
whilst also reducing the reliance on fossil fuels. Our firm commitment to being a 
Climate Considerate developer will see the launch of our first zero carbon homes 
early this year, and we’re pleased to be an industry forerunner in this field.”

Housebuilder’s View

Charlotte Mason, 
Regional Marketing Manager, Lifestory Group comments:

“The data whathouse.com has shared in this latest New Homes Index is extremely 
positive and aligns with what we at Lifestory have seen this past month with our 
later living brands, Pegasus and Renaissance. There has been unprecedented 
interest in our later living apartments with an exceptional increase in enquiries  
and first visits year on year, in what can often be a quieter month following  
seasonal trends. 
We are optimistic about the coming months and downsizing is on the rise, with a 
desire for lower maintenance living and a strong level of buyers looking to relocate 
to be nearer their families. The fastest growing rental market is the over 55s, which 
is another trend that we have seen. At Lifestory, a customer can choose to buy or 
rent any apartment and we have seen customers making their choice on how they 
chose to proceed based on their lifestyle.”
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Contact

If you have any questions about our research  
please get in touch.

Daniel Hill      
Managing Director     
dh@globespanmedia.com 

Jill Willis 
PR & Communications 
jill@attractandengage.co.uk

About the WhatHouse? New Homes Index
The WhatHouse? New Homes Index is based on data sourced from the whathouse.com new homes audience platform.  The Index is 
compiled using a sample representing approx. 400,000 new home buyer searches across England, Scotland and Wales per year and 
its findings are reflective of whathouse.com user experiences and geographic market share.  

The information and data in this report was correct at the time of publishing and every attempt is made to ensure its accuracy. 
However, it may now be out of date or superseded. Whathouse.com make no representation or warranty of any kind regarding the 
content of this report and accept no responsibility or liability for any decisions made by the reader based on the information and/or 
data shown here.

Stay up to date with the latest research from Whathouse.com at  

Whathouse.com/newscentre


