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Aude  Giraud’s  story  is  steeped  in  magic,  one  that  is  defined by serendipity and the wonder of storytelling led by intuition. 

Her  floral  atelier,  Ask  A  French,  tucked  away  in  Singapore’s charming Tiong Bahru neighbourhood, is an ode to nature’s wild beauty and the romance of classic still life paintings. 
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Born in France, Aude’s heritage is multi-faceted - one that blends the East and West together, and fuses her father’s French-Italian roots with her mother’s Javanese lineage. Her professional journey has taken many forms - from working as a music and cultural programmer for Radio France, inter-viewing the likes of Ryan Gosling and Marion Cotillard, to her pursuit of song writing as Flanery (her “second self”), her work has always contained an essence of storytelling. Her cli-ents are both small and personal as well as global and iconic (read Chanel and ERES), and each one shares a love for Aude’s unique floral aesthetic that is at once raw and harmonious. 

When Aude moved to the island-state of Singapore several years ago, her love for all things botanic took a large turn and blossomed. She founded Ask A French, cultivating and sharing her deep relationship with the natural world through work-shops and her personalised bouquets for living spaces and events. Its very opening is testament to her commitment to-wards living a life guided by intuition. One day, during her first months in Singapore, she was walking along a quiet corner in Tiong Bahru when she noticed a half-open door. Curious, she stepped inside and lay her eyes on what she described as her dream studio. She wondered if the space would ever become available to rent one day, and as she walked away, she felt it would remain just that: a dream. One year later, a property in the neighbourhood was listed on a local online portal and she booked to view it. It was only when she went on site that she realised it was the very same spot that she had set her eyes and heart upon months before. It was a moment that perfectly re-flected her personal mantra: always allow your intuition guide you, and try not to be afraid. 
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What is your idea of perfect happiness? 

Flowers, music, nature, and enjoying the little things in life, like a slice of freshly baked lemon cake with a nice cup of cof-fee or tea. You see, happiness can be easy! 

What is your current state of mind? 

 “On est bien peu de chose et mon amie la rose me l’a dit ce matin.” 

In other words, we are nothing but a drop of water in the im-mensity of the ocean. 

If you were to die and come back as a person or a thing, who or what would she/he/it be and why? 

I would like to come back as Leonard Cohen’s guitar. I think it would have a lot to say…

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? 

Everything and nothing. Anyway, it’s impossible! 

What is your greatest regret? 

I guess if I looked into it, I might find a few, but, as we say in French,  “Mieux vaut des remords que des regrets.”  It means that it’s better to try and act than not to act at all. 

What is your most treasured possession? 

My husband, if you consider that you can own someone, haha! 
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What is the quality you most like in a man? 

Good taste, sense of humour, kindness. 

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 

That of being a woman and a man at the same time. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 

My music album, ‘Oh Boy’, that represents the culmination of an intense creative process. 

What is your motto? 

Things always happen (or not) for a reason. Play and repeat. 
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