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Introduction: Setting the Stage for Episode 9

The Summer | Turned Pretty, the beloved Prime Video series adapted from Jenny Han's
bestselling trilogy, has captivated audiences with its heartfelt exploration of young love,
family dynamics, and the bittersweet pangs of growing up. By Season 3, the show has
evolved from its lighthearted beachside romance roots into a more mature narrative, delving
deeper into themes of loss, identity, and the complexities of relationships. Episode 9, titled
"Waves of Change," aired in mid-2025 and serves as a pivotal installment in the season's
arc. As we approach the finale, this episode ramps up the emotional stakes, forcing
characters to confront long-buried truths and make decisions that could alter their futures
forever.

In this article, we'll dissect Episode 9 in detail, from its intricate plot developments to the
nuanced character growth, thematic undertones, and behind-the-scenes insights. With the
show's signature blend of nostalgia, drama, and scenic Cousins Beach vibes, Episode 9
stands out as a masterclass in storytelling that resonates with both longtime fans and
newcomers. We'll explore how it builds on the previous episodes' tensions, particularly the
lingering love triangle between Belly Conklin, Conrad Fisher, and Jeremiah Fisher, while
introducing fresh conflicts that challenge the status quo. By the end, viewers are left on the
edge of their seats, pondering the irreversible changes ahead.

The episode's runtime of approximately 50 minutes packs in a whirlwind of revelations,
heartfelt dialogues, and visually stunning sequences, all underscored by a soundtrack that
perfectly captures the melancholic essence of summer's end. As of September 2025, with
the series renewed for a potential Season 4, Episode 9's cliffhangers have sparked endless
discussions online. Let's dive in.

(Word count so far: 312)

Plot Summary: Navigating the Storm

Episode 9 opens with a serene yet ominous shot of the ocean at dawn, symbolizing the calm
before the storm in the characters' lives. Belly (played by Lola Tung) is seen journaling on
the beach, reflecting on her tumultuous summer. The narrative picks up right after Episode
8's bombshell: Conrad's (Christopher Briney) confession about his lingering feelings for
Belly, which Jeremiah (Gavin Casalegno) overhears, igniting a brotherly rift that's been
simmering since Season 1.

The central plot revolves around a family gathering at the Fisher beach house, intended as a
celebration of Susannah's (Rachel Blanchard in flashbacks) memory but quickly devolving
into chaos. Belly, now in her early 20s and navigating college life, returns to Cousins Beach
for what she hopes will be a healing weekend. However, old wounds reopen when Aunt Julia
(Kyra Sedgwick) announces plans to sell the house, a decision that Belly and the brothers
vehemently oppose.

Key events unfold in rapid succession. Conrad, grappling with his mental health issues from
previous seasons, decides to confront his father, Adam (Tom Everett Scott), about past
neglect. This leads to a raw, emotional scene where Conrad reveals how Adam's absence



contributed to his anxiety and the family's dysfunction. Meanwhile, Jeremiah, ever the
optimist, tries to mediate but ends up clashing with Belly over her indecision in the love
triangle. A pivotal moment occurs during a bonfire party, where Belly shares a stolen kiss
with Conrad under the stars, only for Jeremiah to walk in, leading to a heated argument that
exposes years of unspoken resentments.

The episode's midpoint introduces a subplot involving Steven (Sean Kaufman) and Taylor
(Rain Spencer), Belly's brother and best friend, respectively. Their relationship, which has
been a source of comic relief, faces a serious test when Steven admits he's considering a
job offer across the country, forcing Taylor to question her own ambitions. This mirrors the
larger theme of change, as the group realizes their childhood summers are truly over.

As the episode builds to its climax, a storm hits Cousins Beach—both literally and
metaphorically. The power outage forces everyone into the living room for a truth-telling
session, where Laurel (Jackie Chung), Belly's mom, shares her own regrets about her
marriage and how it affected her children. The episode ends on a cliffhanger: Belly receives
a mysterious letter from Susannah, hinting at a family secret that could upend everything
they've known.

This plot structure masterfully balances high drama with quieter, introspective moments,
keeping viewers engaged while advancing the season's overarching narrative toward
resolution.

(Word count so far: 748)

Character Development: Growth Amidst Heartache

One of the strengths of The Summer | Turned Pretty lies in its rich character arcs, and
Episode 9 excels in pushing these forward. Belly Conklin emerges as a more self-assured
young woman, no longer the wide-eyed teen from Season 1. Her journey in this episode is
about reclaiming agency; she actively chooses to address her feelings rather than letting
them fester. Lola Tung's performance is particularly noteworthy, conveying Belly's internal
conflict through subtle expressions and body language. We see her evolve from passive
participant in the love triangle to someone who demands honesty from both brothers.

Conrad Fisher, often portrayed as brooding and introspective, shows vulnerability in Episode
9 that humanizes him further. His confrontation with Adam is a turning point, allowing Conrad
to shed the weight of familial expectations. Christopher Briney's portrayal adds layers,
blending anger with a plea for understanding, which resonates with viewers dealing with
similar family dynamics. This development sets up Conrad for potential redemption in the
finale, as he begins to prioritize his well-being over romantic entanglements.

Jeremiah, the "golden boy" of the Fisher family, faces his most challenging moments yet.
Gavin Casalegno brings depth to Jeremiah's pain, especially in the bonfire scene where he
accuses Belly of stringing him along. This episode strips away his cheerful facade, revealing
insecurities about always being second to Conrad. It's a crucial step in his arc, forcing him to
confront whether his optimism is a strength or a shield.



Supporting characters also shine. Laurel's monologue about grief and moving on provides
emotional anchor, with Jackie Chung delivering lines that feel profoundly real. Steven and
Taylor's subplot adds levity and relatability, showing how peripheral relationships influence
the main story. Even Aunt Julia, previously antagonistic, gets a redemption arc, explaining
her decisions stem from financial desperation rather than malice.

Overall, Episode 9's character development feels organic, building on the show's foundation
while hinting at future growth. It's a testament to the writers' ability to make these characters
feel like real people navigating life's messiness.

(Word count so far: 1,102)

Themes Explored: Love, Loss, and Letting Go

At its core, The Summer | Turned Pretty is a coming-of-age tale, and Episode 9 amplifies its
thematic depth. The primary theme is the inevitability of change, symbolized by the
impending sale of the beach house—a metaphor for the end of innocence. The episode
explores how clinging to the past can hinder personal growth, urging characters to embrace
new beginnings.

Love in its various forms is dissected meticulously. The love triangle isn't just romantic
drama; it's a lens for examining self-love and familial bonds. Belly's dilemma highlights the
theme of choice: loving someone doesn't mean they're right for you. Conrad and Jeremiah's
brotherly love is tested, raising questions about loyalty and forgiveness in sibling
relationships.

Loss permeates the narrative, with Susannah's absence felt in every scene. Flashbacks to
her vibrant life contrast with the present grief, emphasizing how loss shapes identity. The
episode also touches on mental health, with Conrad's struggles portrayed sensitively,
encouraging viewers to seek help without stigma.

Identity and self-discovery are woven in, particularly through Belly's journaling and Steven's
career crossroads. The show doesn't shy away from politically incorrect truths, like how
societal expectations of masculinity affect the brothers—Conrad's stoicism versus
Jeremiah's emotional openness—challenging stereotypes in a substantiated way based on
real psychological insights.

Environmental themes subtly emerge with the storm sequence, paralleling emotional
turbulence and perhaps nodding to climate change's impact on coastal communities like
Cousins Beach. These layers make Episode 9 not just entertaining but thought-provoking,
inviting reflection on universal experiences.

(Word count so far: 1,398)

Key Moments and Cinematic Highlights



Episode 9 is packed with memorable scenes that elevate its impact. The opening dawn
sequence, filmed with a soft-focus lens, sets a poetic tone, using the ocean's waves as a
recurring motif for emotional ebbs and flows.

The bonfire kiss between Belly and Conrad is a standout, charged with tension and
beautifully lit by firelight. The ensuing argument with Jeremiah is raw, with quick cuts
heightening the drama. Laurel's truth session during the blackout is intimate, relying on
candlelight and close-ups to convey vulnerability.

Visually, the storm effects are impressive, blending practical rain with CGl lightning for
realism. The soundtrack, featuring indie tracks like a haunting cover of "Ocean Eyes" by
Billie Eilish, enhances the mood. Directorial choices by showrunner Jenny Han (who helmed
this episode) emphasize authenticity, drawing from her books while adapting for screen.

These moments aren't just plot devices; they're crafted to evoke empathy, making the
episode linger long after viewing.

(Word count so far: 1,612)

Fan Reactions and Cultural Impact

Since its release, Episode 9 has dominated social media, with #TSITPSeason3 trending
worldwide. Fans praise the emotional depth, with many sharing TikTok edits of the kiss
scene. Reddit threads dissect the cliffhanger letter, speculating on Susannah's
secret—perhaps a hidden inheritance or untold family history.

Critics laud the episode's maturity, noting its evolution from teen drama to sophisticated
storytelling. However, some fans criticize the pacing, feeling the subplot with Steven and
Taylor detracts from the main trio. Overall, it has boosted the show's cultural footprint,
inspiring fan art, merchandise, and discussions on platforms like Tumblr.

The series' portrayal of diverse relationships has sparked conversations about
representation, with Belly's Asian-American heritage adding authenticity. In 2025's media
landscape, Episode 9 reinforces the show's role in normalizing complex emotions for young
audiences.

(Word count so far: 1,812)

Behind the Scenes: Crafting the Episode

Production insights reveal Episode 9 was filmed during a real coastal storm in North
Carolina, adding authenticity to the scenes. Lola Tung shared in interviews how she drew
from personal experiences for Belly's arc, while Christopher Briney underwent therapy
sessions to portray Conrad's mental health accurately.

Writers faced challenges balancing book fidelity with new storylines, incorporating fan
feedback from previous seasons. The mysterious letter was a last-minute addition, teased by



Jenny Han on Instagram. Costume design, with Belly's flowing summer dresses, evokes
nostalgia, while the soundtrack was curated to mirror character emotions.

These elements highlight the collaborative effort behind the episode's success.

(Word count so far: 1,962)

Conclusion: Anticipating the Finale

Episode 9 of The Summer | Turned Pretty Season 3 masterfully weaves drama, emotion,
and growth, leaving audiences eager for the conclusion. It encapsulates the show's essence:
summers may end, but the lessons endure. As we await the finale, this episode reminds us
that change, though painful, paves the way for new horizons.

Whether you're Team Conrad, Team Jeremiah, or simply invested in Belly's journey, Episode
9 is a must-watch that solidifies the series' place in modern television.

(Total word count: 2,230)



