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Introduction

My husband and I were just two people who fell in love, and 
subsequently found ourselves catapulted into a bureaucratic nightmare 
which would test my very sense of self. The crux of the problem was that 
the British Home O�ce required me to accept an identity, and a 
citizenship, that I neither sought nor claimed, for me to access rights 
which had already been bestowed upon me from birth. This requirement 
went against a fundamental proponent of the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement, which enshrined into international law the right of the 
people of Northern Ireland to be accepted as Irish, or British, or both. For 
five years, despite my exhaustive assertions of being an Irish citizen-only, 
the British Home O�ce saw fit to repeatedly insist that I was mistaken. 
Regardless of the letter and spirit of any birth right provisions the British 
government agreed to uphold, I was in fact British. The outworking’s of 
this legal challenge forced me to examine my personal sense of identity in 
a way I had never done before, and through that process, I discovered a 
steely determination to defend the principles of identity against a 
draconian system seemingly burdened with an inherent predilection for 
rights abuse. 

Our case threw up complex questions around identity in Northern 
Ireland. We are all born to our respective plots of earth, with our morals 
and beliefs each borne from the millions of overlapping plots we tread 
through in the race toward old age. My Irishness was not a choice or a 
decision but rather the lifeblood of my being. 

In the end our case resulted in substantial changes to domestic UK 
immigration law allowing families across Northern Ireland – whether they 
were Irish or British or both, to be reunited. The changes we secured 
rea�rmed the identity and citizenship provisions of the Good Friday 
Agreement and placed into law the definition of a person of Northern 
Ireland, as defined under the Good Friday Agreement. As a result, the 
people of Northern Ireland would be considered EU citizens for 
immigration purposes, meaning that they could avail of European family 
reunification rights, which in the context of Brexit is highly significant. 
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Since then, our case has been debated and documented by legal scholars 
and politicians alike. As time went on, and the distance between myself 
and the case lengthened, I began to recognise that the most valuable 
lesson I learned was that any individual can enact meaningful change. 
With the innumerable rights abuses facing ordinary people every day, all I 
could hope for was that our e�orts could serve as an example for the next 
campaigner. In the words of Margaret Mead, “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.”

Prologue

When I imagine the future of Northern Ireland, I picture a society freed 
from the constant cloud of suspicion, where referring to Derry or 
Londonderry is no longer perceived as an inherent indicator of religious 
or political belief, where your name, or community, or accent are no 
longer considered markers of one position on the constitutional status
of this region. I imagine a society where schools are no longer 
segregated, where there are no walls separating communities, and all
the people of this island feel that their identity and culture are respected, 
valued, and represented. I see no flags on lampposts, or painted curbs,
or paramilitary murals – in their place I see street art depicting the new 
Northern Ireland with societal and cultural statements colourfully 
breathing life into alleyways and towns. When I think of the future of 
Northern Ireland, I think of the people, who despite everything, have 
been embedding for themselves the true meaning of reconciliation. I see 
the next chapter of the peace process, being led by the next generation 
of peacemakers.

It has been more than 20 years since the signing of the Good Friday 
Agreement, a peace accord based centrally on the principles of parity 
of esteem, mutual respect, and equality. However, decades-on, many
of these principles remain poorly implemented - if at all - into policy or 
practice in Northern Ireland. Yet despite inaction on behalf of elected 
o�cials and political leaders, the tenacity of the citizens of the North
has seen the people embed, for themselves, the concept of meaningful 
reconciliation.
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To see this progress for yourself, one need only look to the East Belfast 
schools voting to move away from a regressive, segregated system to 
instead become integrated, or to the youth groups working on a 
North-South/East-West basis, or to sports, arts, and academia. 
Reconciliation is all around us, and whilst the politics of Northern Ireland 
may not have moved on, a substantial proportion of its people have.

As this region continues down the path of reconciliation, with rapidly 
changing demographics and significant political shifts, the prospect of a 
referendum on constitutional change grows ever closer, and it is in this 
context that I write these words; we are entering into a period of flux, it is 
my belief that within the next decade, the people of this island will make 
real the concept of self-determination. If asked to describe my vision for 
the future of Northern Ireland, it would be that of a single, wholly unified 
island. 

As the tides change around the constitutional position in Northern 
Ireland, it has become even more clear that unification would require 
substantial reform across all aspects of governance, and society at large. 
Beyond the subjects I have explored, there are numerous key economic 
issues which also require attention, such as financing constitutional 
change, state support and services, as well as the civil service, policing, 
and healthcare. Limiting this piece to matters I have encountered 
first-hand, the ideas and concepts espoused in this paper seek to spark 
conversation specifically around societal, educational, and cultural 
changes. Whichever outcome you prefer in the debate over 
constitutional change, what lies before us is an opportunity to reimagine 
the kind of society we want to live in.

History & Hope – Our Future Together

Identity and Culture

Identity in Northern Ireland is a complex amalgamation of cultural, 
religious, and national identities. The architects of the Good Friday 
Agreement sought to promote self-determination and protect identity, 
so as to remove it as a point of contention, evidence indicates that the 
agreement has been largely successful in providing space and recognition 
for both main communities. 
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Since 1998, there have been significant shifts in cultural and political 
identities, with more and more people moving away from the historically 
binary identity politics of the region. The post-GFA generation continue 
to subscribe to a more plural concept of identity, with recent polling from 
both the Northern Irish Life and Times Survey and Lucid Talk revealing 
significant generational divides; Results from the NILT survey displayed 
that only 14 per cent of 18–24-year-olds describe themselves as British, 
compared to the 49 per cent of those aged 65 and older. 

The survey also demonstrated that 3 per cent of individuals between ages 
18-24 hold an Irish identity, while 36 per cent hold a Northern Irish 
identity. A significant statistical increase, the recent growth of a Northern 
Irish identity is often misinterpreted to imply tacit support for the 
partition of Ireland. This deliberately myopic mindset once again breeds a 
desperate grasp at labels, most of which only fit the outdated 
socio-political divisions of the past. A Northern Irish identity is not 
synonymous with any-one view on the constitutional position of 
Northern Ireland - rather, it is a manifestation of an attachment to one’s 
homeplace, and given the rich culture unique to the North, such a 
manifestation is entirely natural.

The growth of those identifying as neither unionist nor nationalist has 
also been on the rise. The broadening community is of particular interest 
to many within both unionism and nationalism, with the “others” being 
perceived as so-called “kingmakers” in any referendum on constitutional 
change. However, the enigmatic nature of the community has left both 
unionism and nationalism struggling to understand the group. 
Nonetheless, both will undoubtedly be vying for their support.

Brexit has undeniably influenced the impact of identity in Northern 
Ireland. The once-joint-membership of the EU was provided space for two 
separate identities in Northern Ireland to find cover under a European 
identity lines. Brexit, formed in the kiln of English nationalism, has caused 
some within loyalism and unionism to become more entrenched in their 
beliefs, further hardening their sense of identity in the community. 
Beyond the emotive and symbolic impact of Brexit, in “real terms”, 
splitting with the European Union undermines parity of esteem - Irish and 
British citizens share one community, but hold di�erent sets of rights. The 
Irish government have attempted to mitigate the impact of this disparity 
of rights by extending access for Northern Irish citizens to both the 
Erasmus scheme and EHIC. Regardless, Irish citizens continue to remain 
full EU citizens, whereas those who opt to be British citizens are not.
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Brexit and its influence on identity will no-doubt continue to play a 
significant part in shaping the future of this region. Recent polling from 
Lucid Talk demonstrates that a large proportion of those who identify as 
neither unionist nor nationalist are open to a United Ireland. Further 
polling also illustrates that many feel Brexit has made a United Ireland 
more likely. The Good Friday Agreement provides a democratic 
mechanism for constitutional change, and these shifts in identity are 
likely to serve as catalysts to trigger that mechanism.

As we look to the future, it is important to recognize that some of those 
who identify as British will be perturbed by the prospect of constitutional 
change, with uncertainty looming over how their British identity will be 
maintained and respected going forward. There are several important 
steps which could be taken to alleviate these concerns. Firstly, an 
amendment to the UK’s domestic citizenship law would be required to 
ensure that the people of Northern Ireland, as defined under the Good 
Friday Agreement, can continue to claim, and retain access to British 
citizenship. Current legislation will not be su�cient to guarantee British 
citizenship for future generations.

Beyond labels and titles, culture is often represented by national symbols. 
In striving for a new Ireland for everyone who shares this island, one must 
be prepared for Ireland to become more British. Cultural representations 
could include making the twelfth of July a national holiday, however, 
sectarian hate speech, calls for violence, and the burning of flags and 
e�gies would need to become entirely prohibited, and sweeping 
changes to the practice of bonfires and parades - which often cause 
community divisions to become exacerbated would need to be 
completely reformed. This date can and should be a cultural celebration. 
Further suggestions regarding education and political representation are 
aimed specifically at embedding respect for diversity. A Northern Irish 
identity will still exist a generation from now, as will a unionist identity. 
All regional identities deserve to be recognized as legitimate, and worthy 
of respect in line with the language and spirit of the Good Friday 
Agreement. 
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There exists no more universally identifiable a national symbol than a 
flag, and many will no doubt be averse to changing the iconic and 
instantly identifiable tricolour, however, a new country made up of new 
identities requires a new flag. Though the tricolour already incorporates 
the two predominantly recognised traditions of the island; Catholicism - 
represented by green, and Protestantism - represented by orange, 
separated by white - symbolising peace, one must also acknowledge that, 
for some in Northern Ireland, the tricolour connotatively represents 
something less benign. Flags, in the place, remain a hotly contested issue 
with both the Tricolour and the Union Jack seen by some as symbols of 
segregation, sectarianism, and the legacy of the past. If one ruminates on 
the historical context then changing the flag may just feel less like a 
sacrifice and more like the right thing to do, for doing so isn’t just about 
recognising those with a British identity but the hundreds of thousands 
of other cultural identities on our shared island – reflecting a more 
modern concept of Ireland today. A new slate requires a new symbol, and 
reunification calls for a modern representation of Ireland today. Its design 
could be formed under the guidance of a community project, possibly 
even a process in which citizens could contribute, and be asked to vote in 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to have a say on symbol of their nation.
 
Education

Education remains a wholly under-utilized tool in tackling sectarianism, a 
new constitutional settlement will see two education systems merge – 
requiring sweeping changes. In this paper I outline the benefits of 
integrated education as the primary state-funded model and make 
several suggestions for transforming the curriculum.

The North has one of the most segregated education systems in Europe 
with 93% of schools remaining divided down religious lines, despite a 
clear demand from parents to unify students. The implementation of 
integrated education in Northern Ireland was one of many integral goals 
of the Good Friday Agreement, alongside other measures for social 
cohesion, including shared housing initiatives and the establishment of 
the Civic Forum. However, a lack of investment and political-will has led 
to stagnation in place of change, with school applications to desegregate 
routinely being denied by the education minister.
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In the South, religion still plays an overbearing role in the education 
system, with 90% of Irish primary schools state-funded, but Catholic-run. 
While every family has the technical right to opt their child out of 
religious studies, the act is rendered virtually useless as those children are 
often still made to remain in the classroom during religious studies, 
where they continue to be subjected to religious curriculum. The issue 
becomes more troubling when even beyond these explicitly religious 
courses, religious language and teachings also permeate into numerous 
important subjects such as History or Science, meant to be entirely 
separate from faith-based teachings. 

Both Catholic and Protestant education systems make little room for 
other denominations and are a contributing factor in the continued 
perpetuation of segregation within the region. Integrated education 
provides the best means for social cohesion and should be the primary 
education model for state-funded schools across the island. This does not 
mean Catholic, or Protestant schools should not have a place in our 
society - of course parents should have an option to send their child to a 
faith-based school if they so desire, but much like the US model, public 
education should be secular, with religious education remaining a 
personal choice through attendance of a non-state school, or as an 
extracurricular activity. 

An important amendment to the curriculum would be the inclusion of 
philosophy. Examining philosophical ideas enables young people to 
engage on wider societal questions – from immigration to climate change 
to terrorism. In a post-conflict society recovering from decades of trauma, 
examining concepts around religion, morality, and identity could provide 
young people with the tools required for meaningful consideration of the 
past, present, and future of this region.

Embedding philosophical studies into the curriculum would be hugely 
beneficial; many other European countries such as Austria, Croatia, 
Bulgaria, France, Greece, Italy, Portugal, and Poland all include philosophy 
as part of their basic education at secondary school level. Additionally, in 
Spain, students must also participate in ethics and citizenship courses 
alongside their philosophy classes. 
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The importance of philosophical studies in some of these countries has 
led to philosophical ideas being taught at primary school level. In France, 
some schools have been teaching philosophy at Primary school level since 
1996, and in Germany, several teacher-led philosophy programs have 
sprung-up at this age group. Across the sea on the North American 
continent, schools in Ontario, Canada promote critical thinking by 
ensuring the subject is taught from pre-school onwards as a core 
component of the curriculum.

The benefits of critical thinking at a young age are such that they 
encourage children to analyse, consider, and question the world around 
them, as well as providing these children with the necessary skills to 
further develop and refine their own identity. Ireland - North and South - 
su�ers from generational trauma through partition, the conflict, and 
decades of seeing each other as inherently separate from one another.

Going forward, the subject of philosophy should begin to be taught - at 
the very minimum - at secondary level. With unique rights in relation to 
citizenship and identity on this island a separate module teaching Ethics 
and Citizenship would also be beneficial. 

We cannot change the past, but we can of course learn from it - 
philosophy, and standalone ethics and citizenship subjects provide a 
means of breaking down and understanding complex, abstract concepts 
which a�ect our everyday lives. In the flux of constitutional change, these 
subjects can promote empathy, understanding, and importantly - a 
strong grasp of the structures that form the foundations upon which we 
all live our lives. 

A survey conducted in 2020 by charity Parallel Histories revealed a 
disparity between the periods of history being taught across Northern 
secondary schools, which were shown to be starkly divided down 
religious lines. The survey highlighted that the vast majority of Catholic 
schools teach the years between 1965 and 1998, covering subjects from 
the civil rights movement to the Troubles, and culminating in the Good 
Friday Agreement. 
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By contrast, just under half of Protestant schools – defined by the survey 
as those “with a Protestant denomination or controlled by the state 
rather than by the Catholic church” – teach a history curriculum focused 
on 1920 to 1949 instead, sidestepping the decades-long struggle for 
peace and reconciliation whose shockwaves still heavily reverberate to 
this day. The Good Friday Agreement, itself 30-odd-pages, has been 
abbreviated to merely a couple pages in a textbook, dramatically 
diminishing its singular importance. 

In the Republic, the Good Friday Agreement still features prominently for 
those taking politics and society courses – a unit which was introduced in 
2018 at Leaving Certificate level. For all other students however, the 
Agreement is still covered – rather sparsely – in history courses at Junior 
Certificate level. Anyone who wishes to read the landmark international 
peace treaty responsible for bringing peace to Northern Ireland and 
seeing Ireland amend Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish Constitution in its 
entirety must actively seek it out.

There is a pressing need to reform the history curriculum, not only when 
merging the two separate education systems in the future, but in the 
here-and-now as well. Alongside a history curriculum consistent and 
reflective of our shared history, we have a responsibility to teach young 
people the rights and aspirations outlined within the Good Friday 
Agreement, and ultimately, to educate future generations about the 
inevitable agreement of our not-too-distant future designed to amend 
Ireland’s constitution and bring about constitutional change in schools. 
The education system is the bedrock of embedding a rights-based future.

Despite substantial leaps forward in reconciliation over the past decades, 
the topic of language remains politically contentious, with many Unionist 
politicians maintaining opposition against representation or preservation 
of the Irish language. Notwithstanding agreeing to basic status for the 
language in both the St. Andrews Agreement and New Decade, New 
Approach, political Unionism has habitually backpedalled, denying any 
representation for the indigenous language of the island. 
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Indigenous languages and traditions should be proudly protected and 
respected, be they Maori, Australian Aboriginal, or Gaelic.

An appetite for Irish language medium education has been on the rise 
over the past decade, with the once-impenetrable unionist stronghold of 
East Belfast opening the doors of its first Irish language integrated school. 
Education remains a wholly underutilized tool for reconciliation; the 
cognitive benefits of learning a language have a direct impact on a child’s 
academic achievement and cultural awareness. In creating a new and 
inclusive education system, embracing di�erent languages and lifestyles 
should be central. The British identity and unionist heritage would, 
in-turn, need to be fairly represented in an all-island education system. 
School plays at primary level could perhaps be performed in Ulster Scots, 
and in Irish. Younger children are more open and curious about 
languages; introducing Ulster Scots and Irish in the context of creative 
projects like school plays, or any of the arts, provides an opportunity for 
children to explore both languages in an encouraging environment. At 
secondary level, Irish should be an option at all schools, but should not be 
a compulsory part of the curriculum. 

Much like school plays, music and song also have a significant role to play 
in exploring culture and history. The benefits of music to a child’s 
development cannot be overstated – neither socially, spiritually, 
culturally, nor historically. Music plays a key role in helping children to 
contextualise and process emotional experiences, yet despite its unique 
benefits, music in schools is limited only to restricted classes and even 
specific instruments. This is primarily due to funding restraints; proper 
music programmes necessitate adequate funding. But with the ultimate 
goal of sweeping constitutional change, it is a price worth paying. A 
broader focus on the benefits of music education, with proper state 
funding and access to culturally significant instruments such as the harp 
and Bodhrán would be tremendously beneficial to a new education 
system and should serve as a core subject.



Political Institutions

Since 1998, Northern Ireland’s Assembly has rested precariously on the 
precipice of collapse. Over the course of two decades, institutions formed 
through the Good Friday Agreement disintegrated five separate times. In 
each instance, the cause for the breakdowns varied, however the 
mandatory coalition and forced power-sharing were consistently sighted 
as contributing factors. Stormont was formed based on representation 
for what were - at the time - considered the two main communities in 
Northern Ireland: nationalists, and unionists. But time moves on, and with 
it, the politics of the region have evolved. With unionism losing its 
majority at Stormont, in tandem with a surge in voter share for 
non-aligned party Alliance, this basis for power-sharing has grown 
increasingly more unsustainable. As it stands, Assembly members who do 
not declare themselves as unionist or nationalist are categorised as 
“others”. As the Assembly structure was established on the grounds of a 
unionist-nationalist majority, anyone not assimilating into that binary 
two-party divide is automatically excluded from participation in 
important votes, such as the cross-community vote designed under the St. 
Andrews Agreement.

Since its inception, political discourse at Stormont has been dysfunctional 
at best. With progressive and modern sensibilities taking more of a 
foothold in the societal zeitgeist of Northern Ireland, it is of little surprise 
that many here have become exasperated with the ornamental 
perpetuation of a failing status quo. Instead, I would like to see the lower 
and upper chambers of the Irish government divided between Dublin 
and Belfast, with Dáil Éireann sitting in Dublin and the Seanad sitting in 
Belfast or vice versa. The North cannot just be subsumed by Dublin and 
e�orts to decentralise will be important, symbolically, and politically.

Suggestions of a transition period have been put forward by other 
contributors to this debate, however I feel that in order to truly break the 
cycle of confrontational politics in the North, Stormont in its current form 
must end with one government for the island. 

at the MAC History & Hope
by Emma DeSouza



It would not happen upon the dawning of the day after the vote, but it 
should be the intended outcome, one that might take a number of years 
to complete. To ensure the views of the unionist community are 
represented, a certain number of Seanad seats should be reserved, a type 
of unionist panel. Others have suggested reserved cabinet positions; 
however, there are many underrepresented groups in Ireland; women, 
ethnic minorities, LGBTQ+, travellers and disabled people to name but 
some. Placing unionism, itself a minority, above all others, would create a 
form of hierarchy. The term “unionist” will not disappear overnight - or 
even at all - as the values and cultural significance of each personal 
identity will continue to play an integral role in this island’s history going 
forward. What I feel can likely be expected, is that some unionist parties 
may re-imagine their titles and ideals, to secure their position as a political 
entity in radically changing tides with Ireland perhaps evolving to have a 
traditional left-right political landscape.

Ahead of any vote, the electoral systems both North and South need 
urgently reformed. A generous and diverse franchise would enrich the 
stagnant political landscape of this island. As it stands, there are tens of 
thousands of non-EU citizens resident in Northern Ireland who have no 
right to political participation. There are over 1-million Irish citizens 
resident abroad who have no right to vote in their home nation. Further, 
when it comes to voting ages, both jurisdictions are behind the global 
spread to enfranchise young people, Scotland for example has already 
lowered the voting age to sixteen. A new constitutional settlement 
presents an opportunity to update archaic exclusionary election rules. In 
the future, I would hope to see that all those permanently resident here 
on this island have a right to vote, and in following suit with Scotland, the 
voting age should be lowered to sixteen. Overseas voting should be 
formalised so to include Irish citizens who may not currently live on the 
island but may still be a�ected by its political decisions, and accessibility 
to voting should be reviewed. 

at the MAC History & Hope
by Emma DeSouza



The constitution of Ireland would require substantial changes. At present, 
there still remain elements of conservatism more reminiscent of the 
1930’s than the socially transformed Ireland of today. The protections 
a�orded by the Good Friday Agreement do not cease to exist upon 
reunification; many of its rights-based provisions were intended to 
continue irrespective of Northern Ireland’s constitutional position. The 
Agreement would therefore need to be adequately incorporated into any 
new iteration of  governance across the island, complete with an 
enforceable bill of rights.

Civic Society & Civic Engagement

Civic engagement in the form of assemblies or forums can be found the 
world-over, serving as essential resources for bridging gaps between 
citizens and their political representatives. In the Republic of Ireland, the 
Citizen’s Assembly has made the case for constitutional change on topics 
once deemed too controversial or toxic by the region’s conservative 
political parties, helping to usher in long-overdue progressive change for 
its citizens, and making the case that the attitudes held by the Irish 
people were far more liberal than the parties once believed.

The Civic Forum, outlined within the text of the Good Friday Agreement, 
exists as a structure for engagement with civic society, intended to foster 
better understanding between communities and to act as a much needed 
segue between Northern Ireland’s combative politics and its citizens. A 
consultative mechanism on social, economic, and cultural issues first 
proposed amidst the multi-party talks, the formation of the Civic Forum 
was the central demand brought forward by the Women’s Coalition 
during negotiations. However, despite its central premise as a mechanism 
for civic engagement, the Forum lasted only two years before falling 
victim to the 2002 Stormont collapse. Its dismantling was precipitated by 
DUP-lead criticism, wherein it was argued that there were not enough 
Anti-Belfast Agreement voices present in the Forum, with other members 
of Stormont questioning what the Forum really achieved in its fledgling 
two years. Whatever the reason, Stormont eventually returned 
half-a-decade later, while the Civic Forum did not.
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Half-hearted attempts to reintroduce a stunted facsimile of the Civic 
Forum have been brought forward and subsequently abandoned 
throughout the years. The Civic Advisory Panel, born out of the St. 
Andrews Agreement, is extremely limited in its membership, and 
therefore restrictive in terms of its ability to be representative of wider 
civil society. The 2020 'New Decade New Approach' deal included a 
commitment to promote civic engagement, with an assurance that 
Stormont would commission and resolve 1-2 issues every year - this 
commitment has yet to be fulfilled.

I propose the reformation of the Civic Forum, in tandem with an all-island 
Citizens’ Assembly in 2022. The faithful reformation of the Civic Forum 
could provide a space to discuss not-only the constitutional question, but 
the many social, economic, and cultural issues e�ecting the region. With 
rumblings of political unsteadiness still reverberating after Brexit, the 
much-needed stability o�ered by meaningful engagement and public 
consultation cannot be understated. With the potential to bring all 
communities together - from diverse and largely underrepresented 
groups across the island, to both republicanism and unionism - these 
mutually beneficial programs will promote understanding and empathy, 
helping transform seeds of doubt into olive branches.
 
In imagining the future of Northern Ireland, I found it necessary to 
remind myself that a vote for the end of partition will not mark the end 
of the struggle for reform. Rather than the end of the line, it would mark 
the beginning of a chain - a series of interlinking changes culminating in 
the strong, supportive structure necessary to sustain a wholly reimagined 
Ireland; an Ireland assembled of every detail which makes this island 
home. Some of the chain-links will take the form of substantial legal 
changes, including a new constitution mandated by the country’s 
metamorphosis. These constitutional amendments will necessitate direct 
engagement with community members and should be drawn up with the 
oversight of a select number of citizens from both the North and the 
South, with a prerequisite that minority ethnic groups and those often 
left out of such discussions be fairly represented.
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The finer details of an all-island Citizens’ Assembly have already been 
widely debated, with some supposing the assembly would benefit most 
in being formed once a border poll is o�cially called. However, we have 
no way of anticipating exactly how much time will pass between the 
calling of such a vote and the date of the referendum itself - it could be 2 
years, or 6 months. With this in mind, and with the clear appetite for 
discussion around the vote, all indications urge that an all-island Citizens’ 
Assembly should be established with haste.
 

Epilogue

We often cite and praise the herculean e�orts of the generation of peace 
makers responsible for the greatest political agreement of the last 
century, however we often forget the mandate that was handed down to 
these leaders from the people. The people wanted peace, so they set their 
representatives to work toward achieving it. The power to change our 
communities, our societies, and our island has always been in the hands 
of ordinary people.

Northern Ireland has an average voter turnout of 60%. Imagine if that 
statistic increased, and picture what influence and value the other 40% of 
the electorate would provide. It is easy to check-out and resign from the 
politics of this region, desirable even; engrained in all of us, however 
subconsciously, is the presumption that one person cannot make a 
di�erence, that a single individual does not have the power to enact 
meaningful change or make a significant impact, but history repeatedly 
insists otherwise. Each individual has the power to a�ect change, and it is 
my hope that our achievement can serve as testament to that. With the 
intimate nature of social media coverage as citizens’ rights movements 
swell across the globe, we are ever reminded that it is people who have 
always been the catalyst for change, and you can be too. As we enter into 
the next chapter of the peace process we must rekindle our connections, 
within our communities, and between each other. The Good Friday 
Agreement gave us the gift of peace, but it is all our responsibility to 
preserve it.


