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T H E  M O M E N T 

Go for the salsa, stay for the simple 
pleasures — the Caribbean’s largest 
island will never lose its allure

I
’ve just finished a plate of coconut-laced 
ceviche and I’m reclining on a rooftop, mojito 
in hand. Old Havana stretches out beneath me 
in the moonlight and it’s mesmerising. Trees 

sprout from crumbling wedding-cake buildings 
that have long since been abandoned. Across the 
way, a couple share a cigarette on their veranda 
while a television flickers in the background. Down 
on the street below, a turquoise Buick splutters to 
a standstill. 

Havana Old Town feels like the film-set version 
of itself — old ladies sit on steps smoking cigarillos; 
shiny soft-top Chevrolets cruise up and down the 
Malecon (the road that traces the waterfront); and 
go to any bar with a live band playing and you’ll 
definitely be asked to salsa. There is poverty, but 
the place is also bursting with life. And Havana 
isn’t the only town worth taking in. While most 
Caribbean islands have a town or two worth 
seeing, Cuba’s cities run into double figures — all 
with their own unique charm and stories to tell. 

Cuba used to have a reputation for bland food 
served in soulless government-run establishments, 
but the gradual relaxing of the laws around private 
businesses means that this is definitely no longer 

the case. I ate the aforementioned dinner at the 
most atmospheric restaurant I’ve ever been 

lucky enough to dine in. La Guarida 
started life in the 1990s as a paladar 

(a place to eat in a private home) 
and it’s now a Cuban institution 
— the crumbly columns and 
peeling paint of the grand 
staircase exude the sort of 
faded grandeur that interior 
designers spend thousands 
trying to emulate back home. 
And there are more interesting 

openings following in its wake, 
such as El Cocinero, a factory 

turned glamorous restaurant 
and rooftop bar that wouldn’t look 

out of place in Madrid, and FAC, an 
art gallery-cum-music venue that would 

be perfectly at home in New York. Cuba’s 
perfectly preserved fly-in-amber charm now sits 
alongside modern ventures by a new generation of 
entrepreneurs. I strongly suggest sampling both. C U B A 

O U R  E X P E R T

LAURA GOULDEN
Writer, The Sunday Times 
Travel Magazine

While most Caribbean  
islands have a town or two  
worth seeing, Cuba’s cities  
run into double figures —  
all with their own charm  

and stories to tell
C E L E B R A T E 

T H E  S E D U C T I V E 

R H Y T H M S  O F

SEE OVERLEAF FOR OUR LUXURY CUBA 
CRUISE WITH FREE MIAMI CITY BREAK*



W SOUTH BEACH HOTEL, MIAMI
Opulent, stylish and fun, this is one of the most 
fashionable Miami hotels, with fabulous views, 
stellar spa, fine dining and sumptuous rooms. 

SCENIC ECLIPSE
“One of the most eagerly awaited launches of  

the year”, according to Sara Macefield, cruise 
expert for The Times. Scenic Eclipse is 

taking all-inclusive luxury sailing to new 
heights. Expect outstanding service from 
its knowledgable staff. Facilities include 
10 gourmet dining options, a beautiful 
sundeck with pool, the Spa Sanctuary with 
yoga studio, while on-board helicopters 
and a six-seat submarine open up a new 

world of exploration. This is an all-suite 
ship: each has a lavish interior with a private 

terrace, butler service and a king-size bed. 

O U R  R E C O M M E N D E D  P A R T N E R

Y O U R  A C C O M M O D A T I O N

 DAYS 1-4

MIAMI
Fly to Miami from London. Check 
in for your complimentary luxury 
stay at the W South Beach Hotel. 
Take a guided tour and enjoy the 
thrill of exploring the Everglades 
on an airboat. Set sail for Havana 
on Scenic Eclipse.

 DAY 5

HAVANA
From its crumbling colonial 
mansions to the Cadillacs that 
cruise the Malecon, Havana is 
yours to discover on a walking 

tour. Later, witness the ceremonial 
cannon firing at Castillo del Morro

  DAY 6

AT SEA 
Relax or choose an on-board 
activity: Cuban cooking lessons or 
salsa workshops, perhaps.

 DAY 7  
ISLA DE LA JUVENTUD
A true Caribbean idyll. Today’s 
included excursions are an island 
tour and kayaking trips.

 DAY 8

CAYO LARGO DEL SUR
Explore this enchanting isle by 
small boat or kayak or visit the 
sea-turtle conservation centre. 

 DAY 9

CIENFUEGOS 
Tour the city’s colonial centre or 
take a visit to Playa Giron to learn 
about the Bay of Pigs invasion. 

 DAY 10

TRINIDAD
Wander the cobblestone streets of 
this World Heritage Site with a local 
guide. Then choose from a tour of 
a historic sugar-cane mill or a visit 
to a Cuban dance academy.

 DAY 11

SANTIAGO DE CUBA
Cuba’s second-largest city: visit the 
shrine of El Cobre or learn about 

Y O U R  E X C L U S I V E  T R I P 
Book your place on Scenic Eclipse — the world’s first  
discovery yacht  — for this extraordinary 18-day voyage  

Founded in 1986, Scenic has become 
a global company and a genuine  
travel-industry success story. It 
currently operates luxury cruises and 
tours on four different continents.

18 DAYS FROM 
£8,695pp***
TO BOOK, CALL
 0808 250 4098

Use code TIMESCUBA

thetimes.co.uk/cubatour

Ts & Cs: *book by April 1, 2018. **All drinks except certain wines and spirits. 
Scuba, helicopter and submarine at extra cost. ***Based on twin/double share, 
single supp applies. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of 
Scenic, a company independent of News UK. Scenic: 13th Floor, 111 Piccadilly, 
Manchester M1 2HY; ATOL 9294, ABTA Y6328. See full Ts & Cs online.

PRICE INCLUDES: 
l    Free stay in Miami’s 

W South Beach 
   (b&b basis)*
l    International flights 
l    Taxes and gratuities
l    14-day all-inclusive 

luxury cruise on  

Scenic Eclipse**
l    All excursions in 

itinerary
l    Dedicated on-board 

discovery team
l    Cruise manager 

throughout
l    Butler service

B O O K  T H I S  T R I P

Trip duration: October 2-19, 2018          

 

WHAT WE LOVE

EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER  
Free stay at W South Beach  

in Miami if you book by April 1
•

SAIL ON SCENIC ECLIPSE  
Be among the first to experience this  
year’s most hotly awaited luxury ship 

•
CARIBBEAN DREAMS 

From Havana to Trinidad, be 
seduced by the region’s most 

distinctive island

The Caribbean’s largest island 
never seems to shed its charm. 
Stay in Miami, then explore Cuba 
on Scenic Eclipse, a ship that 
promises the ultimate in luxurious 
ocean cruising.

Above: Scenic 
Eclipse making 

 its way across the 
Caribbean Sea.  
Left: enjoy the  

warm welcome  
of Havana

Cuba’s military history at Moncada 
Barracks and Santa Ifigenia 
Cemetery. Then enjoy sundowners 
and a private music and dance 
performance at Castillo de la Roca.

 DAY 12

SANTIAGO DE CUBA
Today is all about Cuban rum: you 
will visit the Bacardi museum, meet 
local producers and enjoy tastings. 

 DAY 13

ANTILLA
A glimpse of rural life. Tour a local 
farm, watch a dance class or visit 
Fidel and Raul Castro’ birthplace. 

 DAY 14

AT SEA
Enjoy the facilities on board.

 DAY 15

HAVANA
Immerse yourself in the sights and 
salsa of Havana once again. In the 
evening, you’ll enjoy a lively local 
dance and percussion show. 

 DAY 16

HAVANA
Explore independently or step 
inside the El Capitolio and Gran 
Teatro de La Habana on a tour.

 DAYS 17-18

MIAMI/UK
After breakfast, transfer to Miami 
airport for your flight home.


