
Referral SDEC Triage and assessment SDEC Diagnosis and Treatment Discharge and safety netting

General surgery, July 2023
Abscess - torso, peri-anal, pilonidal

Stable patient (meets SDEC criteria)

NEWS <= 3

No new confusion

Mobile and able to sit in a chair

EXCLUDE:

Unstable diabetes

Immunocompromise

Intravenous drug use

Extensive cellulitis

No

Yes

If no obvious collection consider oral antibiotics as
per local policy

Home with discharge summary and
information leaflet detailing wound care.


No requirement for ongoing packing.

Over the counter analgesia.


Safety netting access back to SDEC for 7
days.


No routine follow up

Home with discharge summary and 

medication if required


Safety netting access back to 

SDEC for 7 days

Abbreviations: SDEC same day emergency care  ▪︎ SAU surgical admission unit LA- Local anaesthetic GA- General anaesthetic

Abscess

confirmed

Assessment by senior decision maker

Observations and pain score

Bloods according to local policy


Analgesia

Admit to SAU or ED resus as
appropriate

Stable?

Clinical history & examination

Presentation at

NHS 111 / GP OOH, ED, GP

Consent and proceed to incision and drainage.
Consider LA for torso abscess


If GA required for emergency day case surgery



      



