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Engineering Student Places 19th 
Worldwide with Qatar Team in 

Robotics Olympics 

Naji Assaf, one of DeBakey’s senior engineering 
students was part of Team Qatar, the STEM-
vengers, who finished in 19th place among 175 
teams worldwide in the FIRST Global Challenge.

The annual FIRST Global Challenge, is an 
‘Olympics’-style robotics event, based on the 14 
Grand Challenges of Engineering identified by 
the US National Academy of Engineering. 

Due to COVID-19, the competition titled 
‘Connecting Communities’, consisted of three 
months of STEM professional and technical 
sessions, as well as social media and online 
challenges for the students. 

The team was mentored by Texas A & M at 
Qatar STEM program specialist Dr. Mohamed 
Gharib, who is part of Texas A&M University 
at Qatar’s STEM Hub Robotics Club (SHRC), a 
joint initiative between Qatar Foundation (QF) 
partner university and Qatar National Research 
Fund (QNRF).

Team Qatar is made up of 25 high school 
students with an interest in robotics from 14 
schools across Qatar.

his personal story about his journey 
of lifetime of learning, his NASA space 
missions, and his current medical 
missions throughout the world.  The 
sessions were virtual and held via Zoom 
for students from grades 5 – 12 over the 
span of 2 days.  Dr. Hilmers joined us 
from Australia and started by discussing 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects 
on his work and Australia. 

He then provided insight into his early 
life and service as a U.S. Marine. He 
discussed how he transition from 
being a jet fighter pilot to becoming 
an astronaut. He further inspired the 
students to follow their passion as he 
did. After he retired from NASA, he 
started medical school to become a 
doctor, which had been his life-long 
dream since childhood. His life’s journey 
was fascinating as he told students 
about what it was like to study electrical 
engineering, to become a jet fighter pilot, 
his role on various NASA space missions, 
and what it was like to pursue his dream 
of becoming a doctor. 

“When I applied for to be an astronaut, 
I didn’t think much of it, I read an 
advertisement and though why not try 
this opportunity to apply my knowledge,” 
said Dr. Hilmers.
Talking about space and the missions he 
was on, Dr. Hilmers could not help but smile 
as he showed off photographs taken from 
earth and from space.  

He talked about Earth’s environment and 
the experiments he got to do for innovative 
medicine and engineering projects during 
his missions in space.  

“Someday, one of you will go out and 
discover what else is out there,” said Dr. 
Hilmers, emphasizing the need to take care 
of our earth to ensure that it would keep 
us alive until we do achieve greatness. Dr. 
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DeBakey Students Discuss 
Medicine and Space with 

NASA Astronaut 
Students at DeBakey participated 
in a live discussion and presentation 
by former NASA astronaut, engineer, 
U.S. Marine Corps Colonel and jet 
fighter pilot, and medical doctor, Dr. 
David Hilmers, Dr. Hilmers provided 
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“Blessed are those that can give without remembering and receive without forgetting.” 

For Mrs. Fairuz Elashi, it is all about building trust with everyone she works with. Be it with students, parents, 
faculty, or staff, the foundations of her work rely on the understanding that without trust, there will be no 
progress made. 

“I am here to give, not to take,” said Mrs. Elashi when asked what she expected from the school when she 
started working here. She said that she aims for 4 things:
1. Building trust 
2. Being available for all who need her
3. Building a relationship 
4. Being a good impact in the long run.

“I sat in some of the classes at the school to test the waters. The students are brilliant, and the teachers are 
very good with them,” said Mrs. Elashi. 

After completing her degree in psychology from Egypt. The Palestinian/Lebanese social worker wanted to 
pursue further education in her field of interest. Mrs. Elashi got a diploma in Educational Counseling, and 
another diploma in Family Counseling.   

“It is interesting how I felt like I didn’t want to leave from some classes, because of how interesting the class 
dynamic was, from teaching, to student responses, to even the banter and interactions,” she added, while 
speaking about the school and talked about how she would like to be like an older sister to the teachers. 
After receiving her master’s degree focused on divorce and custody family affairs, as well as a diploma in 
communication and self-development, Mrs. Elashi hosted her own radio show focused on family affairs. 

She has worked as a clinical psychologist in schools and organizations for over 15 years and worked in the 
family affairs field for over 25 years in the USA, Egypt, Lebanon, and Qatar.

Happy Qatar National Day 

Hilmers talked about his humanitarian work in less developed regions of the world.

Students asked questions about the nature of Dr. Hilmers’ choices especially in his work and 
studies after he concluded and he provided responses to each question. 

For all of the participates, including several Board of Trustees, this was a wonderful and inspiring 
learning session. 

Meet DeBakey’s Social Worker 


