
 DeBakey High School-Qatar  1 

Explore This Week 

Newsletter 
DEBAKEY Newsletter January 20, 2021Issue 06/Volume 1

Grade 9 Students 
Excel in Shell 

NXplorers 
Program

Working with different concepts of 
STEAM education, DeBakey’s Grade 9 
students were chosen to participate in 
the Shell NXplorers Program based on 
the school’s outstanding performance 
in different STEM related programs and 
initiatives.  

DeBakey is one of very few schools 
nominated to participate in the program, 
which is currently running in 17 countries 
around the world.  
 
NXplorers is an innovative global 
education program that introduces 
complex and creative thinking skills to 
students. It provides students with what 
is needed to become positive agents in 
the process of change and with the tools 
they need to apply them. 
 
Grade 9 students are now part of 
a global initiative and a growing 
community, enhancing the school’s STEM 
efforts, and learning new research-
based methodologies and tools to 
develop complex problem solving skills.

The workshops took place in the school 
from January 17th to February 3rd 
2021. The students nominated for 
the NXplorers Competition are given 
the opportunity to present their work 
to Shell Qatar VIPs.

More Than 100 

DeBakey Students on 

Honor Roll for Cycle 2
Although blended learning has 
presented some challenges, DeBakey 
students have excelled in academics in 
cycle 2. With a total of 105 students on 
Honor Roll from grades 5 through 12, 
it is clear that online learning has not 
hindered student learning. 

The grade with the most students 
on Honor Roll in the whole school is 
DeBakey’s seniors, racking in 34 honor 
students, with 8 students receiving high 
achievement awards. 

More notable is that all 61 senior 
students received an award, either for 
their academic achievement or for their 
exemplary behavior.  

“Our students are amazing,” said Mr. 
Umair Farooq, Assistant principle 
at DeBakey. “Each one of you in the 
senior class is a true leader as you 
inspired everyone in DeBakey with 
your exceptional overall performances 
that includes one-third of your class 
with Cumulative GPA of 4.0 or more, 
and two-third of you with a GPA of 3.5 
or more, as well as high scores in SAT, 
honor roll awards, high achievement 
awards, and DeBakey citizenship 
awards.” 

DeBakey students are nominated for 
a citizenship award by their teachers 
which focuses on their behavior in 
and out of class. The most received 
citizenship award were 44 students 
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High School Girls 
Qualify to Nationals 
in the Qatar
Debate League

As second place champions in the 
national Qatar Debate League 
last year, the high school girls 
team entered this year’s Debate 
league with confidence and a 
determination to win. 

With their amazing debating 
skills and research, the girls 
competed online this month and 
again qualified for nationals in 
their league. 

Congratulations to the girl high 
school debaters. We are very 
happy for your success and 
perseverance.  

DeBakey 
Teachers Receive 
Training in LEGO 

MINDSTORMS 
Education

Eight DeBakey teachers worked 
with LEGO education trainers to 
learn more about game based 
learning and how to apply it in a 
classroom setting.  
The training took place in 3 
separate sessions. The first session 
taught the theories of learning 
robotics and an introduction to 
building robotic models in the 
classroom. 
The second session challenged 
the teachers to build their robots 
in groups of two. They were given 
guidelines and the basic tools to 
test its function. A video was then 
shown about how the robot was 
to be built and how to improve its 
functions. 
The third session focused on 
complexities in using STEAM 
education to create the full robot 
with further discussion on how to 
implement game based learning 
in the classroom. 
The workshop highlighted how 
STEAM education can really take 
any concept and help prepare 
students with ease. STEAM 
techniques allow for more 
creativity in the implementation 
and demonstration of knowledge 
and skills. 

Amazing work from the teachers 
on their hands-on approach to 
learning! 

from grade 10. Followed by 32 students 
in grade 11, and 31 students in grade 12.  

The teachers continue to serve students 
exceptionally to ensure they persevere 
in their academic and behavioral 
excellence. 

Mr. Farooq shared one of his favorite 
quotes by the 6th U.S. president, John 
Quincy Adams with students: “If your 
actions inspire others to dream more, 
learn more, do more and become more, 
you are a leader.”


