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Good Evening ! 
 

This concert has been over two years in 
the making. It was originally planned as a 
40th Birthday celebration - I could not 
think of a better way to spend such an 
important occasion than to enjoy an 
evening with some of my closest friends 
and hear such a talented group of young 
musicians making music together. 
I wrote a whole set of large ensemble 
music for the occasion, and then 
unfortunately - as with so many things - 
we had to cancel due to the Covid 

situation at the time, and so the music 
sat there until now… 
 
When we first got together to rehearse a 

few weeks ago I was utterly humbled by 
the preparation the students had put in 
prior to us meeting. Everyone has been 
an absolute joy to work with, and I am 
grateful and honoured to hear them play 
my music. I also have to say that this 
music is far from straightforward, and I 

am sure you will be as knocked out with 
everybody’s playing as I have been. If you 
enjoy it anywhere near as much as I have 
working with them, then you will have a 
good evening! 
 
I would also like to give massive thanks 
to Nick Smart, who as well as being a 
dear friend has done a wonderful job 
running this course over the last 10+ 
years. The level of musicianship and 
instrumental ability the students display 

is also huge testament to the quality of 
the work and effort that Nick and the 
team put in here at the Royal Academy 
of Music all year round.  
 

Tonight’s performance  
will include:  
 
Honey  
Full Ensemble 
 
Antics  
Donovan Haffner, Harry Maund, Gwilym 
Simcock 
 
Slippin’ Jimmy  
Full Ensemble 
 

One Hand Blues  
Kasper Rietkerk, Mike Anning, Gwilym 
Simcock 
 
The Happy Here After (Lyrics: Nia Lynn) 
Full Ensemble 
 
Mr. Rollover  
Anatole Muster, Gareth Lockrane, 
Gwilym Simcock 
 
Rokka  

Full Ensemble 
 
 
The music I wrote for this evening 
consists of 4 long works, interspersed 
with 3 trio pieces, giving everybody on 
stage a solo opportunity during the 
performance. 
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Performers 
 

Voice 

Immy Churchill 
 

Trumpet 
Edouard Monnier 
Gabriel Taylor 
Brinley Heywood-Snell 
Ewan Parkin 
 

Flute 

Gareth Lockrane (Guest) 

 
Saxophone 
Emma Rawicz 
Michael Anning 
Kasper Rietkerk 
Donovan Haffner 
Nick Willsher 
  

Trombone 
Harry Maund (Guest) 
Joseph Evans 
Andrew Cowie 
Michaias Berlouis 
 

Guitar 
Dom Howard 
 

Accordion 

Anatole Muster 
 

Piano 
Scottie Thompson 
  

Bass  

Lorenzo Morabito 
Matt Hollick 
 

Drums  
Alex Temple Heald 
Jonah Evans 

Gwilym Simcock 
 
Gwilym Simcock has carved out a career 
as one of the most gifted pianists and 
imaginative composers on the European 
scene.  He moves effortlessly between 
jazz and classical music, with a 
‘harmonic sophistication and subtle 
dovetailing of musical traditions’. 
Gwilym has been hailed as a pianist of 
‘exceptional’, ‘brilliant’ and ‘dazzling’ 
ability, and his music has been widely 
acclaimed as ‘engaging, exciting, often 
unexpected, melodically enthralling, 
complex yet hugely accessible’, and 
above all ‘wonderfully optimistic’. 
Gwilym’s influences are wide ranging, 
from jazz legends including Keith 
Jarrett, Chick Corea, Jaco 
Pastorius and Pat Metheny, to classical 
composers including Maurice Ravel, 
Henri Dutilleux, Béla Bartók and Mark-
Anthony Turnage. Although principally a 
jazz artist, Gwilym has composed 
numerous works for larger Classical 
ensemble that combine through-
composed elements with improvisation, 
creating a sound that is distinctive and 
very much his own. 
 
In the last few years, Gwilym has 
become renowned for his solo 
performances, releasing a critically 
acclaimed album ‘Good Days at Schloss 
Elmau’ in 2011 and touring throughout 
Europe and to places as far afield as 
Australia, the USA, Canada, Korea and 
China to name but a few. 
Gwilym has toured extensively with the 
cream of British and international jazz 
artists including Dave Holland, Kenny 
Wheeler, Lee Konitz, Bill Bruford’s 
Earthworks, Bob Mintzer and Bobby 
McFerrin. He co-leads the Anglo-
American Supergroup ‘The Impossible 
Gentlemen’ with British Guitar legend 
Mike Walker, Steve Rodby and Adam 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keith_Jarrett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keith_Jarrett
http://chickcorea.com/
http://jacopastorius.com/
http://jacopastorius.com/
http://www.patmetheny.com/
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Nussbaum. He has toured with Classical 
virtuoso Nigel Kennedy. He is currently 
touring with Pat Metheny, Antonio 
Sanchez and Linda Oh. 
Gwilym’s career is unique in spanning a 
huge range of musical settings. 
Testament to this is  the fact that he was 
the first BBC New Generation Artist from 
a Jazz background, and that his album 
“Good Days at Schloss Elmau” was an 
album of the year in 2011 at the 
prestigious British music award the 
‘Barclaycard Mercury Prize’. He has 
performed with orchestras, choirs, big 
bands, dancers as well as performing 
with musicians from diverse 
backgrounds including the classical, 
jazz, folk and rock traditions. Gwilym has 
also written music that has appeared on 
television and on stage, most recently 
composing the music for an adaptation 
of Edward Albee’s classic ‘A Delicate 
Balance’ at the Almeida theatre in 
London. He has frequently appeared on 
British television and radio and was 
guest presenter on ‘Saturday Classics’ on 
BBC Radio 3, and recently mentored 
and accompanied the finalists at the first 
BBC Young Jazz Musician of the Year 
awards on BBC4 TV. 
 
Gwilym has led and recorded a variety of 
different projects.  His debut album 
“Perception” was nominated for Best 
Album in the BBC Jazz Awards 2008 
and has been critically acclaimed at 
home and abroad. Subsequent albums 
have featured various projects, and have 
been universally praised with reviews 
citing his work as “sublime”, “flawless”, 
“impressive” “a marker that few others 
are likely to equal”. 
Awards include ‘Best Band’ at the Perrier 
Award, ‘Rising Star’ at the BBC Jazz 
Awards and the British Jazz Awards, and 
both “Jazz Musician of the Year” and 
“Best Band” (with The Impossible 

Gentlemen) at the Parliamentary Jazz 
Awards. His impressive formal education 
includes Trinity College of Music 
(London), Chetham’s School of Music 
(Manchester) – where he studied 
classical Piano, French Horn and 
composition – and the Royal Academy 
of Music (London) where he graduated 
from the jazz course with first class 
honours and the coveted ‘Principal’s 
Prize’ for outstanding 
achievement. Gwilym is Professor of 
Jazz Piano at the Royal Academy of 
Music, and is very much in demand for 
his teaching and masterclasses. 
 


